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Parashas
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

In the Merit

f Brotherhood

—

_—

—

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

As an introduction to the geulah from Mitzrayim, Hashem says to
Moshe and Aharon: DWTn WRY D27 M0 WNN, this month will be for
you the mostimportant and prominent of all the months, becauseiit's the
month when you are leaving Mitzrayim and being formed into a nation.
Chazal question the wording WTn WX 037 N1 Wi, wondering why
Hashem was telling Moshe and Aharon that this month would be for
them in particular.

The Midrash explains that Hashem was hinting here that the reason
this month was becoming the month of the geulah was actually in the
zechus of Moshe and Aharon.

What was their special zechus? Chazal tell us that Moshe and Aharon
displayed incredible kindness to one another.

When Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu, in Parashas Shemos, that He
wanted him tobecome the leader of Klal Yisrael, bring about all the Makkos,
redeem the Yidden from Mitzrayim, and bring down the Torah, Moshe’s
response was: “nWn 71 R) nYY - don't give me this position, give it to
the person You have sent until now, namely, my brother Aharon, the navi.
How will he feel if I, his younger brother, get this position?”

Moshe Rabbeinu was prepared to forgo the position of leader just so
that his older brother wouldn't feel slighted. How did Aharon react when
he heard that Moshe had been appointed leader? Hakadosh Baruch Hu
told Moshe, “Don't worry about Aharon’s feelings — he will see that you,
his younger brother, has become accomplished, and he will be happy in his
heart: 1292 nnY) 787)." And, Chazal tell us, this means that Aharon was
notonly politically correct and socially proper in putting on a big smile—he
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was honestly happy in his heart that his younger brother was successful.

We find another instance of brotherly love between Moshe and Aharon
later in their lives, when Hashem instructed Moshe to anoint Aharon as
the Kohen Gadol. Dovid Hamelech describes this event in Tehillim with the
words:PITn 9 Y TIY TR 11 1210 Y TT WRID DY 1o 1nwa - like
the good oil with which Moshe anointed Aharon, which dripped from his
head to his beard and down onto his clothing. Why, Chazal wonder, does
the passuk uses the repetitive wording 197 121 1210 %Y 77, when it could
simply have said 138 11 YY T79? They explain that Moshe Rabbeinu
would have liked to become the Kohen Gadol himself, and would have
wanted his children to inherit his position, but he was denied both of
those things. Instead, Aharon became the Kohen Gadol, and his children
inherited his position.

How did Moshe Rabbeinu feel when he anointed his brother Aharon to
this exalted position, knowing it would be passed down to all generations?
He felt so much joy that it was as though he was pouring the oil on his
own beard - hence the repetition: 0% 121 1210 %Y 77. Those were the
feelings he had for his brother.

Moshe and Aharon displayed incredible kindness to one another,
working on their middos to the extent that each one was happy for the
other. This is the zechus of 2% n3n WIN, the zechus for which Hashem
gave us Pesach and the geulah.

The Mitzvah for Family

This zechus is actually reflected in the mitzvah of Korban Pesach, which
was to be eaten specifically in family groups, as the passuk says: 129n
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noan ONY) 0PNNAYNY 18X D7 MNP Rabbeinu Bachayei notes that
the emphasis on eating the Korban Pesach as part of a family teaches us
that a person is obligated to make an effort to draw closer to his family.
He adds that the Torah makes this point specifically with regard to the
Korban Pesach and Yetzias Mitzrayim, because the geulah comes in the
zechus of the effort we invest into fostering good feelings within the
family. This was the case at the time of the geulah from Mitzrayim, and
it will be the case at the time of the future geulah as well, as the passuk
in Yirmiyah states: 58792 mnawn 537 wpHRY AR N DRI RND NY3.
Hashem is saying that He will reveal Himself as a G-d to those who have
invested effort into being part of a family. At the time of the geulah, He
will reveal Himself to people who have been mevater on what they would
have liked for themselves in the interest of being kind to a family member.

This is the secret of the geulah. Hashem brings the geulah because
of this type of brotherly love and loyalty to family: Y%7 mmnawn 535.

Back when Yaakov Avinu ran away from his brother Eisav, he worked
for Lavan for twenty years, at which point Yosef was born. Then, Yaakov
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decided to leave. Rashi, citing the Gemara (Bava Basra 123) asks: Why did
he choose to leave at that time in particular? Because Yosef is called sitno
shel Eisav - he, more than all the brothers, is the “antidote” to Eisav, and
in his zechus we are able to stand up against Edom.

What special zechus did Yosef have to defeat Eisav? The Midrash in
Shoftim teaches that Yosef displayed incredible feelings of brotherhood
to the shevatim. His brothers had wanted to kill him, and had thrown him
into a pit and then sold him, yet Yosef's response to them was: “qov 2R
0y nR — I am Yosef your brother, and I want to do everything I can for
you. Please bring your families and I will look after you."

Yosef is the epitome of what Chazal describe as repaying good for bad.
Evenif his brothers acted unkind, and even they wronged him, he was nice
to him because they were brothers — and that made him the sitno shel
Eisav. This is the zechus through which Yaakov is saved from Eisav, and
the zechus through which the geulah comes.

We should be zocheh to see this speedily in our days.
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