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Parashas
Yisro

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

—

A Seven-Dimensional World

—

_—

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman

The Midrash, in Osios D'Rabbi Akiva, records the following exchange
that took place between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and Klal Yisrael at the time
of Mattan Torah:

MR DY Y W2 210 PR ;A DAY IR HRIWY RIN I WVITPD RIP
DYWN JMIXN NR 1INV NN DR 12PN OR 0YIYY TYY DI IMR N
29070 DR NV DR NY M ANRY 110 NPR IR Y4929 1185 DImR
DININY HRIY DDWN RN DNYN AT ONY IR RIN P2 WVITPN YN
NIY AT DNY IMIRI RIN T2 WITPN VN .2“MY H® RINT RN YvI
NAWN DY NR NITINRIY NIY 1NIDY 2“MY HY DVWYN TR RINY

When Hashem informed Klal Yisrael of the reward of Olam Haba awaiting
them if they accept the Torah and keep the mitzvos, Klal Yisrael asked to
see a “sample” of Olam Haba in this world, and Hashem responded that
Shabbos is “one-sixtieth” of Olam Haba: 82n o%y pyn.

Shabbos is one of the commandments in the Aseres Hadibros, as the
passuk saysawTR% nawn oy nR 1. This is actually the seventh passuk
of the Aseres Hadibros, and it mentions seven entities that must rest on
Shabbos: 1w WK TIN TDRNI TN0RY T72Y 0D 792 NNR. When we
say Kiddush, we fulfill the mitzvah d'Oraysa of YWTp% nawn oy nx 1.
The Shelah Hakadosh says that we also fulfill this mitzvah when we tell
someone “Good Shabbos” or “Shabbos shalom” instead of just saying
“Good morning.”

In the Aseres Hadibros in Parashas Yisro the mitzvah of Shabbos
begins with the words nawn oy n) 7101, while in the Aseres Hadibros in
Parashas Va'eschanan it begins with nawn oy nx 7my. We know that
Hashem uttered these two statements simultaneously. Interestingly, in
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Rav Shlomo Alkabetz's piyut of Lecha Dodi, the order is reversed, as we
say: TR MN2T72 NN NNWY. The obvious reason is that the first letters of
the stanzas of Lecha Dodi spell the name of its composer, 90 nnHw.
But there are ways around this issue, so it can't be the only reason. The
Ramban writes that 91 corresponds to the night of Shabbos and 7ot
corresponds to the day of Shabbos. Since we say Lecha Dodi at night, it
makes sense to put My first.

The commandment of 1iny includes the prohibitions of Shabbos, but
it's not limited to that. On the passuk: nawn N Y877 732 19NV, the Ohr
Hachaim Hakadosh says that the word 11nyii means to sit and wait, as in
the passuk: 9270 NR Y Par). A person is supposed to welcome Shabbos
early, so he is sitting and waiting for Shabbos to come.

All in Sevens

On the passuk:ynwn o2 ', which refers to day of the inauguration
of the Mishkan, Chazal ask why the word n”, which is a lashon of distress, is
used in that context.] One possible answer relates not to the inauguration
day of the Mishkan, but to the concept of Shabbos. Just imagine if there
wouldn't be a concept of Shabbos. We would go through one day, another
day, six days, seven days, and then —we'd have an eight day, no different
from the others. Life would be one long continuum of days without a
break of Shabbos and the contemplation and elevation that come along
with it. Therefore, if there would be a »»nwn D¥3, instead of a renewed
cycle beginning with nwrY DY, we would indeed be in constant distress.

The Ohr Hachaim, in Bereishis, says that when the Ribbono Shel Olam
created the world, He created only six days: w92’ nww, a set of six
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days. Then he created Shabbos, and from the power of Shabbos came a
new creation, another six days. The start of each new week is really the
continuation of a cycle that began with the world's creation, when Hashem
infused His universe with the ability to exist for six days. Similarly, says the
Ohr Hachaim, the Eibishter programmed the world to exist for six years,
followed by Shemittah, which gives the world power to exist for another
six-year cycle. This system of six and then a seventh applies on various
levels: there are six days and then Shabbos, six years and then Shemittah,
six thousand years and then Olam Haba, naw 1515w ov.

