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Parashas
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

oo —

——

Become King Over Yourself

—’

Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagshal Shlita

In this week's parashah we have the topic of nazir, as the passuk says:
S0 Y P T MY K79 D NYR IR YR

A nazir is someone who vowed to abstain from |" and 12w, which
represent the various pleasures of Olam Hazeh. The word nazir, the sefarim
explain, is related to nezer, a crown. A nazir, who removes himself from
the pleasures of Olam Hazeh, is someone who deserves a crown, because
he’s like aking, a ruler over his desires. In contrast, a person who is mired
in the pleasures of this world is like a slave.

I'd like to discuss the connection between the concept of malchus and
the idea of nazir.

We just finished celebrating the Yom Tov of Shavuos — Mattan Torah,
Kabbalas HaTorah. The central focus of the simchah of Shavuos is obviously
that we're happy that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us the Torah. But the
Gemara in (Pesachim 68b) famously explains that this is not the only
simchah of Shavuos, as we see from R’ Yosef:

RN ORD R IR INR RNYN RYIY D 172 IR RNINYT RN OV 19
LRPIVA RIR QDY 110 DM RPT

R’ Yosef asked his family members to prepare him a special seudah
for Shavuos. “If not for this day,” he said, “there would have been many
Yosefs in the marketplace.” Rashi explains what was special about the day
of Shavuos for R’ Yosef:

TPVY PIVA 12710 DIVIR 1770 NNRMINDN AN ONTAZY - RN RN IRD IR
01125 13 i oY

What turned R" Yosef from a plain Yosef in the marketplace to the heiligeh
Rav Yosef was the fact that he learned Torah and was uplifted by it. On Shavuos,
he wanted to show his great simchah, so he made a special seudah.

We see that the main simchah of R Yosef wasn't just with the Torah -
his simchah was with himself, the fact that he was uplifted and became
special through the Torah. That's the main simchah of Shavuos - not just
to rejoice with the Torah, but to rejoice with oneself.

Which Luchos Do We Learn From?

On Shavuos, we received the first luchos at Har Sinai. Those luchos were

RWI NVI9 | 4

short-lived, however. On the seventeenth of Tammuz, Moshe Rabbeinu came
down from Shomayim and broke the first Juchos. Then he went up to Shomayim
asecond time, and a third time, until finally, on Yom Kippur, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu said: 77272 *mn2v, and gave Moshe Rabbeinu the second luchos.

The Gemara in Eruvin teaches that the limud haTorah that we do now,
after the giving of the second luchos, is completely different from the limud
haTorah that would have been possible had we received only the first luchos.
With the first luchos, there was no possibility of forgetting Torah —we would
have learned Torah and remembered everything we learned. In addition,
Chazal say that had we received the first luchos, we would not have needed
any of the sefarim of na 92w NN, or even the &2 7190, It was possible
to look at the luchos and comprehend all of Torah from them.

With the second luchos, we don't have that. With the second luchos,
there's nnaw, and there's mYny. There's no such thing as understanding
something easily; we have to break our heads to get into a sugya, to
understand a Gemara or a Rashi, and it involves a lot of effort.

Obviously, the Torah that R’ Yosef learned was not the Torah of the first
luchos, but rather, the Torah of the second luchos. He exerted himself to
learn, just like everyone else. So why was he so happy about Shavuos, the
day we were given the first luchos, when it would seem that what made
R’ Yosef into R’ Yosef was the Torah of the second luchos? It would have
made more sense for R' Yosef to rejoice on Yom Kippur, the day when the
second luchos were given. Indeed, the Gemara says that Yom Kippur is one
of the greatest Yamim Tovim, and one of the reasons is that Yom Kippur,
besides being the day of forgiveness and atonement, is also the day when
the Torah-i.e., the second luchos—were given. But R’ Yosef wasn't making
this statement about Yom Kippur; he was making this statement about
Shavuos. What did R’ Yosef have from the Yom Tov of Shavuos, from the
first luchos, which came and went?

Of Freedom and Slavery

The Mishnah in Avos says:

NP 9 MmN RIN DPOR 2PN 2RI 1D DEOR nvyn mndm
DA TININA POIY M RIR PN 12 97 PRY 1IN RIR MAN RIPH OR

This idea needs explanation. How can it be that someone who is
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connected to Torah is the true ben chorin? It would appear to be just the
opposite - someone who's not connected to Torah and is not limited by
all the Torah's do's and don’ts should be the ben chorin, since he's free to
do whatever he wants, go wherever he wants, see whatever he wants. As
amatter of fact, if a Yid isn't frum Rachmana litzlan, we call him a “freiyer
Yid," a “chofshi.” He's free, because he's not meshubad to the Torah.

