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Parashas 3
o PARSHAPREVIEW
Pekudei Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— @ —_—
The Inseparable Badim
[ oo —

The Mishkan had four keilim that had rings (taba‘os) and poles (badim):
the aron, the shulchan, and the mizbeichos. The Netziv notes that there's a
difference between the Torah's description of the badim of the aron and
those of the other three keilim that had badim.

In Parashas Terumah, the first time the Torah describes how to build
the aron, it emphasizes that the badim should be placed inside the rings
of the aron and remain there:

L DPVYIRY 7T IPYY) ... 20T NP2V PIIR Y NPR ..DVYIRY IR IVY)
1IRD NY202 .00 TIRD DR IRYY IR0 AYYY 5P Y203 07720 DR HRIM
290 D KD DA P

The Torah echoes this description in Parashas Vayakhel:

ny2uva 07710 N} K1) ...DY0Y 7XY 772 VPN .01 NYIV YIIR Y pxN
JIRD R NRYY IR0 NYOY Yy

Athird description appears in Parashas Pekudei, where the Torah sums
up everything that Moshe Rabbeinu did: nya2n n& 172 Ny 1R nR. In
other words, the badim are an integral part of the aron.

In regard to the shulchan, the Torah states in Parashas Terumah:

2Y NY29D NR NN 20T NP0 YIIRND YY) .DVY XY INYY VYY)
IN7YN NX DI RYY) DOV *XY 07720 NR YY) TIRGD YIIR

Here, it doesn't say to place the badim into the shulchan, but merely
that the badim will be used to carry the shulchan. Similarly, in Parashas
Vayakhel the passuk says:

D720 DR VP ..NPIV PIIRID PR ...00N 1D DY LNoWn N Wy
ANoWn NR NRYY...00Y XY

And in Parashas Pekudei the Torah doesn't even mention the badim of
the shulchan. All it says is: D90 DN NR) 193 Y2 R 1N7Wn NR. Similarly,
regarding the mizbeichos, the Torah does not mention that the badim are
to be placed into them.

I heard the following explanation from my father-in-law, Rav Avrohom
Gurwicz. The badim of the aron were part of the actual aron, unlike the
badim of the shulchan and mizbeichos, which were there so that those keilim
could be carried, but were not part of the actual keilim. That's because
the aron symbolizes the Torah, and the Torah has to be with a person
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wherever he goes. The badim that carry the aron are an inseparable part
of it, alluding to the idea that a person can never separate himself from
the Torah for even a moment. He's in galus — he’s with the Torah. He's ina
good state - he's with the Torah. He's in a bad state — he's with the Torah.

The other keilim were different. The shulchan, for instance, symbolizes
aperson's parnassah. Sometimes, a person has to give up his parnassah for
Yiddishkeit, such as if he has to move to a different location or change his
profession because his current location or occupation is not good for his
ruchniyus. But Torah has to be constant. Wherever a person goes, and no
matter what situation he's in, he has to be koveia ittim and follow the Torah.

Carry the Torah

On arelated note, I heard a beautiful insight from Rav Dovid Povarsky.
Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim: »33n n>1a 9pn *% ¥ Mg, and the
Gemara, in Sotah, teaches that Dovid was punished for calling the Torah
“songs.” His punishment, says the Gemara, was that he forgot a basic
halachah that even little children know: that the aron had to be carried
on people’s shoulders. Indeed, when Dovid arranged for the aron to be
brought back, he had it placed on a wagon, resulting in the death of Uzah.

Why, asks Rav Dovid Povarsky, did Hashem cause Dovid to forget
specifically the halachah of 1%’ qn22? He could have forgotten many
other things that little children know, such as tying his right shoe before
his left shoe.

The answer, he says, relates to the fundamental problem of calling
Torah “zemiros." All of the keilim of the Mishkan have to be carried on
the shoulders of the Levi'im, but the aron, of which the badim were an
integral part, had an added dimension of 3®? qna3, which is that the
badim used for carrying it could never be separated from it. Similarly, the
Torah, symbolized by the aron, has to be “carried on a person’s shoulders.”
Torah requires hard work and exertion; you don't acquire it by lying back
in an armchair and reading an easy-to-understand Gemara. While study
aids do have their place, that's not what's going to give you a kinyan in
Torah. Torah is acquired by making it a weight on your shoulders: qnaa
Y. It's the opposite of a song, and that's why Dovid was punished with
forgetting precisely this halachah.

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



Interestingly, however, the Levi'im who carried the aron actually had
the easiest job. All the other keilim had to be carried, but the aron was
PRWI NR RWYY; it carried those who carried it. The Gaon adds that all the
sick people held on to those who were carrying the aron and flew with the
aron along with them. It's paradoxical: You have to take on the burden of
carrying the aron, but once you do, Hashem makes your burden the lightest.

All the other keilim had to be shouldered whether it was easy or hard.
The aron had to be carried at first, but once the Leviim hoisted it on their
shoulders, it becomes the easiest of all burdens.

Butit's not enough to touch the aron-you have to carry it. Some people
think they'll just touch the Torah and it will come easily to them, but that's
not how it works. Sometimes, the first hour you learn is hard, the second
and third hours are hard, but then it becomes easy, and you find yourself
finishing masechtos. But you have to break through, you have to have
IRY? qn23, and then you receive siyatta d’Shmaya.

Desire and Obligation: Both are Necessary

InParashas Pekudei, Moshe Rabbeinu gives an accounting toKlal Yisrael
of what was done with everything they donated to the Mishkan. One of
the items he accounts for is: WTpn 7NTR NR NPXY qDIN 122 NRN M.
The silver for the adanim came from the machatzis hashekel, which was
an obligatory, standardized contribution, unlike the other donations to
the Mishkan, which had to come from nedivus halev. Why did the adanim,
specifically, come from the machatzis hashekel?

The Gaon explains, and the Alshich already notes, that when it came

to donating to the Mishkan, people could not be forced; it had to come
out of nedivus halev, because the main ingredient in building the Mishkan
was the heart, the ratzon of Klal Yisrael. Without that you couldn’t have a
Mishkan. Yet nedivus halev alone was not enough; the Mishkan had to be
built on a foundation of adanim that came from an obligatory contribution.

Perhaps we can explain this based on the Maharal's answer to a famous
question: if Klal Yisrael said naaseh venishma, why did Hashem have to
hold the mountain over their heads and compel them to accept the Torah?
The Maharal answers that it's not enough to want the Torah; the Torah
also had to be given by force. If Klal Yisrael had accepted the Torah purely
voluntarily, then people would have learned and kept the Torah when they
wanted to, and stopped when it became hard. Therefore, after we said
naaseh venishma, Hashem had to impose it on us with force.

Similarly, the Mishkan was built through an outpouring of nedivus
halev, but that will to give had to stand on the adanim, which were made
out of an obligatory contribution. Nedivus halev has to come together
with obligation: you want to do it, and you also have to do it. The ratzon
and the force have to come together, and then a person will have success.

The building of the Mishkan is all heart, but the support and foundation
of the Mishkan - the adanim - are obligation. Obligation is the foundation
upon which everything else rests.

When we have both elements together, the will and the obligation, then
we're zocheh to hashraas haShechinah. We should be zocheh with Hashem's
help to see the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash speedily.

Mir Yerushalayim Annual Celebration Dinner
3.18.2018 - n”ywn 1071 "2
Bell Works - Holmdel, NJ
3:30-4:30 Pre-event Shiurim
4:30 Reception
6:00 Dinner Program
8:00 Rejoice with our Rabbeim
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