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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Tetzaveh Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fA— o —
The Unifying Factor
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman Shlita

At the end of this week’s parashah we find the commandment to build
the mizbei'ach haketores: 'nR NYYH VY XY NTOR TOPR NN VY.
This seems like an odd place, since Parashas Terumah is the parashah in
which Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded Klal Yisrael to build the Mishkan
and the keilim: the aron, the shulchan, the menorah, and the mizbei'ach
hachitzon. The focus of Parashas Tetzaveh, on the other hand, is the
kohanim and the bigdei kehunah. Why, then, is the commandment to
build the mizbei‘ach haketores placed in Parashas Tetzaveh, instead of
in Parashas Terumah together with all the other keilim? This question is
asked by many Rishonim, including the Ramban, Ibn Ezra, and Sforno.

The Midrash Tanchuma, in this week’s parashah, tells us that the
Shechinah descended upon the Mishkan only after the ketores was brought:

MIIPN DR VLAWY 193 931 19WNRN TVPIY 19 PTN APHR 12 Hnvd 4R
N7 R Y90 DRI NMIND DRI NYVD DR ITOI NAMN HY I 1P
JMVPN DR 2PNV TY NIIY

The Midrash Tanchuma also teaches that Hashem said that of all the
offerings in the Mishkan, the ketores is most precious to Him:

L]0P 9P 23N PR PPN DNRY MIAIPN Y1 RIN I VITPN IR
RONN HY IR NN NRVNN TR HRIW? YV 177375 1912 MA2IPN Y2V YN
PRIV 17999 RHR PRI IR DNOWN 297 1NN HY IR 1IN 19 DYURM
DWRN YY RO Y HY RYI RONND HY RY IR PR NIVPN DIR WY MXnN Yy
.9 NPY? NIVPY 1Y NN NPV HY ROR

Other korbanos are brought for the purpose of achieving kapparah,
but the ketores is unrelated to any transgression; its purpose is to bring
simchah to the Ribbono Shel Olam.

So special was the ketores that one of the main avodos of the Kohen
Gadol on Yom Kippur was offering ketores inside the Kodesh Hakodashim.

MmN NVIa | 4

We also find, in the Gemara in Shabbos, that after Moshe Rabbeinu’s debate
with the malachim, the malachim became friendly with him and gave him
presents. Even the Malach Hamaves gave Moshe something —he gave him
the secret of the ketores, teaching him that the ketores has the power to
stop a plague and eliminate the force of din.

What is so special about the ketores? Why does it have the ability to stop
a plague and remove judgment? Why was it specifically the ketores that
brought down the Shechinah? And why does it bring simchah to Hashem?

Furthermore, in the machlokes of Korach, it was specifically the avodah
of the ketores that was used to determine who was fit for kehunah. Why was
the ketores chosen, over any other avodah in the Mishkan, for this purpose?

The Essence of Kehunah

Ketores, it seems, represents the essence of kehunah. The commandment
to build the mizbei'ach haketores appears in Parashas Tetzaveh, the parashah
of kehunah, because ketores, more than anything, defines kehunah. For that
reason, the zer zahav, which represented the kesser kehunah, was placed
specifically on the mizbei‘ach haketores. That is also why the ketores was
used to differentiate between Aharon, the true kohen, and Korach and his
followers, who had not been chosen by Hashem for kehunah.

Rav Moshe Rosenman, in his sefer Simchas Mordechai, explains why
the ketores is so fundamental to kehunah. He cites a teaching of the
Maharal(Derech Chaim on Avos,1:12), regarding the Mishnah that states:

N’720 NR 2MR DIYYW 71 DYV 3MR 1IR YW P 1RYNN NN IR KON
Ny 129

What does it mean to be a talmid of Aharon? The Maharal teaches that
the Kohen Gadol would connect all of Klal Yisrael and unify them into one
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nation, with one Mishkan and one mizbei'ach. In contrast to the other
nations, who have many priests, Klal Yisrael have only one Hashem, one
Torah, and one Kohen Gadol.

