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Parashas
Shemos

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

——

—’

You Are Precious to Hashem

_——

—

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

The parashah starts with the words:o'®2n YR7%7 732 MINY NYR)
%N, and then goes on to count Klal Yisrael. Rashi cites the Midrash
Tanchuma, which wonders why the Torah is counting Yaakov's family
again, in their deaths, after having counted them in their lifetimes in the
previous parashiyos. The answer given is: 0712159 19w 1Nan Y1n.
When something is valuable to you, you count it.

Why, asks Rav Tzadok, does the Torah teach us this lesson specifically
here, at the beginning of Sefer Shemos? He answers that at this point, the
galus is beginning, and Klal Yisrael is entering a situation of hester panim
and tzaros. From here on, bad things will be happening to the Yidden,
who are going to have to work hard and suffer torture at the hands of the
Egyptians, who enslaved them and killed their children. When things like
that happen, Yidden are liable to feel that Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn't
love them, chas veshalom. That's why the very first passuk of the account
of the galus contains a reminder that Hashem loves us.

Although there are tzaros in the world, and although not everything
works out the way we want, that’s not a sign that Hashem doesn't love
us. Hashem loves each and every one of us, He counts each and every
one of the shevatim individually -Reuven, Shimon, Levi—and each one is
precious to Hashem. Yes, there's galus, yes, there are tzaros, but Hashem
still loves us and has big plans for us. We know that X7x X7p¥ D19: if
we're able to stand strong, to accept our challenges with love, and serve
Hashem despite the tzaros, we'll be zocheh to tremendous schar.

That's the significance of the mashal to stars: Y2wmw nan ymns
D2039. The Sfas Emes explains that the stars appear at night, showing
us that even when it's dark outside, there’s still light. Similarly, what

mnw nvial 4

illuminates the world for a Yid in times of darkness is the knowledge
that no matter what goes on, it's coming from Hashem who loves us,
and there’s a yeshuah behind it. Hashem prepares the refuah before the
makkah, so in the midst of the darkness there is already a yeshuah waiting
in the wings. Furthermore, we know that all the tzaar that we go through
has a purpose, and is for the good.

This belief is what keeps us going through the galus and throughout
allthe hardships in life. We have to remember that Hashem is always with
us, that He always loves us, and that He's always there for us and can and
will help us. We should never give up hope, and never forget that we are
precious and important in the eyes of Hashem.

Thelist of the shevatim concludes with the words: D*3¥n1 1 qu). Rashi
points out that this seems superfluous; we already know where Yosef was.
So why does the Torah make a point of mentioning this? Rashi answers:

PNV 0P RIN AR IR NR APIIN GOV RN .0V YW INpIR P79
IPTNA T PPN YWY DINNM

This is a nice idea, says the Ohr Hachaim, but why does the passuk
mention it specifically here?

Perhaps we can suggest that just as the purpose of counting Klal Yisrael
was to give us hope and help us get through the galus, as Rav Tzadok
explains, so, too, the idea of emphasizing that Yosef was in Mitzrayim
gives us hope to go through the galus. We have hardships, yes, but Yosef's
hardships were a lot harder than most of ours: He was taken away from
his father and his family and was thrown into Mitzrayim, the bastion of
tumah, all by himself-and even so, he remained the same righteous Yosef

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



who tended to his father's sheep.

Yosef is a lesson to all of us that even in a situation of galus, we, too,
can maintain our tzidkus despite all the nisyonos we go through.

Sowe see that the opening pesukim of this parashah are an introduction
to galus, giving us the tools to hold strong and grow and shteig, to do what
we're supposed to do and overcome our nisyonos.

Torah: the Escape from Galus

At the beginning of the parashah the Torah tells us: 123 ¥R 2pY? NR
1R1. We already know that Yaakov came down to Mitzrayim with his family,
so why does the Torah have to repeat this?

In addition to teaching us how to survive in galus, the Torah is also
teaching us how to get out of galus. Yaakov, who is the D’9R 2w,
represents connection to Torah. Indeed, Rashi says at the beginning of
Parashas Vayechi that as long as Yaakov was alive, the galus of Mitzrayim
couldn't start. That's because Yaakov was the pillar of Torah.

