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Parashas
Ki Sisa

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

_——

It’s Taking, Not Giving

—

_—

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

At the end of the parashah the Torah says that when Moshe Rabbeinu
came down from Har Sinai his face shone: 39 M 13p. The Midrash at
the beginning of Parashas Terumah observes that the passuk says mnp?
an 99, Klal Yisrael should take a donation for Hashem, rather than
mIIm Y7 13m), they should give a donation. “They should take” implies
that when they were giving the terumah, they were taking something
back for themselves. When a person gives to the Mishkan — which was a
place for the aron, which held the Torah-what he's really doing is taking
Torah for himself. Therefore, even though it looked as though the Yidden
were giving to the Mishkan, what they were really doing was taking Torah.

What do you gain if you take Torah? When Moshe Rabbeinu descended
from Har Sinai, a special light radiated from his face.

At Har Sinai, Klal Yisrael saw the mountain enveloped in smoke, they
miraculously saw lightning and thunder, and they saw how special the Torah
is. Yet a person might think, “Yes, the Torah is special, but what does it
have to do with me?” The answer became apparent when a person looked
at Moshe Rabbeinu’s shining face after he came down from Har Sinai.
That special sign showed how Torah affects every individual and brings
out his beauty, and helped each person understand what a connection
to Torah could do for him.

That's the idea of ¥ 1np?). Any time we give our time, our kochos, or our
money to the Torah, we're not just giving; we're taking. We're enhancing
our lives and lifting ourselves up, and that's going to give us meor panim.
Sometimes it's hard to make time to learn. Sometimes we're very tired, and
even so we get up early to learn, or we come to the beis midrash late after
working the whole day; each person according to what he can give to the
Torah. The way he should look at it is that he's not just giving, he's taking.

Why did Moshe Rabbeinu merit meor panim? The Midrash says it was
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because he wrote the word Vayikra with a small alef instead of a regular
alef, and the meor panim came from that little bit of extra ink . We might
have thought that in order to merit having the radiance of Torah shine
from your face you have to know as much as Rav Chaim Kanievsky or Rav
Asher Arieli. But we see from this Midrash that if a person knows even a
tiny amount of Torah - as represented by the little bit of ink from the alef
of Vayikra - he can merit that shine.

Every word of the Torah that we learn, that we take into our hearts
and try to apply in our day-to-day lives, has a tremendous impact on us
and causes us to shine.

Some time ago, I asked a number of yungeleit whether they had a
learning seder, and some of them answered yes and some answered no.
In many cases, I could tell even before they answered me which were
still connected to learning and which were not. You could hear from the
way they spoke, the way they behaved, even the way they looked at you,
whether they were connected to learning - or not. Learning Torah makes
such a deep impression on a person, and even though it doesn't always
seem that way, it really does have an impact.

Glory Lost

An aron hakodesh usually has a crown on it, and the paroches often
has a representation of the Aseres Hadibros. There are 620 letters in the
Aseres Hadibros, the gematria of the word keser. This teaches that every
word of Torah, represented by the Aseres Hadibros, brings a keser to a
person-—even if it's the most basic and simple idea. The keser on the aron
hakodesh is a sign that indicates that not only is there a keser on the Torah,
but whoever learns Torah will merit that keser.

In contrast, in this week’s parashah, after Klal Yisrael did the cheit
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ha'eigel, they removed their crowns. When a person goes away from Torah,
he's in danger of losing his crown.

The Vilna Gaon notes that today, although we no longer have a yetzer
hara for avodah zarah, or for the eigel hazahav, we do have a yetzer hara for
zahav. Some people worship money, investing inordinate effort into their
work and turning their parnassah into the central focus of their lives, to
the extent that they are pulled away from Torah and lose their connection
with the Torah and Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

So while the nisayon of the eigel doesn't exist today, the nisayon of
zahav certainly does. That nisayon caused Bnei Yisrael at Har Sinai to lose
their keser Torah, as the passuk says: 7Y N YR7¥? 711 39 %1n". Today as
well, the more involved we become in this world and the farther away we
drift from the Torah, the more we lose our keser - the glory of a person.

Restoring Our Crowns

Thisis the contrast we see in the parashah: Klal Yisrael doing the cheit
ha'eigel and losing their crowns, and Moshe Rabbeinu, who did not sin with
the eigel, and retained his keser Torah.

Shevet Levi, who also did not sin with the eigel, merited the bigdei
kehunah, which shows how special they were. They remained consistently
loyal to Hashem, not sinning during the incident of the meraglim, and
continuing to perform bris milah even in the Midbar.

Sometimes we learn and we don't notice a difference in ourselves,
but in the long run it does make an impression. In this sense, the bigdei
kehunah allude to what will happen in Olam Haba, when, as the sefarim
hakedoshim teach based on the Zohar, a garment will be woven for each
of us out of the mitzvos we have done and the Torah we have learned.
Hashem will weave a garment for each person’s neshamah, and that's
what we are going to “wear” in Olam Haba.

It may not look this way now, but there are people who are creating for
themselves beautiful garments from the Torah they are learning and from
the mitzvos they are doing, particularly during times of nisyonos. These
people will walk around le‘asid lavo with these beautiful garments and a
keser Torah, and everyone will see how special they are for all eternity.

The contrast that we see in this parashah teaches us to guard over the
Torah, over limud Torah and kevias sedarim. Whatever we do to guard the
ways of the Torah is what keeps us special and makes us shine brightly,
bringing out the beauty of each individual.

The Shelah Hakadosh says that the radiance of Moshe Rabbeinu'’s face
came from the light of his neshamah. Usually, a person’s guf hides the
light of his neshamah, but on certain people the light of the neshamah
breaks through. When the light of the neshamah breaks through, it's so
beautiful. Sometimes you see the smile of a person, a simple Yid, but
his smile lights him up, and you see the neshamah coming through, the
goodness of the person shining through. Sometimes you see an adam
gadol, a talmid chacham, who has hadras panim. What is hadras panim?
It's the beauty of the neshamah coming out.

Every Yid is a heiligeh neshamah, and what helps bring out this beauty
- what brings the keser to every person - is his connection to Torah, to
limud Torah and derech hatorah.

When we go to shul to daven and we see the keser on the aron hakodesh,
we should take it as a personal message for every one of us, to remind us
how Torah can impact our lives and bring out our personal beauty. Our
shared tefillah, then, is that we should use the hisorerus of these coming
weeks to keep going strong in Torah and avodas Hashem, and every one
of us should merit that his beauty should emerge and he should have his
keser to some extent in this world.

The tikkun for the cheit ha'eigel is 2 " - to take Hashem and the
Torah into our lives, as represented by the donations to the Mishkan. So
the more we give to Hashem the more we are rectifying the cheit ha'eigel, in
which Klal Yisrael gave to the eigel hazahav instead of giving to Hashem. The
more we take Hashem into our lives, the more we will merit that Hashem
will come to us, both on a personal level and to all of Klal Yisrael together.

It says that when Moshiach comes, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will give back
the crowns that we lost after the cheit ha'eigel. May we be zocheh to see
this happen speedily, in our times.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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