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Parashas p
Furaha ARSHAPREVIEW
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Hachodesh which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ o —
Ofter Yourself!
—— o —

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

We're starting Sefer Vayikra, which is also known as Toras Kohanim.
Each of the five Chumashim has another name: Bereishis is called Sefer
Hayetzirah, Shemos is called Sefer Hasheini, and so on.

Sefer Hasheini might sound like a technical name, but I once heard
that the significance of this name is that Shemos is actually the Sefer
Hayetzirah Hasheini. Bereishis discusses the creation of the world, while
Shemos discusses the creation of Klal Yisrael.

In Shemos, we have the mitzvah of 037 n1n WTnn, the first mitzvah
given to Klal Yisrael, which represents the yetzirah of Klal Yisrael. As we
know, there are different levels in Creation: domem, chai, tzomei‘ach and
medaber. The creation of Klal Yisrael went beyond that, establishing a
new level of creation, because a Yid is on a different level.

Sefer Vayikrais all about korbanos, and the Arizal notes that the korbanos
represented all facets of creation. From the world of tzomei‘ach, we had oil,
flour,and wine. From the world of chai, we had animals. From the world of
domem, there was the salt brought with the korbanos. And from the world
of medaber there were the kohanim and the people bringing the korban.

Pesach is called Pesach al sheim hadilug, because Hashem skipped over
the houses of the Yidden during Makkas Bechoros and spared the Jewish
firstborn. Yet we know that the mashchis did not differentiate between
good and bad, so how could it have killed only the Egyptian firstborn?
Because at the moment of chatzos, Klal Yisrael was born and reached
a new level of existence. The mashchis had been granted permission to
kill regular human beings, but not members of Klal Yisrael. They might
have been on the forty-ninth level of tumah, but now they were a new
creation: Yidden, " 1Yy XY,

Parashas Hachodesh is about renewing our awareness that a Yid is

different and reinforcing the commitment that comes along with that.
And that's also what Sefer Vayikra is about.

In the yotzros of Shabbos Hachodesh, the piyut says: mwImn nyax
Nmna3. These four charashim (builders), says the Gemara (Succah 52)
based on a passuk in Zecharyah, are: Moshiach ben Yosef, Moshiach ben
Dovid, Eliyahu and Kohen Tzedek.

What is the connection between these four individuals? Moshiach ben
Yosef, Moshiach ben Dovid, and Eliyahu represent the building of the Beis
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Hamikdash. The fourth builder, Kohen Tzedek, Rashi says, is Sheim the
son of Noach, who built the teivah.

There's afamous letter from Rav Hutner in which he writes that there
aretwo places where the Torah describes a building in detail. One was the
Mishkan, and the other is Noach's teivah. Rav Hutner goes on to explain
that a yeshiva serves the functions of both a Mishkan and a teivah. A
yeshiva has to be a teivah, a place of refuge, because there’s a spiritual
mabul outside. At the same time, it is place of spiritual elevation, avodas
Hashem, hashra'as haShechinah, and closeness to Hashem. Maintaining a
connection to a yeshiva isimportant the whole year, but certainly now, as
we approach Chodesh Nissan and we're starting the parashiyos of korbanos
and preparing for Pesach, part of renewing our commitment to being a
Yid is ensuring that we are connected to a yeshiva.

A Time for Renewal

The first mitzvah given to Klal Yisrael, D3 nin Wnn, represents
Klal Yisrael's renewal. Every month, the moon waxes until it is full, and
then wanes until it disappears completely. Then, once again, the new
moon reappears. The sefarim explain that the new moon represents the
pinteleh Yid that's in every Jew, which at times may seem to be totally
gone, but can suddenly reappear and spark a renewal. There's always an
opportunity to reconnect and grow again — and if you fall again, there's
another chance for renewal.

Rashi says as much in the beginning of Parashas Vayikra when he
explains that “Vayikra" is alashon of kriyah, a lashon of chibah. It's not mikreh,
not a coincidence. With regard to goyim, such as Bilam, the word used is
“vayikar." True, Bilam was a medaber, and he experienced nevuah, which
is a very high level of dibbur and interaction with the Ribbono Shel Olam,
but it was still vayikar, by chance. With a Yid, the connection to Hashem is
not by chance. He wants a connection of chibah and he's searching for it.

