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Parashas
Terumah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

L . —/
The Heart Brings Down the Shechinah
— . —a/

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

Immediately after the parashiyos of Mattan Torah - Parashas Yisro
and Parashas Mishpatim — we begin the parashiyos of the Mishkan. The
Ramban, in his introduction to Sefer Shemos, explains that the first level
of Klal Yisrael's geulah was leaving Mitzrayim. The next level of geulah
was Mattan Torah, and the pinnacle of geulah was the Mishkan, where
the Shechinah rested on Klal Yisrael and they returned to the level of
their forefathers.

It's no coincidence that hashraas haShechinah occurred immediately
after Mattan Torah, for the site of hashraas haShechinah was on the aron,
which contains and represents the Torah. This teaches us that the primary
hashraas haShechinah in Klal Yisrael derives from the power of the Torah.

On the words nnyIm *% NP2 YRIV? %2 YR 127, the Midrash wonders
why, ininstructing Klal Yisrael to donate to the Mishkan, the Torah used the
wordnp, they should take, rather thanm?, they should give. The Midrash

answers that when they were giving to the Mishkan, they were actually
receiving.

What were they receiving? One answer in the Midrash is that they were
receiving Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself; another answer is that they were
receiving the Torah. The two are essentially synonymous, as we know that
RIN TN ROYNIRY RIN T2 ROTIP.

Chazal also note that the word nninn contains the letters that spell
N, plus a‘n, conveying that Klal Yisrael received the Torah, which was
given in forty days. The Midrash then goes on to note that the Torah is
called :v0 npY - hence mp?.

Recognizing the Value of the Gift

Initially, continues the Midrash, Klal Yisrael did not recognize what a
special gift the Torah was, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu therefore told them
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to look at the radiance of Moshe’s face when he came down from Har
Sinai and see what Torah does to a person. Then, Klal Yisrael saw how
special the Torahis.

This Midrash begs explanation. Klal Yisrael had just experienced
Mattan Torah, where they saw the mountain being raised, the heavens
being opened, and the fire, lightning, and thunder of Maamad Har Sinai.
That wasn't enough to show them how special the Torah is?

Perhaps we can explain the Midrash through a diyuk in the passuk:anp?|
Y. Terumah, Chazal say, is a reference to Torah. Of course Klal Yisrael
knew the Torah is special. But what effect does it have on them? That,
they didn't know, and that's what Hakadosh Baruch Hu was emphasizing
when He said: npyn 272 mpn.

“Look at Moshe Rabbeinu,” Hashem said. “He went up on Har Sinai for
forty days, and he returned with karnei hod."

What's the significance of forty days? Chazal explain that it takes forty
days for a baby to be formed and have the din of a person. After Moshe
Rabbeinu learned Torah for forty days, he came down from Har Sinai with
newfound radiance, like a new creation. That's the effect that Torah has
on a person. Seeing this, Klal Yisrael recognized the beauty of Torah, and
then they wanted to become new creations themselves and acquire the
shine and the beauty that the Torah confers on a person: nn1m *7 mp.

How is this accomplished? Through nedivus halev, as the passuk
states:a% 127 YR WK Y2 nRn. The Gaon, on Shir Hashirim, wonders
why the Mishkan had to be built through voluntary donations. Why didn't
Hashem simply obligate the Yidden to give?

To answer this question, he cites Chazal's teaching on the passuk:ywy)
DN *MIY) WIPN 29, They shall make me a Sanctuary and I will dwell in
them. We would think the passuk should have said: 'm12W) Y110 *7 10P)
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1303, They shallmake me a Sanctuary and Iwill dwell in it. But Chazal explain
that the purpose of the Mishkan was that Hashem should dwell 95 7302
TNRY TNR. The Gaon explains that hashraas haShechinah happens in the
heart of a person — but only when there’s 2% 327 9WR.

