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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Behaaloscha Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— —/
)
It’s All From Hashem
— g —

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman Shlita

This week's parashah contains a lengthy, seven-passuk description of
Klal Yisrael's travels through the Midbar, in which the Torah informs us
what caused Klal Yisrael to travel and what caused them to encamp, and
lists the various possibilities of how long an encampment could last: one
night, a few days, amonth, a year, etc. The Torah then emphasizes that all
of Klal Yisrael's travels in the Midbar were done as directed by Hashem:
WD ‘18 HYY N ‘1 a Y.

The meforshim, including Ramban, Rabbeinu Bachaye, and the Ohr
Hachaim, take note of this lengthy description and wonder why the Torah
had to go into such detail about the travels. Wouldn't it have sufficed to
simply say that Klal Yisrael traveled and camped al pi Hashem?

Ramban and the OhrHachaim explain that the Torah's lengthy description
is actually intended as a praise of Klal Yisrael, who followed Hashem’s
instructions to travel or camp regardless of their own comfort. At times,
they were uncomfortable in a particular place, yet they remained there
until Hashem's cloud lifted, indicating that they should travel. Other times,
they were very comfortable in their place of encampment, yet even if
Hashem'’s cloud lifted after a short time, when they were still tired from
traveling, they left without complaint and resumed their travels. This was
the case, for instance, in the place called Eilim, where Klal Yisrael found
70 palm trees with dates, as well as springs of water. Although they were
comfortable and would have liked to stay there longer, they nevertheless
traveled when the cloud lifted shortly after their arrival.

Attimes, the cloud rested above the Mishkan, indicating thatKlal Yisrael
should encamp, and remained there all night, so Klal Yisrael unpacked
all their packages and possessions, thinking they would be staying in
that place for a while - only to discover the very next morning that it was
already time to travel.

The Ohr Hachaim adds that for Klal Yisrael, it made no difference
whether they had to stay in one place for a long time or a short time,
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even though naturally, after being in a place for a long time they would
have already wanted to leave and move on, and after being in a place for
ashort time they would have still been tired from the journey and wanted
to stay longer. They didn't find any of these situations easier or more
difficult than another. Why? Because their travels were completely al pi
Hashem, and their entire will was to fulfill ratzon Hashem. Since they knew,
through the cloud, exactly what Hashem wanted from them - to travel
or to encamp - they faithfully followed Hashem's directions: nanwn nx
nYn T2 ‘19 Sy 1y ‘.

Yet we find, in this very parashah, that Klal Yisrael had plenty of
complaintsin the Midbar. They complained about not having water. They
complained about not having meat. They complained about not having fish,
melons, onions, garlic, and other foods that they had eaten in Mitzrayim:
NR) DNVIRD NR) DRYPD MR DIN D7IXNI IR WR MTD NR 077
DMYD NRY D230 NR) VR0D.

How do we understand this? On one hand the Torah tells us that no
matter how difficult the travels were, Klal Yisrael followed Hashem'’s
instructions without complaint. They made 42 stops along their journey,
encountering numerous challenges: long trips and short trips, long stays
and short stays, packing and unpacking their belongings. Think about it:
each encampment or move meant that they had to pitch or dismantle
their tents, reorganize their families, including their young children, and
make arrangements for their animals and possessions — which were
numerous, considering the spoils they took from the Egyptians. Never
could they really relax or feel settled, because at any point they could be
instructed to travel again.

Imagine what a strain it would be for a person to move to a different
house every year — never mind knowing that you might have to leave at
any moment. This would seem far more challenging than not having
melons and onions. Yet Klal Yisrael never complained about the travels,
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only about the foods they were missing.

The Obvious, and the Obfuscated

The sefer Yam Derech offers a beautiful explanation. There's a
fundamental difference between the challenge of traveling in the Midbar
and the challenge of not having the foods they wanted. The travels were
clearly guided by Hashem: when the cloud lifted, that was a sign that
Hashem wanted them to travel, and when the cloud rested on the Mishkan,
that was a sign that Hashem wanted them to encamp. They saw these
manifestations of ratzon Hashem with their own eyes, so it was easy for
them to follow that ratzon.

When a person feels tangibly that the Ribbono Shel Olam is, kaveyachol,
traveling with him and holding his hand along the way, he has no problem
fulfilling the directive of a7 790 9187 Yva He can go through all the
hardships of the 42 trips without uttering a word of complaint, because
he feels the Ribbono Shel Olam’s presence the entire time. Klal Yisrael felt
that way about the timing and duration of their travels and encampments.

Butbetween the signs they received from the Ribbono Shel Olam directing
them to travel or encamp, they didn't enjoy that direct communication with
Hashem. When they felt a need, or they lacked something, they didn't feel
that the Ribbono Shel Olam was leading them by the hand, kaveyachol.
And when you don't see the Ribbono Shel Olam clearly leading you, that's
when you have a nisayon of emunah every step of the way.

There's an even greater nisayon in emunah, which is when a person
experiences pain or damage at the hands of another human being. Those

situations require a person to invest extra contemplation and effort to
recognize that everything is min hashomayim, and the person who caused
him tzaar was really only a shaliach, in which case there’s no place for
complaint.

The Chofetz Chaim discusses this concept in his sefer Shem Olam, and
he cites powerful proof from the Torah. The passuk states: DR 1207 ')
R KOT) 1N INAY 7 .07 NR WR 120). On the words ka7 ka7, Chazal
derive that a doctor is authorized to heal: MRa7% R917H MW NaNPIY IRIMN.
Why is that a chiddush, the Rishonim wonder. They explain that we might
have thought that it would be wrong for a human doctor to seek to heal
that which Hashem, in His mercy, has inflicted upon the person. Therefore,
we need authorization from the Torah for a doctor to heal.

The Chofetz Chaim notes that this teaching of X911 mw9 NIW RN
mraavis derived specifically from a passuk that discusses a wound inflicted
by another human being: 107 NR WX N2 DWIR 127 721, Even when
a person is hurt by another human being, intentionally, Chazal consider
the wound to have been inflicted by Hashem, which the doctor needs
permission from the Torah to heal. This teaches us what level of emunah
we are expected to have: even when someone hurts us, we have to realize
that the person is only a shaliach of the Ribbono Shel Olam.

When we see the Ribbono Shel Olam’s involvement in our lives clearly,
it's easy for us to muster the necessary emunah. But when that involvement
is hidden and murky —especially when we are hurt by other human beings
- we need to make extra efforts to recognize that this, too, is from the
Ribbono Shel Olam. And when we reach that recognition, we can be zocheh
to hatzlachah in everything we do.
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