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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Zachor Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— o

—

The Root of Leitzanus Revealed

—

_——

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita

This week we read Parashas Zachor, the second of the Arba Parashiyos.
The Rishonim explain that although there is a mitzvah of zechiras mechiyas
Amalek the whole year, Chazal deemed it most appropriate to schedule
it right before Purim as a prelude to the avodas hayom of Purim. Rashi in
Megillah explains that Chazal instituted the reading of Parashas Zachor
right before Purimin order to link mechiyas Amalek with mechiyas Haman.
Haman was a descendant of Amalek, and therefore, reading the Megillahiis,
in essence, zechiras mechiyas Amalek. We begin this avodah with Parashas
Zachor, establishing the mitzvah of eradicating all remnants of Amalek.

If so, mechiyas Amalek is a very central theme in the avodas hayom
of Purim. Let us try to gain some insight into the fundamentals of this
mitzvah and how it manifests itself in the pnimius of the Yom Tov of Purim.

At first glance, the mitzvah of zechiras mechiyas Amalek seems very
perplexing. The ideas of hate, war, and killing is so foreign to Yiddishkeit,
and yet this mitzvah involves these extreme measures, to the extent
of murdering the infants of Amalek. Over the generations, many critics
have used this mitzvah as an excuse to poke fun and ridicule the holy
Torah, and we need to try to understand on some level what is at the
core of this obligation of hate and genocide that doesn't seem to have
any counterpart in the Torah.

This mitzvah can't simply be a response to how Amalek treated Kilal
Yisrael, since there have been so many other nations that waged war
against Klal Yisrael and have tormented the Jews over the generations,
but were not sentenced to the gezeirah of P21y 921 PR ANNN.

What is unique about the evil Amalek represents that makes it deserve
this unusual treatment?

The first principle we must establish is that zechiras mechiyas Amalek
is not intended on a personal level, but is, rather, intended to eradicate
the evil and corruption represented by the middos of Amalek. Accordingly,
we need to try to shed light on this terrible root of Amalek that warrants
a total obliteration of any vestiges of its ideology.

M7 - MXN NYIa 13

The Yalkut Shimoni states that words in Mishlei nam y3 refer to Amalek.
With this, the Midrash reveals that the primary middah of Amalek is
leitzanus. This seems surprising, for where do we find that leitzanus was
the root middah of Amalek? And what is so fundamentally malignant
about leitzanus?

Leitzanus. Removing the Ol

The Midrash is not merely enlightening us with a new insight into
the evil of Amalek, but is actually giving us a deeper understanding of
the middah of leitzanus. We typically understand leitzanus as a tendency
toward humor and lightheadedness, but the meforshim tell us that while
those might be manifestations or expressions of leitzanus, there's actually
amore nefarious root to leitzanus.

The middah of leitzanus is ignited when one cannot accept the existence
of a higher authority than himself. Indeed, the Maharsha (Berachos 28)
says that leitzanus is prikas ol. Similarly, the Gra on Mishlei writes that
leitzanus is prikas ol Torah veyiras Shomayim. In other words, the force
that triggers leitzanus is an inability to submit oneself to accept an ol
which then causes the person to ridicule and mock.

The Midrash tells us that after all the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim and
Krias Yam Suf, all the nations felt a unanimous fear toward Klal Yisrael
and the Eibishter, as the passuk states: 1377 nony wnv. Klal Yisrael
were a “boiling bath™ they were invincible, the am hanivchar who could
not be taken on by anyone. Along came Amalek and jumped into that
bath, cooling it off: 7772 77 9WR. This was a manifestation of Amalek’s
inability to submit themselves to something greater.

The Midrash Tanchuma describes this act of Amalek with the following
words: 121 Pap TNR H»*Ha 12 82, Amalek is called a5»r9a 13, and Rashi
in Sefer Devarim explains that the word %92 means %y 52 - without
the ol of Hashem. This dovetails with the idea that the root of Amalek’s
need to cool down Klal Yisrael was Y92, prikas ol, which creates the
need for leitzanus.
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The Midrash tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu specifically chose Yehoshua
astheoneto fight Amalek because he descended from Yosef, who declared:
R IR DFORN NR, and was therefore the ideal candidate to prevail over
Amalek, whose middah was 0'po® 87 X9). This is not a separate middah
of Amalek; rather, it's the root of the prikas ol that fuels the leitzanus.