The construction of the Mishkan brought all of Klal Yisrael together
for a single cause. In that sense, the Mishkan unified all of Klal Yisrael,
and was the culmination of Klal Yisrael's nedivus halev. This caused the
Shechinah to rest on every individual.

Klal Yisrael as a nation, along with each individual, donated their hearts,
as it were, to Torah. Whether it's kvias ittim laTorah, or carefully fulfilling the
Torah's halachos and mitzvos, or supporting Torah, we all form one unit
of nedivus, of uniting our hearts for Torah. That's what causes hashraas
haShechinah in the hearts of Klal Yisrael.

This is the meaning of the words in Shir Hashirim: nanx 917 1.
The inside of the Mishkan is the love and nedivus halev of Klal Yisrael:
of people getting up early to learn, of people staying up late to learn, of
people learning when they're tired, of people supporting Torah, of people
living lives of Torah and exhibiting mesirus nefesh for Torah. Every person
displays love for Torah in his own way, and this brings Klal Yisrael together
and causes hashraas haShechinah in the hearts of Klal Yisrael.

When there’s hashraas haShechinah inside the heart, then the person
changes. He becomes uplifted, and merits the karnei hod, the manifestation
of the radiance and beauty of a Yid.

The Midrash Rabbah states that Moshe Rabbeinu wondered how it was
possible to contain the Shechinah within a physical dwelling, considering
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu fills the entire universe: Y1123 yaxn %3 Xon.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu assured him that there was no need to build Him a
massive palace: He could dwell in a small place the size of the Mishkan.
This shows us that Hashem doesn’t make excessive demands of people.
Don't think that in order for the Torah to have an effect on you, you have
to perform extraordinary feats, such as learning eighteen hours a day, or
giving millions of dollars to yeshivos. Every person on his level, with his
connection to Torah, with his kvias ittim and support of Torah, displays
nedivus halev in his own way. As long as you're doing, and you're trying,
the Shechinah will dwell upon you and uplift you.

Stay Young!

The aron, which contains the Torah, was the primary site of hashraas
haShechinah. Upon it were two keruvim, and the Baal Haturim cites the
Gemarathat states that one of the faces of the keruvim was that of a naar,
ayouth, alluding to the passuk in Hoshea that states: ynan) Y8792 91 7.

What is this youthfulness that Hashem loves? A youth is always looking
to grow, and he approaches opportunities for growth with excitement
and hislahavus. It's so important for us to always maintain that youthful
excitement and try to shteig and grow.

At first, Klal Yisrael didn't understand how profoundly the Torah affects
us, but when we see the kedushah and uniqueness of Moshe Rabbeinu
and all of the talmidei chachamim around us, that gives us the youthful
cheishek to grow and become special, too. With the Torah, we can all grow,
each person in his own way, and that will uplift us and bring the Shechinah
into our homes and our lives.

Since Hashem and the Torah are one entity, the more we connect to the
Torah, learn Torah, and dedicate our lives to the Torah, the more we bring
Hakadosh Baruch Hu into our lives, and the more the Shechinah dwells in
our hearts and beautifies us.

When we demonstrate our nedivus halev together — each one of us in
our way — and resolve together to reinforce our commitment to Torah,
we have a special koach.

The Chofetz Chaim wonders how it was possible for all of Klal Yisrael
to declare, in unison, naaseh venishma. How could an entire nation utter
these words at the same time, spontaneously? Do Yidden ever agree on
anything? All of them? Obviously, this was a miracle. The Chofetz Chaim
explains that the reason Hashem brought about this miracle is that when
Yidden make a kabbalah together, it has a special strength for everyone
to mechazek the other one.

So let's be mekabel together now to become more connected to the
Torah, and think about how we can upgrade our nedivus halev and express
ayouthful desire to grow and bring out our beauty and radiance. We should
all be zocheh to have more hashraas haShechinah in our lives and in our
homes, as the passuk says: "W nx PR YR TpnN Y32 (referring to
the Torah), 2721 YR N1y, with all the brachos.
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