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Special Mazel tov to editor-in-chief Uri Stern upon the birth of a baby boy!
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parshas
Va'eira Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—— ° —/
Benefits of Bizyonos
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Nissan Kaplan Shlita

On the passuk:n»79 Y8 YRIY? 712 HR DI IR HR) NYN HR ‘19277
D¥N 791, Rashi comments: D272 7125 19 719N PHY DIN.

Why did Hakadosh Baruch Hu instruct Moshe and Aharon to accord
honor to Pharaoh?

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz explains that a person has to be careful to
give honor to royalty, regardless of whether the king is deserving of
punishment or not.

The Chasam Sofer gives a fascinating answer. The reason Hashem
instructed Moshe and Aharon to accord honor to Pharaoh and not to belittle
him, he says, is that Hashem didn’t want Pharaoh’s sins to be atoned for
through his being degraded, for then he would not deserve the makkos.

If this is true regarding Pharaoh, kal v'chomer for a person who is not
Pharaoh! When a person has bizyonos, it's a kapparah for his transgressions,
after which he no longer deserves punishment.

I know a Yid who was sitting by the doctor, and the doctor told him
that his wife was very, very sick. This Yid davened to Hashem, “Hashem
give me bizyonos, but I want my wife to live.”

That minute, someone came and caused him terrible shame; the whole
world was talking about the bizyonos. But his wife is baruch Hashem alive.

There's a famous mashal that I heard it from a chashuveh Yid. When
Napoleon was fighting against Russia, he and one of his generals disguised
themselves and walked into a pub to eavesdrop on the Russian peasants
there. Whey they heard the peasants discussing how the Russian army
lost here and the Russian army lost there, they were delighted, thinking
that if the morale of the Russian people was so low, Napoleon’s army
would certainly win the war.

RINY DV [ 4

But then, they heard one peasant say to another, “Those two fellows
sitting there — don't they look like Napoleon and his general?”

Napoleon and his general knew it was only a matter of minutes until
they'd be apprehended. Thinking quickly, the general poured a cup of wine
on himself. Then, he pretended that Napoleon had poured it on him, and
he started to scream at Napoleon: “Why weren't you careful?” He then
began beating Napoleon up and throwing him on the floor.

“This can't be Napoleon,” the peasants told each other. “His people
would never treat him that way.”

Napoleon and his general made it out of the pub safely, after which
the general apologized to Napoleon for having attacked him. “I'm sorry
for humiliating you,” he said, “but I had no choice.”

“You're sorry?" Napoleon exclaimed. “Why are you sorry? That humiliation
saved my life! I'm planning to make you the top general in the army

"

Itis said that a rebbe once made a big seudas hodaah. “What happened?”
peopleinquired. “We haven't heard of any miracle that happened to you.”

“Ihad such bizyonos today,” he replied, “and I have a kabbalah from my
rebbeim that if there’s a gezeirah on a person and he experiences bizyonos,
the bizyonos are instead of the gezeirah. I realized that today I was saved
from something, and that's why I'm celebrating.”

Bizyonos save us; bizyonos and tzaar are a kapparah — so much so, that
when Hashem wanted to give Pharaoh makkos, he cautioned Moshe and
Aharon not to cause Pharaoh any bizyonos.

I once heard from a gadol that when a person accepts bizyonos with
love, the kapparah he receives is many times greater, just as when a person
accepts yissurim with love the kapparah is many times greater.
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Another Person’s Success is Not Your Loss
A number of pesukim later, the Torah tells us:

9P DIXN PIRN HRIV? 222 NRIRNIN DNY ‘N INR TYUR Y IR RIN
D780 YRIY? 02 AR RININY DILN ToN NP7 YR DI2700 D DORIY
JINRY DY RIN

Commenting on the seeming repetition of the names of Moshe and
Aharon, Rashi comments: mmpn w1 nwnd IR DTPRY MMmpn v
TNRI POIPVY 72 1Y IIRY VN DITPNY.

Why does the passuk say first nwn1 11R Rn and then Ry nYn RaN?
The meforshim explain that the Moshe's role was that of the motzi umachnis
- the leader - and Aharon's role was that of the speaker. Therefore, the
Torah interchanges the two roles. When discussing the leadership role, it
places Aharon first, and when the Torah is discussing the speaking role,
it places Moshe first, to teach us that they were equal.

