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Shabbos p
Hagadol/ ARSHN REVIEW
Pesach Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
¢ —
Take the Leap!
¢ —

R’ Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

Chodesh Nissan begins a new year, and the Leil Haseder is the start
of the cycle of the Jewish calendar. If at the end of Adar we experienced
total lack of seder, with the 810 79121 and the 72 ®YT 7Y, the avodah
now is to once again instill seder in our lives, for seder is a fundamental
element of avodas Hashem.

There's an expression in Hebrew: hakol b'seder, everythingis all right. A
Rebbe once commented that this expression would be more aptly stated
as hakol baseder, everything that a person wants to achieve he can achieve
on the Leil Haseder, which is a time of exceptional holiness.

The Seder is a very auspicious time for bakashah - it's a night of 18
9RW 120, and every child of Klal Yisrael can ask the Ribbono Shel Olam
for what he wants. The sefarim draw a parallel between Yom Kippur and
Leil Haseder, and it's interesting that on the night of Yom Kippur we say
Kol Nidrei, while the night before Pesach we say Kol Chamira. The word
kol has a gematria of 50, which represents binah - the highest madreigah.
Only on Leil Shimurim are we able to attain such a madreigah.

Night of Miracles

On the passuk: N2%0 RN DXI¥N PIRND DROXING ‘N7 RN DINY DY
DnTY YRV 12 Y37 oY ‘hY NN, the Targum Yonasan and various
Midrashim state that many miracles happened on this night: Avraham
Avinu triumphed over the four kings, as it says: 2’2 D9y pon; Yetzias
Mitzrayim happened, as it says: 0?97 »81n2 ¥n”; Sancheriv's soldiers were
wiped out, as it says: MWR NINN 1 D IRYN R RIND NP92 77, the
nes of Purim began on that night, as it says: 72190 MY 1771 X3nD N9,

All of these miracles are alluded to in the passuk itself: 80 D9V 977
‘n refers to Avraham Avinu's victory; 030 paxn or¥ny refers to Yetzias
Mitzrayim; n9n ®an refers to the defeat of Sancheriv; ‘% n1n refers to
the time of Mordechai and Esther; and finally, Y%7 %32 92% D nvrefers
to the future geulah. Indeed, the night of the Seder is a special time to
daven and hope for the geulah.

We know that the nes of Purim really happened on Pesach. When the
Megillah says: »2771 727, it means that he instructed the Yidden to
fast on Pesach. That's why it says 1nwn ) 1598R 5R) - don't even eat
matzah or drink the arba kosos on the Leil Haseder.

The meforshim ask: Why was it so important for the Yidden to fast
specifically on the Leil Haseder? After all, the gezeirah of Haman was not
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going into effect for another 11 months, until Adar of the next year. Why
didn't Mordechai and Esther wait a little to see how things would play out?

The sefarim answer that the Yidden fasted specifically on the Leil Haseder
because it was Leil Haseder, a time of tremendous power. Mordechai's
chiddush was that even though we generally eat matzah, drink the arba
kosos, and do all the other mitzvos of the Seder to elevate us and access
the power of this night, that year the night had to be devoted to fasting
in order to bring about a yeshuah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Haman Expired the Next Day

The passuk says in Yehoshua: nannn a0 naw. Forty years after
Yetzias Mitzrayim, when the Yidden had entered Eretz Yisrael, they still
had mann in their keilim, even though the mann had stopped falling on
7 Adar. Only on 16 Nissan, the day after the first day of Pesach, did they
start eating regular food. The Chasam Sofer writes that Haman wanted
to hang Mordechai on 16 Nissan specifically, as we see that he came to
Achashveirosh on the first night of Pesach to ask permission to hang
Mordechai the following day.

Why specifically on 16 Nissan? The Chasam Sofer explains that Haman
knew that 16 Nissan was the day that the mann ran out, and he thought that
such aday must be aninauspicious time for Klal Yisrael and therefore a good
day tokill Mordechai. He didn't realize, however, that after the mann finished,
Klal Yisrael moved on to a new madreigah: noan nanmn yaRn :apn 19x0.