Aharonwould bring all the Yidden together, ensuring that there was no
machlokes among them. We see, then, that the tafkid of Aharon Hakohen
specifically, and that of the entire Shevet Levi in general, was to unify Klal
Yisrael into one nation. That's also why there's a special mitzvah for the
kohanim to bentch Klal Yisrael: since it's their responsibility to ensure that
there is no divisiveness in Klal Yisrael, they are commanded to bless Klal
Yisrael every day with love.

What was the source of Aharon’s ability to unify all of Klal Yisrael? It
was his lev tov. On the words: 122 nn®) 787, the Midrash teaches that
Aharon Hakohen genuinely rejoiced when Hashem appointed his younger
brother Moshe to be the leader of Klal Yisrael and redeem them from
Mitzrayim. In reward, Hashem said that the heart that was happy for his
brother’s greatness should be adored with the Urim Vetumim.

Aharon Hakohen was devoid of all bad middos; he truly desired the good
of everyone in Klal Yisrael. Because of that lev tov, he merited kehunah.

Aharon saw only the good in others, not their flaws. Through the purity
of his heart, Aharon was able to make all of Klal Yisrael feel connected,
thus unifying them into one nation.

The Inclusivity of Ketores

Thisidea of achdus is reflected in the avodah of the ketores. The ketores
comprised eleven ingredients, including chelbenah, which had a bad smell.
Yet when the chelbenah was combined with the other spices of the ketores,
the resulting fragrance was so pleasing that women in Yerushalayim had
no need for perfume.

From the fact that chelbenah was included in the ketores, the Gemara
(Kerisus 6b) derives that a taanis tzibbur must include sinners in order for
it to be considered a taanis. Similarly, the opening words of the davening
on Yom Kippur are:ny 95ann% opnn 1R Ynpn nyT 9 mipnn nyT vy
D21772yn. We introduce the avodah of Yom Kippur with the idea that Klal
Yisrael are unified, and that this unity —which encompasses both tzaddikim
as well as sinners — creates a beautiful fragrance.

MmN NVIal5

The ketores, then, is a symbol of achdus. That achdus is what brings
simchah to the Ribbono Shel Olam and what has the power to bring down
the Shechinah.

The ketores represents the inclusion of every Yid, including sinners, in
Klal Yisrael. Our inclusion of these sinners is a statement that at the core,
every Yid is essentially good. If a Yid sins, it's incidental, not a reflection
of who they really are.

Rather than distance a sinner, we are supposed to look at their maalos
and draw them closer to Torah, as the Mishnah teaches that we are meant
to follow Aharon’s example and be 17In% 127pM NY720 PR 2NN,

Perhaps this is why it is considered meritorious to recite the parashah
of ketores before davening. Just as it is advisable for a person to verbally
accept upon himself the mitzvah of 71> 7»1% nanxy before davening,
which connects him to the rest of Klal Yisrael so that his tefillos should
be accepted, so, too, reciting the parashah of ketores — which evokes the
achdus of Klal Yisrael - is a way of connecting all Yidden to each other and
to their Fatherin Heaven. The word ketores is actually related, in Aramaic,
to the word kesher, which reflects the idea that the purpose of the ketores
is to bring about connection.

This understanding of the function of the ketores can shed light on
Chazal's teaching that the ketores atones for lashon hara. Focusing on
the good in the other, rather than seeing the bad, helps a person avoid
lashon hara.

On Yom Kippur, the ketores, whose purpose is to bring about achdus, is
brought specifically by the Kohen Gadol, whose job is to unify Klal Yisrael
and connect them with their Father in Heaven. This dispels Heavenly anger
and eliminates din from Klal Yisrael, as the Malach Hamaves taught Moshe
Rabbeinu. It also brings brachah toKlal Yisrael, as the Gemara teaches that
offering ketores was a sequlah for wealth.

We can add that the avodah of unifying Klal Yisrael is not limited to
the Kohen Gadol and other kohanim, as the Rambam teaches, at the end
of Hilchos Shemittah Veyovel, that the role of Shevet Levi - including the
job of creating achdus in Klal Yisrael - can be achieved by any person who
desires to come close to the Ribbono Shel Olam.
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