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Parashas
Shelach

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

\

)

Servitude by Choice

—’

——

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita

Parashas Shelach ends with the very special mitzvah of tzitzis, a mitzvah
that the Gemara in Menachos deems equivalent to all the mitzvos. The
Bach relates this idea to the passuk: ‘n mgn Y3 NR DRI MR DIPR
onr o). When we look at the tzitzis we are reminded of the gematria
implications of the tzitzis, which correspond to the 613 mitzvos, and this
makes us more cognizant of our obligation to keep all these mitzvos.
Therefore, the mitzvah of tzitzis, which reinforces our commitment to all
613 mitzvos, is valued as a mitzvah that is equivalent to all the mitzvos.

The Tur uses this concept to answer an interesting question. We all
know there’s no obligation to wear a four-cornered garment, but if we do
choose to wear a four-cornered garment, we then become obligated to
put tzitzis on that garment. If we avoid wearing such a garment, we are
not contravening any mitzvah. Now, in the times of the Gemara, wearing
a four-cornered garment was commonplace - it was the standard mode
of dress. Since this was the norm, we can understand that a person would
certainly not wear a non-standard garment just to avoid this mitzvah. But
styles have changed, and we rarely find ourselves putting on a four-cornered
cloak other than our tallis or tallis kattan, which we wear specifically to
become obligated in the mitzvah of tzitzis. Why do we go out of our way
to fulfill this mitzvah, which is not mandatory?

The Tur (siman 24) addresses this question and gives the following
answer:

INMY YT MAId PIIR N2 Y0 MIPY 27N DTR PRY ‘9 HY 4R
19 Y RR MXNA PIN PAT DR 93 NYNY 11N 20 nn LLwNa
9520 MXNN NI HY IMXN Y 73 DN HI IMR VAPV PMINN 0P T
AVIPY ‘R PIY HY 1INY PATNN DTRI 7272 RINT 729 TIX Y3 K21 YW
1790V 1T IR WP

The Tur is saying that although the mitzvah of tzitzis could easily be
avoided, we should specifically embrace the incredible opportunity afforded
by this mitzvah. When we put on our tzitzis we are gaining a built-in
reminder, a constant alarm compelling us to keep our 613 commitments
to the Eibishter. It's like a person who ties a string around himself as a
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reminder, says the Tur. Therefore, tzitzis is a mitzvah that Klal Yisrael
relishes, and we delight in the opportunity to fulfill this mitzvah.

The Tur is giving us a new glimpse into the avodah of wearing tzitzis.
Tzitzis is the proverbial post-it note that we constantly carry around as a
reminder to be ehrliche Yidden and live a life of Torah and mitzvos. This is
why we specifically obligate ourselves in tzitzis, even though the mitzvah
was not given as a mandatory obligation.

Which leads us to wonder: If this mitzvah is indeed so fundamental,
then why did the Torah make it optional, and leave it for the Tur to tell us
that we should make every effort to become obligated in this mitzvah?

To answer this question, we need to first gain further insight into the
deeper meaning of this mitzvah.

A Dichotomy?

The Gemara in Menachos compares the strands of our tzitzis to a chosam
shel tit, a cement seal. Tosafos explains that in ancient times, a slave
master would force his slave to wear such a seal as a sign of subservience.
Similarly, tzitzis are our sign of subservience, showing that we are avadim
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Accordingly, tzitzis are not just a reminder of
Hashem's mitzvos, but also act as an ear tag connoting our servitude to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

This idea seems to compound the above question exponentially. How
can tzitzis be a seal of servitude if it is a voluntary mitzvah? Isn't that the
antithesis of servitude?

I believe that the concept of tzitzis being a voluntary chosam shel avdus
does not compound the question but rather hits upon the core of what
avodas Hashem is all about. The Eibishter wants us to be avadim, to be
dedicated to fulfilling His ratzon. Yet at the same time, the Eibishter is only
interested in that relationship of avdus when it is voluntary, when it comes
from arealization that 31758 “n2 'n, and when it reflects an appreciation
that there is no greater zechus than being an oved Hashem - as Tosafos
(Gittin 11) teaches, what a great zechus it is to be pxp HYw 172!
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The mitzvah of tzitzis reflects a dichotomy: on one hand, it symbolizes
the deepest level of avdus, and on the other hand, it is an expression of
our desire to serve Hashem and our appreciation of how wonderful it is to
be an eved Hashem. Therefore, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded us
to be mekabel ol malchus Shomayim through the chosam shel avdus that
tzitzis represent, He made the mitzvah optional.

