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PARSHAPREVIEW

Sefiras
Ha'Omer Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
— o —’
A Father-Son Relationship
P —

Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagschal Shlita

Sefiras Ha'omer, as we know, is the time of preparation for Shavuos, for
Kabbalas HaTorah. Of course, there are many aspects to this preparation,
but I'd like to focus on one specific point.

We daven every day in Shemoneh Esrei: 1127p) 90907 102 12wH
7YY 1271, When we ask Hakadosh Baruch Hu for Torah, we refer to
Him as Avinu: We're Your child, and we're turning to You as our Father to
give us the Torah. When it comes to avodah, we refer to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu as Malkeinu. The Tur explains that a father is obligated to teach his
son Torah, and therefore, when we ask Hakadosh Baruch Hu for Torah, we
turn to Him as Avinu: Hashem, You're our Father, and we're your children,
and a father has to teach his son Torah, so in that capacity as a father to
son, please give us Torah as well.

Accordingly, when we're preparing for Shavuos and Kabbalas HaTorah, if
we emphasize and build up the father-son relationship between ourselves
and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, that will be a zechus for us to acquire a portion
in Torah: n7IN% 3728 NYN.

How can we develop that father-son relationship? The Gemara (Bava
Basra 10) states:

PVIY DR PRY §A12) D32 PYIP DNR DIPH YV 1IN PYIY DNRY j01a
DOT2Y PYIP DNR DIPH SW mNY

When Klal Yisrael does Hashem's will, they're considered His children,
and when they're not doing Hashem's will they're considered His servants.
The obvious question is, if someone isn't doing Hashem's will, not only
isn't he acting like a son, he's not acting like a servant either! The very
definition of a servant is someone who follows the command of his master.
So how can we say that Klal Yisrael are considered avadim of Hashem when
they're not doing His will?

We can explain this based on the Mesillas Yesharim’s definition of what
achassidis. One of the middos on the Mesillas Yesharim's ladder of zehirus,
zerizus, nekius, taharah, perishus, etc. is chassidus. What is chassidus? Citing
the Gemara in Berachos that says:nwipy 1710219191 1IN YTIW M MVR
¥I%YH M7 NNy, the Mesillas Yesharim explains that a person who keeps all
the mitzvos and follows every command of Hakadosh Baruch Hu might
be a tzaddik, but he's necessarily a chassid, because a chassid is someone

YNIN-PIN NI | 4

who does more than that.

He gives the mashal of a son who loves his father very much. Not only
does he do whatever his father requests of him, he also discerns, from
all these requests, what's his father's style, what his father likes, what he
enjoys. And because he really loves his father, he figures out ways to bring
him nachas ruach even when the father doesn’t specifically ask.

The same s true of our relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Someone
who keeps all the mitzvos is a tzaddik, but a chassid is someone who
treats Hakadosh Baruch Hu like a beloved father, and from the Torah and
mitzvos that Hashem commands us explicitly, he tries to understand the
“style” of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and what gives Him nachas ruach. Then,
he does things that give Hashem nachas ruach even though they are not
among the 613 mitzvos.

We see, therefore, that the relationship between Klal Yisrael and
Hakadosh Baruch Hu as sons to a father is expressed when a person goes
beyond the actual letter of the law and fulfills the spirit of what Hakadosh
Baruch Hu wants.

Above and Beyond

We find a very similar idea expressed by the Chofetz Chaim in his
explanation of the following pesukim at the end of Sefer Yeshayahu:

ITIMIN TPR AT RY 72 3320 TR 172 N1OR 937 OT7 PIRD) IR DOYD
2727 5P TID) MY NN 1Y HR VAR DT ORI

“The whole world is Mine,"” says Hashem, “so how can you expect to build
a house for me? And while everything is Mine, what I look at and focus
on is someone who, although he's poor and broken, is still 127 5y 79m."