The Nefesh Hachaim explains that when Adam Harishon was created,
he did not have a yetzer hara. That doesn't mean there was no yetzer hara
atall; rather, there was a yetzer hara, but it wasn't part of Adam. The yetzer
harawasn't inside of him —it was external, in the form of the nachash that
was convincing him to sin. Adam himself was purely the neshamah, which
was created without a yetzer hara alongside it.

After the sin of the eitz hadaas, the Nefesh Hachaim continues, the
yetzer hara went inside Adam. From then on, a person feels within himself
a desire to sin. But even after Adam ate from the eitz hadaas, his essence
didn't change - the adam was still the neshamah, the yetzer tov. The only
difference was that mixed into him was the yetzer hara, which confuses
him as to his real identity and dupes him into thinking, “I really want to do
this aveirah.” But the yetzer hara is not the “I" at all - the “I" of a person,
his “zich," is his neshamah, which is repulsed by aveiros.

Someone who's not connected to the Torah and is “free” to do anything
he wants is really the greatest slave, because his true essence is being pulled
on aleash by the yetzer hara, which convinces him that this is what he wants
todo. Butit's not true - it's not him at all. He's completely under the control
of the yetzer hara, and his real “zich" is not in control whatsoever. That's a
person who's not involved in Talmud Torah. But when a person is involved in
Talmud Torah, which is really the essence of a Yid — as we know that Rw™p
RIN TN HRIWN RN RN 2 - that limud haTorah stirs the neshamah
within a person and puts him in touch with his true self. Once a person is in
touch with himself, he's able to look at the yetzer hara as something else, and
identify what “I" want and what the yetzer hara wants. Such a person can look
objectively at the yetzer hara as an outside force, and see the “I" in him as the
neshamah. He is the true ben chorin, for he's no longer in the clutches of the
yetzerhara. The yetzer hara might try to convince him, but he has bechirah—he
can make a decision, because he’s in touch with his real self. That's the gadlus
of someone who's n7n TN7N2 P, and that's the idea of y7n 9% 'nrI2
PYan nmn 1Y 'nrIa. In order for a person to get in touch with himself, he
has to have a connection to Torah.

I think this passuk of rinpn %Y MmN is hinting to us how we reach this
madreigah. If someone learns Torah merely as something external to him -
the Gemara is on the table and he’s on the chair—I'm not sure if the Torah is

going tobe able to do that for him. It's like he's writing on a paper, and the ink
and the paper remain two separate entities. What'sm n? It means engraved
- the writing and the item that's being written upon are one and the same.
If someone's limud haTorah is engraved on him, one with him, then it will get
him in touch with himself and bring him to this madreiah of mAn, of man.

R’ Yosef rejoiced on Shavuos with himself — he was happy with himself
because he became uplifted through the Torah. That comes from 5y mn
rn%n, being one with the Torah, for if R' Yosef wouldn't have been one with
the Torah, his Torahwould have been just a collection of knowledge, and would
not have uplifted him. It's because R’ Yosef reached this madreigah of mAn
that the Torah uplifted him and put him in touch the neshamah within him.

The words rmjn Y m N are written with regard to the first luchos, not
the second.It was the first luchos that gave us that ability to engrave Torah
upon our hearts and thereby become a ben chorin, and even though they
were ultimately broken, the ability remained with us. The Torah that R’
Yosef learned was the Torah of Yom Kippur, the Torah of the second luchos,
but the impression that the Torah made on him - the mn, the uniting
with the Torah, the opportunity to see his real self - that was gained on
Shavuos. And that's the reason R’ Yosef - and all of Klal Yisrael along with
him - rejoice with this Yom Tov of Shavuos.

Crowning the Nazir

This would seemto be the idea of the nazir as well. A nazir, who removes
himself from the pleasures of Olam Hazeh, is also getting in touch with
himself. At the end of the parashah of nazir it says:
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When the nazir's period of nezirus is over, he should bring “him” -1k R0
- to the Ohel Moed. It sounds as though the passuk means he should bring
someone else! Rashi explains that the nazir brings himself. The passuk refers
to him in this unusual way, says the Meshech Chochmah, because after the
nazir abstains from wine for the period of his nezirus, uplifting himself to a
higher madreigah and getting in touch with the neshamah within himself, he's
abletolook at himself objectively: there's my neshamah and there's my yetzer
hara. What we usually call “I," he's able to look at as someone else: R R7.

That's the greatest cheirus, the greatest leadership, the greatest kingship.
On the other hand, someone who is not removed from these matters of
Olam Hazeh is really the greatest slave. The nazir receives his title because
he deserves a nezer, a crown, for getting in touch with himself and being
able to look at himself objectively. He's the real ruler over himself, just as
we learn that N7/m TIN7N2 POIYY M0 RYR PIIN 12 77 PR.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by

RVINWIA |5

DOVIP PN NDW YV NWIan *va - WITh A