The Chasam Sofer offers a play on words to describe what happened
to Haman:nannn jnn nawn, Haman expired the next day. Instead of
hanging Mordechai on 16 Nissan, he himself was hanged that day. (He
remained hanging there through the whole year, and was joined by his
10 sons a year later, on Purim.) Haman didn't realize that even when the
mann is finished, Klal Yisrael isn't finished; we continue growing and
striving. When one tekufah ends, we don't fade away with it - we move
on to a new tekufah and seek additional madreigos, going %'n Y& 5 nn.

LeilHaseder marks the birth of Klal Yisrael, and just as a newborn baby
needs everything to be sterile, Klal Yisrael has to guard itself from chametz
on Pesach. The rest of the year we do eat chametz, but on Pesach we are
careful to avoid even a nwn of chametz.

Although we are reborn anew each year on Pesach, we don't reset to the
same point each year. Every year is a new cycle, but each new cycle builds on
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the previous ones, so we are always going higher and higher. We are compared
to trees, as the passuk says: nTYN py DIRD ’2. It doesn't say that we are
like crops of a field, which grow and harvested each year, and then the field
becomes barren again. A tree yields its fruit each year, and then the roots,
trunk, and branches remain in place and continue to grow. So on the one hand,
Pesach marks a new start, a fresh slate; on the other hand, it's another layer
of growth, a new level, a fresh ring on the tree of our avodah.

Going Through the Process

The meforshim ask why we don't make a brachah on Maggid, and offer
many answers. The Chasam Sofer offers a fascinating answer. On the Leil
Haseder, we actually go out of Mitzrayim:19%3 %Y nR mRInY 0IR 27N

I¥nn RY RN Therefore, at the beginning of the night, we're still like
goyim. Just as when a ger immerses in the mikvah he may not make a
brachah on the tevilah, because he's not yet a Yid, so, too, Klal Yisrael can’t
make a brachah on Maggid at the beginning of the Seder, because we first
have to go through Maggid before we can come out of Mitzrayim as Yidden.

The Chasam Sofer goes on to explain the significance of Yachatz in this
light. What does a goy do when he wants to eat? He breaks his bread and
eats, without making a brachah. Similarly, we also take our matzah and
break it, as though we're ready to eat - like a goy, without saying a brachah.

But we don't eat the matzah right away —there’s a process that has to
happen first. We personally go through Maggid and proceed through the
galus to the various stages of the geulah.

4, 15, 50... and 600,000

Thereare 4nimw of geulah, which represent various facets of the geulah;
there are also 15 levels of geulah, as signified by the 15 simanei haseder and
the 15 dayenu's. In addition, there are 50 levels of geulah, as the passuk
says: DN PIRN YRIY? 111 3%y DWnRM. The word 0'einni can also be read
nwnni,andindeed, the Torah mentions Yetzias Mitzrayim a total of 50 times,
corresponding to the fact that the Yidden were at the 49™ shaarei tumah, and
after they left Mitzrayim with a nbynon ma1yni, they had 50 days to work
toward Mattan Torah. So there were 50 levels of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Beyond the 4, the 15, and the 50 facets of the geulah, there are also
600,000 facets of the geulah. The first passuk of the Aseres Hadibros says:
D72Y MPIN DXIRN PIRN PRRYIN IR PIYR ‘D 25R. Why is the passuk
phrased in singular —'nxxin WX - rather than in the plural, addressed to
all of Klal Yisrael? It's because every Yid had his own Yetzias Mitzrayim.
There were 600,000 geulos, with every Yid coming out of his own meitzar.