But how can we say that they were equal? Doesn't the Torah itself tell
us: NYNI YRIL2 MY R121 DR KOY?

The meforshim explain that because Aharon rejoiced when his younger
brother, Moshe, was given the leadership role — as the passuk says: 787
1272 NI - he was uplifted to the level that he became equal to Moshe
Rabbeinu.

The message to us is that when we see a person who's more successful
than we are, even if he's younger, we should be happy for him! When a
person is happy for someone else, he reaches a higher madreigah.

Sometimes, we think that if another person is more successful than
we are, it detracts from us and comes at our expense. But the truth is
that no one can take away what rightfully belongs to someone else: &
RN RHNI AR NNIaNa Ny madn. The Chovos Halevavos says, in
Shaar Habitachon, that a person cannot prevent the good destined for
his friend from reaching him, nor can he give his friend anything that was
not destined for him.

Every person receives what he deserves. If a person feels that he's missing
something, or that people are looking down on him, he should be happy,
and realize that the tzaar he is experiencing is instead of something else.

Why Wine?
The parashah begins with Hakadosh Baruch Hu telling Moshe Rabbeinu
the four leshonos of geulah, in the pesukim:

DINR "INR?) 09T DVIYM MI0) Y12 DINR "N7RY DNTIYH DINY
..oy %9
Rashi, at the beginning of Arvei Pesachim, notes that the four cups of

wine that we drink at the Seder correspond to the four leshonos of geulah,
and the fifth cup, which we call kos shel Eliyahu, corresponds to the fifth
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lashon, 'nxam, which will happen le‘asid lavo, when Moshiach comes.

Why do we specifically use wine to symbolize the four leshonos of
geulah? Klal Yisrael are also compared to apples and to nuts, so why don't
we eat those at the Seder?

I heard from my rebbi, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, that the reason
we specifically drink wine at the Seder is that wine has a unique property
that the more you drink, the more you want. All other foods, a person can
eatonly a certain amount, and eventually, he becomes too full to eat more.
If a person likes pizza, for instance, there’s only so much pizza he can eat.
After two pies, or three pies, he has to stop. If a person likes sushi, he'll
eat five rolls, or six rolls, but then he won’t be able to put any more into
his mouth. A person who likes chocolate won't be able to eat more than
two bars. But a drunkard will never stop wanting wine.

Kirvas Hashem works the same way. When you experience it, you don't
become full; on the contrary, you want more: w1na ynWN j¥’2 YRYN DR.
When a person learns he wants to learns more. As long as he hasn't opened
asefer, it's hard for him to go learn, but when he starts to learn he wants
to learn more and more. Similarly, a person who davens as though he
really needs it feels an urge to daven more and more, while a person who
davens Minchah for two minutes will have a really hard time davening.

The closer you become to Hashem, the more kirvas Hashem you'll want.
When Moshiach will come and the world will be full of Torah, we'll want
more kedushah, we'll want to be closer to Hashem. The geulah is compared
to wine in the sense that the more you have, the more you want.

There is another way in which the geulah is similar to wine. To produce
wine, you take good grapes and spoil them and crush them. After that
process, they become wine — and the longer you leave it, the better it
becomes.

Sometimes in life a person has to suffer, but in the end he benefits
from it. This is the way of Yiddishkeit. We needed to go to Mitzrayim to
produce Klal Yisrael. Eisav didn't go to Mitzrayim, but he didn't produce
a Klal Yisrael. We suffered in Mitzrayim, but in the end we came out as
Klal Yisrael. We don't understand why it has to be like that, and we don't
understand why so many people had to die in Mitzrayim, but we do know
that it made us better.

Wine becomes good after much crushing and effort and souring.
Similarly, after all the suffering, the geulah comes.

From these parashiyos, we have to learn that the way of Yiddishkeit
and the path of growth is that not everything is always sweet and nice.
Sometimes, we suffer, but in the end the yeshuah comes. While we're
experiencing the yissurim, we have to view them as the process that makes
the wine, the process that brings the geulah. We should be zocheh, with
Hashem's help, to mnp5y, smornynHenm ynreIm and 'nRan and to see
Moshiach’s arrival speedily.
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