Inthis vein, the Maharal explains that the Ribbono Shel Olam established
six directions in the world: west, east, north, south, up, and down, the six
directions in which we shake the lulav, or the six faces of a cube. It didn't
have to be that way; the Ribbono Shel Olam could have created the world
in such a way that there were eight directions, or ten, or three. But He
chose to create six directions, with the midpoint, the center, which is the
seventh, radiating out to the six sides and holding them all together. This
is true not only in nature but al pi Kabbalah as well, as we know that there
are six sefiros culminating with malchus, the seventh, which corresponds
to Shabbos HaMalka.

Furthermore, the sefarim write that many of the foods we eat on Shabbos
have a mispar katan of seven. Wine, 1, has a gematria of 70, which is 7 in
mispar katan. Fish, 37, is 7, n9n is 43, which also equals 7 in mispar katan.
The same is true of pIn w31, and many other things, including gallah, if
you spell it correctly. Interestingly, a lot of heiligeh rebbes have a minhag
to cut the onion only after they return from davening, rather than having
it prepared before.

Al pi sod the significance of cutting the onions is that the gematria of
onion, Y¥1, is 122, which doesn't equal 7 - but if you cut the onion in half,
half of 122 is 61, which does equal 7 in mispar katan.

An Injection of Kedushah

There are various Shabbosim, as alluded to in the passuk: "nnay nx
yinYn. The Tur says in Hilchos Tefillah that in Maariv of Shabbos we say
nwTp NNR, which highlights Shabbos Bereishis; in Shacharis we say nnw»
5N mainna nwn, which is about the Shabbos of Mattan Torah; and in
Minchah we say TnR 70wy IR NNR, which relates to the Shabbos of
Olam Haba. Every single Shabbos, we go through this process of Shabbos
Bereishis, Shabbos Mattan Torah, Shabbos of Olam Haba. It's surprising
that on Yom Tov we don't mention it, and when Yom Tov falls on Shabbos,
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we mention Shabbos in davening but we don't emphasize the difference
between the tefillos.

On Shabbos, we are granted a neshamah yeseirah. Where is this neshamah
from? On the passuk: n2wn nN& YRIY? %12 170V, the Ohr Hachaim writes
that the neshamah yeseirah of Shabbos comes from the “1an Dpn
72" - the most hidden place, whose name is Shabbos. And if someone
connects with his neshamah yeseirah, then, later on, when he reaches the
Shabbos of Olam Haba, he'll be able to enjoy the pleasure in that World,
because of the connection he forged with that neshamah in this world.

The Nesivos Shalom also discusses this idea, saying that someone who
isn't experiencing the oneg of Shabbos, when he gets to the Shabbos of
Olam Haba he'll be like a bench there; he won't feel any pleasure. The way
to develop the ability of enjoying the pleasure of the Shabbos of Olam
Haba is through experiencing the feeling of Shabbos in Olam Hazeh. That
happens through the neshamah yeseirah.

The sefarim write that the neshamah yeseirah of Shabbos is not a
personal neshamah. That's why we say in Kegavna, that everythingis echad
—everything on Shabbos depends on the achdus, because the neshamah
yeseirah is shared by all of Klal Yisrael.

As we mentioned, we are supposed to accept Shabbos early and be
R12% Dnnn. We are also supposed to extend Shabbos at its conclusion:
NR¥Y onrn. The Chiddushei Harim and others offer a beautiful insight
in this regard, one that relates to something we just learned in Daf Yomi.
The Gemara teaches (Chullin 53) that when a lion, a wolf, or a cat attacks
its prey, it injects an ©R, a certain poison it has in its claws. It's clear
from the Gemara that this poison emerges only as it withdraws its claws
=T 7Y PYWT *TNa - which means that the animal under attack is
not considered a treifah until the end of the attack.

This is certainly true for a davar shebekedushah, says the Chiddushei
Harim. When a person goes through a Shabbos, he receives an injection
of kedushah. But when does that injection happen? Near the end, just as
Shabbos leaves. That's why the end of Shalosh Seudos is a time of 197 1.

Yes, we sit and wait eagerly for Shabbos to arrive. But the main infusion
of kedushah we can get on Shabbos is after Minchah, when we're already in
the time of the Shabbos of Olam Haba. That's when a person can connect
to the incredible levels of 8an o9y v of Shabbos.
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