What does»27 %y 73m mean? The Chofetz Chaim explains this according
to Chazal's description of someone who is shomer Shabbos kehilchaso. The
emphasis on 1n3Yn3 implies that there are two levels: someone who's
shomer Shabbos, and someone who's shomer Shabbos kehilchaso. How
can someone keep Shabbos without following its halachos?

There's the letter of the law and the spirit of the law. The Torah says:
NIY 'YW T gNIRIN 93 oY) Taym oo nwy —all week, you should
work and make hishtadlus for your parnassah, but on Shabbos you should
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stop all your hishtadlus and rely on Me to take care of you. Let's say a
person owns a store that is very profitable, and closing down the store on
Shabbos is going to cause a big loss of profit. In this situation, the person
has a mitzvah to rely on Hakadosh Baruch Hu and not worry about his
parnassah. Now, this Yid would never dream of being mechallel Shabbos,
chas v'shalom, but he can't resist the temptation of keeping the store
open on Shabbos. So he looks for some type of aloophole, and decides to
rent out his store to a non-Jew on Shabbos for a high price that's equal to
the amount he would have earned from keeping the store open himself.

Has he been mechallel Shabbos? No, says the Chofetz Chaim. But he's
not shomer Shabbos kehilchaso. To be shomer Shabbos kehilchaso means
that the person not only observes the letter of the law, he also fulfills the
spirit of Shabbos, bringing nachas ruach to Hashem by keeping Shabbos
the way Hashem wants it to be kept. That, says the Chofetz Chaim, is the
meaning of 1727 %Y 7Im): The person doesn't just fulfill the actual halachah,
he’s concerned about the word of Hashem and wants to fulfill the intention
behind the halachah and bring nachas ruach to Hashem.

“The whole world is mine,” Hakadosh Baruch Hu says. “There are so
many people in this world, so many people who are doing great things. But
who am I focusing on? I'm focusing specifically on a person who's Yy 790
27, and he should know that even though he’s an m11 121 71y and he's
very limited in what he can do, I focus on him more than anybody else.”

Why? Because someone who's »127 Yy 790 brings nachas ruach to
Hashem. He's a person who's acting like a son, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu
is focusing on his son. There may be a lot of great things going on, there
may be a lot of people who are fulfilling important commandments of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu in awonderful way, and that's beautiful. But a person
always focuses on his own kids and looks out for them.

Out of everyone in the world, Hashem focuses most on the person who's
127 Yy TN - even if he's the ny1 N2y 2. Why? Because he's the one who
brings Hashem nachas ruach; he's the one who's acting like Hashem’s son.

Becoming Hashem’s Sons

With this, we can explain the Gemara's statement that when Klal
Yisrael are not doing Hashem’s will, they are considered His servants,
not His children. The Gemara doesn't say that when Klal Yisrael fulfills
Hashem's commandments they are called His sons, but rather that when
they fulfill His will they are called His sons. If they are not fulfilling Hashem's
commandments, they can't be called His servants, either, since a servant
by definition follows his master’s instructions. But a servant only follows
instructions. He doesn't look to understand his master’s will, and he's
happy to find loopholes that make his job easier. He's not »127 %y TI10;
he's just keeping the rules. A son, however, does much more than follow
commands. He does mypn Y mx7, and he brings Hashem nachas ruach.
Such a person is called Hashem's son.

If we want to enhance our relationship with Hashem, and earn the title
of His child, then we should look to do Hashem'’s will, and not only follow
His commands. Baruch Hashem, there are a lot of wonderful things going
on, and a lot of people fulfilling Hashem's commands, but this area of
doing mypn 5w Mx7 - understanding what gives Hakadosh Baruch Hu
the real nachas ruach - is something that needs chizuk.

During these days of Sefiras Ha'omer and preparation for Shavuos, if
we act like banim, then Hashem is truly Avinu, to whom we can turn with
the request of: N7 IR NV,
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