Rashi says that Hashem'’s voice would emanate from between the two
keruvim, but when it came to the outer chatzer it stopped. The voice was
tremendously loud and powerful, but it remained contained within the
Mishkan. Similarly, there's a tremendously resounding kol haTorah, but
it's inside the beis midrash; you won't feel it outside. That's why a person
has to be connected to Torah and maintain that connection to a yeshiva.
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The Ideal Korban

The second passuk in Parashas Vayikra says: ‘0% 127 Dan 2972 2 DR
D217 DR 1PN IRXD 17 IR20 10 "NNAN 1, and the Nesivos Shalom
notes a distinction between the two parts of the passuk. The ideal level
of a korban is: Dan 2772 *> DR — when the person is really offering up
himself along with the korban. That is truly a “n 127p. There is another,
lower level of bringing a korban, which is when a person understands that
there’s an avodah of korbanos, which are brought 191 920 11 NnPNaN N
18¥0. That is also acceptable, but it's 3277, not a “n% 127p.

The Sfas Emes writes that when the Torah says nan 2972 » DR, it
means that a person is offering up his pnimiyus, his innermost desires,
and is submitting his own wishes before those of the Ribbono Shel Olam.
That's what a korban is.

The Sfas Emes adds a beautiful insight, based on the famous Gemara
that says: 22 N¥17 R TY IMR PO, The true meaning of the expression,
“Where there’s a will there's a way” is that if a person really wants, then
Hashem will put him in a situation of 232 90 DYoY Nad, compelling him
in the manner of 228 N¥Y7 MRIY TY IMR P12, Sometimes, a person can't
do something unless he's forced. If you really want, if it's11%1%, then you'll
get to theymr pgy —Hashem will put you into the situation and force you.

We know that nnxa 1nRIp? IWR 599 YRIP 937 ‘0 11p. If a person calls
out and he truly wants that kriah, that call of connection and interaction
with the Ribbono Shel Olam, then he gets close to Ribbono Shel Olam.
That's what korbanos and Sefer Vayikra are about, and that's what Parashas

Hachodesh is about.

A Family Korban

The Korban Pesach had certain unique aspects, one of which was that
itwas the first korban brought by Klal Yisrael, and it represented Hashem's
skipping over the Jewish homes and differentiating between a Yid and a
goy. Another unique aspect of the Korban Pesach, which was especially
relevant to Pesach Mitzrayim but remains relevant to all generations, was
that the blood of the original Korban Pesach was placed on the doorframe.
The Jewish home was differentiated from the non-Jewish homes, and the
head of the household became a kohen gadol of sorts.

Even in subsequent years, Korban Pesach was always eaten in a
chaburah, which was usually a family unit. Pesach, then, was a time of
renewal among families. In the time of Gidon, for instance, Rashi notes
that Gidon said, “Yesterday our father recited Hallel," indicating that he
was sitting at his father’s table. His father wasn't the gadol hador, and we
would have thought that Gidon would have spent the Seder with his rosh
yeshiva or rebbi, but no, he was home with his father.

The Leil Haseder is a night of transmission from father to son, and it's
carried out in a family setting: max may nY YWr DRy NPN. As we go
into Nissan, with all the work of cleaning and preparation, let's try to do
this avodah in the right way, family style, with achdus. Instead of being
avodas perach, this could enhance the family flavor of the Jewish home
and spark a renewal.

We should be zocheh to be makriv onoan 121 oonarn n.

THIS SUNDAY

The Mir.

A TIMELESS MESORAH

Mir Yerushalayim Annual Celebration Dinner
3.18.2018 - n”ywn 1071 "2
Bell Works - Holmdel, NJ
3:30-4:30 Pre-event Shiurim
4:30 Reception
6:00 Dinner Program
8:00 Rejoice with our Rabbeim
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