Similarly, when we grasp onto the Torah tightly, that lessens the galus
and takes us out of galus. For the same reason, Shevet Levi, who devoted
themselves to Torah, were not enslaved in Mitzrayim. They never left the
beis midrash, so they weren't subject to the oppression of the Egyptians.

The Midrash Tanchuma on Parashas Noach says that there will always
be two yeshivos that endure throughout all the generations and are not
subject to the yoke of the galus, because Hashem watches over them.

We see that the connection to Torah is what takes us out of galus and
helps us merit geulah.

There are different levels in this regard. Some people’s connection to
Torah is all day, and they are therefore completely removed from the ol
malchus. But even if you're not connected to Torah the whole day, whatever
connection you do have to Torah brings you geulah and takes you out of
galus. The fact that you listen to divrei chizuk every week and learn every
week - that lifts you up and keeps you connected to Hashem, and that
in itself gives us the strength to go from galus to geulah, b'ezras Hashem.

The Three Pathways to Geulah

Connection to Torahis actually one of three pathways to geulah. Yaakov
Avinu's brachah to Ephraim and Menashe was: ¥7 921n »niR 5830 8900
PR DNYIR YNAR DY) 'Y DN2 RIP?) DIPIN DR 712, In this brachah,
Yaakov was imparting the key to geulah —>nx Y¥xn 89110 If you want to
be zocheh to geulah from Mitzrayim, he was saying, you should follow in
my path and in the paths of Avraham and Yitzchak. The path of Yaakoy,

as we mentioned, is the connection to Torah.

The path of Yitzchak, we know, was avodah. One of the ways that Klal
Yisrael merited the geulah from Mitzrayim was through tefillah, by crying
out to Hashem about their unbearable slavery. Every person, in every
situation, needs to connect to Hashem in heartfelt tefillah. That's the
light that takes us out of the darkness of galus. We have to connect to
Hashem through Torah -the path of Yaakov - and also with nnyy¥ Yym
DPoRD YR, the path of Yitzchak. Whatever we need help with, we have
to cry out to Hashem for it, whether it's parnassah, nachas from children,
health, or anything else. We also have to cry out to Hashem about the
galus that we're in and the tzaros that Klal Yisrael suffer. At least once a
day, whether in davening or at another time, we should make a point of
connecting to Hashem in this way, and also to thank Him for all that He
does for us; that also connects us to Him.

And the third pathway to geulah is that of Avraham Avinu, the pillar of
chessed. At the end of the parashah it says that after Moshe Rabbeinu left
Pharaoh'’s palace, the Egyptians started to whip the Yidden even more,
and the Yidden who were supervising their brothers absorbed beatings for
those Yidden who didn't produce their full quota of bricks. When Hashem
saw how the Yidden cared for one another, to the extent that they were
willing to be whipped instead of their brothers, that prompted Him to care
for the Yidden as well as take them out of galus.

The same is true when we care for other people. We don't have to go
far to do this. When we care for our wives and children, when we listen to
them, when we show them care and concern, when we try to help them
with whatever difficulties they are going through, that chessed prompts
Hashem to have rachmanus on us as well and care for us and be there for us.

The Gemara (Berachos 8) says:n71na povn 93 RN 172 WITPN IR
172 %3257 99 IRTA 1R PHY IR 19PN NN BY HHaNNI DYTON MY
oYYn MMR. These three pathways — which are the middos of Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov - bring the geulah. When we follow in the pathways
of the Avos, we cause Hashem to remember His covenant with us, as the
passuk says: M2 MR R) PRY 172 NR GR) 1PY? M2 NR NN
TR DNIIN.

Let's keep inmind how precious we are to Hashem, that Hashem always
loves us, and that what can help take us out of our individual and collective
galuyos is to connect to Hashem through Torah, through the avodah of
heartfelt tefillah and tze'akah, and through chessed and caring for others.

Hashem should bring geulah and yeshuah to each of us and take Klal
Yisrael out of galus b’meheirah.
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