The objective of Pesach, with its 50 geulos, is to get to Mattan Torah.
Pesach is the beginning of the process, and it's a time of peh sach—speaking
divrei Torah. Pesach is also roshei teivos of Paran, Sinai, and Chorev - the
three names of Har Sinai, alluding to the fact that the goal of Pesach is to
get to Har Sinai. Furthermore, if you spell out the letters of Pesach fully,
they add up to a gematria of 613, for the purpose of all this is to get the
613 mitzvos and come to kirvas Hashem and avodas Hashem.

Those Who Can, Prepare

For a person to experience his own Yetzias Mitzrayim on Leil Haseder,
he has to prepare for it beforehand. We say in the Haggadah:

TINDR,OY TIYaN N1 RIND TP OR ,RIND TV IND TINHR WTN YR 9
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This braysa can be read differently: 512, if someone is able, WTn w0
—he should start preparing himself from Rosh Chodesh. If you notice, the
passuk at the end of the braysa - ny 122 - is the passuk used to answer
the :1RWY Y717 1RY. The HIRWH YTV 1RWY starts to hear about Yetzias
Mitzrayim at the Seder itself: 39% Dnan T NN WY nywa. But those
who can should begin preparing on Rosh Chodesh.

Inthisvein, there's a cute story about two rabbanim in Amsterdam, one of
whom was the grandson of the Pnei Yehoshua. One of the rabbanim posted the
mareh mekomos for his Shabbos HaGadol derashah on Rosh Chodesh so that
the tzibbur could prepare. The other rav was a little frightened of the tzibbur;
he didn't know if he knew much more than they did, so he only posted his
mareh mekomos the day of the derashah, so that the people shouldn't have a
lot of time to prepare. One of the leaders of the community remarked, “The
one who's 5127 — the one who can give a derashah, posts it Wn wxn. The
one who can't, it's only 9% Dnan M nxn WY nywva.”

Turn it Into Something Lasting

The avodah of Pesach has to beirana, just as the first Pesach happened
prana. What this means is that when a person has amamynn, he has to use
it quickly, and not procrastinate. Whether he gets that m77ynin from %12
WTN WXRIn or on the night of the Seder itself, he has to know to utilize it.

The passuk in Shir HaShirim says: 7 N2nRn NR 17PN OR) 17’YN DR
yanny, and the Ramban explains that when a person has amamynn, he
should put it into a “cheifetz” - as hinted in the word panny. Don't let it
just slip away - turn it into something lasting.

We know that the Yidden had to be taken out of Mitzrayim at precisely
the moment of midnight. When Moshe Rabbeinu spoke to Pharaoh, however,
he said: n»9n nxn3, around midnight. I heard an explanation that for
Pharaoh’s purposes, it wasn't important whether the miracle happened
at 11:59 or at 12:01. But to Klal Yisrael, it was very important, because
exactly at midnight - 090 »¥na »n” —was when Klal Yisrael's transition
into a nation happened. They were at the 49" sha’ar hatumah, and at that
moment they jumped to the highest madreigos. Indeed, “Pesach” means
N7, leaping. That had to happen in an instant, prana. Afterwards, Klal
Yisrael had to work to hold onto what they had attained - yannw 7y - but
the original geulah had to be with split-second precision, in one leap, going
from "Mitzrishkeit” to pure Yiddishkeit in one moment.

Hashem had to take us out of Mitzrayim at that second, Chazal say,
because if they would have stayed one more second, they would have fallen
to the 50" shaar hatumah, and they wouldn't be able to come out. How
coulditbe that at the very moment that the Yidden were transitioning into
Klal Yisrael, that was when they were in danger of falling into the 50*" of
the shaarei tumah? The answer is that when the Ribbono Shel Olam gives
a growth opportunity, failing to utilize that opportunity is the greatest
nefilah. Precisely because the moment of midnight held the opportunity
forKlal Yisrael to jump to the highest madreigos, they could have fallen to
the 50" shaar hatumah had they not maximized that opportunity.

Hashem should help us to realize the awesome power of these days
and go from the preparations of wTIN WRIN %137 into the Leil Haseder and
be zocheh to “hakol baSeder” to MRY9) MRINR DTN PIRN TNRY M.
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