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Chanukah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

——

Radiating Kedu
fP— e}

—
shah Outward
—

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant Shlita

There's an interesting halachah that the mezuzah is
supposed to be on theright of the doorway and the menorah
on the left.

What difference does it make where the mezuzah is? Why
can't we just be told to put the menorah on the left side?

The Sfas Emes explains that when a person enters the
house, the mezuzah is on his right, and when he leaves, the
menorah is on hisright. What is on the left when he enters
is on the right when he leaves. This symbolizes that what
the mezuzah does for a person when he enters his house,
the menorah does for him when he leaves.

The parallel drawn in halachah between ner Chanukah
and the mezuzah reveals to us that these two mitzvos
accomplish the same thing, just in the reverse. When a
person enters from the street, he brings with him the
atmosphere of the street — perhaps the pollution of the
street — and the mezuzah acts as a protection to ensure
that the street doesn’t come inside with him. The house
is a separate entity; the house is holy.

The chiddush of Chanukah is that the function of the
mezuzah can work the opposite way, too: when you go
out, you can take the house with you. The house can have
an effect even on the street.

Normally, we would think that we have to protect the
house from the street, but ner Chanukah teaches us that
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we can have an influence even in places where we would
not expect. We wouldn't think we could spread kedushah
from the house to the outside, yet the placement of the
menorah on ourright side as we exit indicates that yes, we
can bring kedushah to the street.

We Can Also Breach the Barriers

In the piyut of Maoz Tzur, we describe the damage wrought
by the Yevanim with the words: *27an mnn 1x19. We don't
mention the decrees of the Yevanim against Shabbos and
bris milah and Torah learning; rather, we focus on what
seems to be a relatively minor problem: the breaching
of the barriers. Apparently, the primary negative impact
that the Yevanim had on Klal Yisrael was that they broke
through the boundaries.

In the vision that Daniel saw of the various nations,
Yavan is compared to a leopard. A leopard represents
the middah of azus, as Chazal tell us in Avos: 1932 v 0.
The middah of Yavan is azus, which is chutzpah, and the
Sfas Emes explains that the azus of the Yevanim was that
they crossed boundaries and entered realms where they
didn't belong. They didn't belong in the Beis Hamikdash, a
place of holiness, and their breaching of the walls was an
expression of their azus.

The words *97an mmmn 11, define and characterize
the essence of Yavan: entering places where they're not
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supposed to be. The street is the street and the Beis
Hamikdash is the Beis Hamikdash, and there are walls
and boundaries that differentiate between the two and
separate the holy from the profane. But the Yevanim were
not held back by boundaries — their azus propelled them
to go everywhere.

The Sfas Emes writes elsewhere that when we say in Al
Hanissim: m7nv 72 RNV DVYH T2 D237 DYHN T2 D' N NION
NN PV T2 DTN DPPIR T2 WYY, we express that Klal
Yisrael's victory was not merely a tactical military victory,
but rather, they captured the actual kochos of the Yevanim.

When we say that someone is 1% nx w13, it doesn't
merely mean that he triumphed over his yetzer hara — it
means he captured it, he took the yetzer hara for himself,
he requisitioned the yetzer hara's kochos. Similarly, when
we triumphed over the Yevanim, we captured from them
the power of azua. They had the azus of tumah; we took
that and turned it into the azus of kedushah.

After defeating Yavan, Klal Yisrael said: You know

something? We can also breach the barriers! And we used
that azus to bring kedushah into places where normally
there’s no kedushah.

Beforehand, they didn’t enter our domain and we didn't
enter theirs. But once they crossed our boundaries and
entered our holy places, we were empowered to take the
kedushah outside. The Yom Tov of Chanukah is about
breaking down boundaries, going into places where you
don’t belong, and turning tumah into kedushah.

That's the meaning of YRnwn NN NP0 .

This message is very appropriate for our times. We live in
a time when all boundaries have been crossed and broken,
and the forces of darkness have infiltrated everywhere. But
Chanukah teaches us that we have the power to bring light
everywhere as well, because once the boundaries have been
breached, they're breached in both directions: the tumah
can penetrate the Beis Hamikdash, but we can bring the
kedushah out onto the street as well.

A freilechen Chanukah!
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The support of the dissemination of this publication
should be a m>7 for him and his entire family.

His love and support for 77107 N1701 and their students
is demonstrated in this dissemination of 7710 W71
written by accomplished 2511 >7°1%n.
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