The Midrash is confirming that the root of Amalek'’s depravity is 89
mPYR R, the inability to submit themselves and accept ol malchus
Shomayim. The antidote to Amalek is a descendant of Yosef, who excelled
in kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim.

This understanding of the evil of Amalek sheds light on the obligation
to eradicate every remnant of this middah. On the passuk: np ©3 5y 1,
the Midrash explains that as long as Amalek’s name exists, Hashem's
name is incomplete and His throne is incomplete. Any trace of Amalek in
this world makes it impossible for the Eibishter's true hanhagah to be felt.

Thisis why the war against Amalek is referred to as: p2nya ‘n% nnanon.
Itis amilchemes Hashem, in which we eradicate every bit of Amalekin order
to allow for shleimus of Hakadosh Baruch Hu's hanhagah to fill this world.
We are not looking to mete out retribution and kill the nation of Amalek
for their persecution of Klal Yisrael. Rather, in order to experience the
full revelation of malchuso Yisbarach, we need to eradicate this insidious
middah of leitzanus and prikas ol, which is the antithesis of yiras Shomayim
and kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim.

The passuk in Mishlei says: 12 i 120 9, which means that a leitz is
typically drawn to drinking wine. Why is that? Rabbeinu Yonah explains that
leitzanus is synonymous with prikas ol, and extensive alcohol consumption
leads to prikas ol. Therefore, there is a very symbiotic relationship between
leitzanus and drinking wine, since the leitz is seeking prikas ol to break
down barriers and undermine authority, and drinking wine furthers that
goal, fueling prikas ol and defiance. This is a cycle: the leitz pursues the
wine that feeds his desire to be porek ol, and the wine intensifies those
feelings of prikas ol.

Thisis a fundamental theme in the avodas hayom of Purim. As we read
Megillas Esther, which the Marcheshes considers an act of zechiras mechiyas
Amalek, we observe Mordechai Hatzaddik standing up to Amalek, which is
embodied in Haman, who tried making leitzanus of Klal Yisrael and being
porek ol malchus Shomayim by claiming that the Eibishter’s hester panim
was an indication that he was “sleeping on the job," kaveyachol. It took

the gevurah of Mordechai not to be moved by this leitzanus and to remain
strong and devoted to the Eibishter's kavod: 3un »1 X1 np 8). That's what
brought about the ultimate mechiyas Amalek, with the downfall of Haman.

Shikkuren Zich Vi Ah Yid

Accordingly, we can understand the puzzling obligation of w»1& 271
®191'mo1a5. What was Chazal's intention in giving a mitzvah for Yidden
to becomeinebriated? Many poskim struggle to take these words literally,
noting that intoxication is so looked down upon in the eyes of Chazal,
and excessive drinking is a dangerous habit. So why does it become a
mitzvah on Purim?

The answer is that for those that are holding on a certain level, this
mitzvah brings about a great tikkun. I heard in the name of Rav Hutner
zt"| that the avodah is "tzu shikkuren zich vi ah Yid un nisht tzu shikkuren
zich vi a goy." The drunkenness of leitzanus is a desperate attempt to be
porek ol and escape from the world of responsibility and integrity. That's
the drunkenness Rabbeinu Yonah refers to when explaining the passuk:
72V NN P PY.

The tikkun of 81191 'mD2Y is to get drunk like a Yid gets drunk. We
have all had opportunities to see true ovdei Hashem fulfill this mitzvah
in the most beautiful manner, when a true talmid chacham loses himself
and all of his earthly inhibitions and becomes a nonstop fountain of divrei
Torah and expressions of longing for closeness to Hashem and ahavas
Yisrael. That's the “170 R¥>" that comes out.

In truth, this form of inebriation is equally a quest of prikas ol, but its
goal is to release a person of the ol of this world, the ol of the cheshbonos
rabbim of the alma deshikra, and break through the person’s natural
inhibitions so that he can show his true, pure emotions.

That is the great avodah that begins with Parashas Zachor: to engage in
zechiras Amalek and eradicate the terrible middah of leitzanus and prikas ol
thatis the antithesis of kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim. This work continues
through the reading of the Megillah as we celebrate the downfall of Haman,
who embodied this prikas ol. We are given a lofty task of coming full circle
by becoming drunk as a Yid and seeking to cast off the ol of this world
and fully express our deepest desire to be mekabel ol malchus Shomayim.

Gut Shabbos.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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