We find a similar concept regarding the eved Ivri, whose ear is pierced
when he decides to extend his period of servitude. The reason for this
piercing, Rashi teaches, is:7ap 987w 231 °9 93 %10 90 HY IYNVY IR
PXIN XYY PITR MY 7o - the ear that heard at Har Sinai that we are
meant to be completely subservient to the Eibishter and nevertheless went
to become someone’s servant deserves to be pierced. If so, why is his ear
pierced only after six years of servitude and notimmediately after he sells
himself? The answer is that originally, he sold himself out of despair. He
wasn't seeking a different master; he was simply under financial duress.
Only after six years, when he could go free to resume his complete avdus
to Hashem, but instead willingly chooses to assume a conflicting avdus,
do we pierce his ear. It's not just avdus that the Eibishter seeks - it's the
desire to be aneved Hashem, and therefore, the eved s criticized only when
he willingly opts for a different avdus.

This dichotomy was evident when we first became avdei Hashem as
well. On one hand, the Eibishter demanded subservience: 90 DYy nas
2. Yiddishkeit is not a religion where we make the rules; it demands
total subjugation. But on the other hand, our acceptance of that ol malchus
Shomayim had to happen through the voluntary utterance of naaseh
venishma, reflecting an appreciation for this avdus and a desire to accept
it. Klal Yisrael were able to blindly sign on to this avdus of 90 ©mYY nas
a0 out of arecognition that there's no way of life more rewarding than
being an eved Hashem.

This realization is one that every Yid must internalize: we're not only
mekabel ol Torah u'mitzvos, but we do so with love.

Kingly Slaves
When we make ourselves subservient to the Eibishter, we become
truly free, by freeing ourselves of all our worldly enslavements: 72 &
17N TINONA POIY M RYR PN 2. Through this unique avdus, we're

able to detach ourselves from all other dependencies and totally commit
ourselves to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

The same Gemara that compares white strands of tzitzis to chosam shel
tit then goes on to compare to strands of techeiles in tzitzis to a chosam
shel zahav, a golden seal. This would seem to be a very different concept,
farremoved from the idea of tzitzis being a chosam shel avdus, yet they're
both part of mitzvas tzitzis, all wrapped together in one kesher shel kayama.

I think the message is clear: We must don the tzitizs and recognize
the chosam shel tit, the absolute avdus to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But that
comes together with the understanding that by accepting this avdus we
are really becoming bnei melachim who wear a chosam shel zahav. By
becoming avdei Hashem we experience the reality of eved melech melech.
Techeiles is a constant reminder of the kisei hakavod, thus reinforcing our
relationship with our Master and spurring us to become greater people.

This new appreciation for the mitzvah of tzitzis can give us an invigorating
daily boost. When we awake every morning and see the tzitzis, we see the
chosem shel tit that symbolizes our bittul and avdus to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and serves as a constant reminder of our obligation to fulfill all 613
mitzvos. But before we put those tzitzis on, we can stop for a moment
and ask ourselves: Am I obligated to be an eved Hashem, who's mekabel ol
Torah u'mitzvos? Or do I desperately want to be an eved Hashem?

The Eibishter fashioned the mitzvah of tzitzis to incorporate daily
kabbalas ol mitzvos -but out of love, and with the realization that the
chosem shel tit is ultimately a chosem shel zahav that allows us to be big
people and live a life of true bnei chorin.

In being mechanech the next generation, we certainly have to ensure
that they understand the necessity of the chosam shel tit and kabbalas ol
Torah u'mitzvos. But are we as careful to give over the message that it's gut
tzu zein a Yid, that it's a chosam shel zahav that we embrace voluntarily?

May the Eibishter grant us the siyatta d’'Shmaya that when we read the
parashah of tzitzis, we not only renew our awesome responsibility to be
avdei Hashem but also reorient ourselves that it's gliklach tzu zein a Yid.
That is a Yiddishkeit that flourishes, a Yiddishkeit that is contagious, and
a Yiddishkeit that will constantly bring us closer to the Eibishter.

Gut Shabbos.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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