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Parashas

Acharei Mos- p
Kedoshim/ ARSHN REVIEW
Sefiras Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Ha'omer which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
‘ —

_——

Will You Vote to Accept the Torah?
—’

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant Shlita

The Kadmonim tell us that the period of Sefiras Ha'omer is designated
for tikkun hamiddos; that's why we begin to learn Pirkei Avos during this
time. That's also why the students of Rabbi Akiva passed away during this
time; on their level, they had some sort of flaw in their middos.

Clearly, tikkun hamiddos is a preparation for Mattan Torah. We actually
see this idea in Parashas Yisro (19:18).

When Hashem instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to tell Klal Yisrael: ¥ ooy
WITR M 0202 N2%nn Y, Moshe Rabbeinu returned to Hashem to relay
Klal Yisrael's answer of n9y1 ‘0 927 7Y Y, as the passuk states: nyn 2y
i 9% oyn »127 NR. Why, asks Rashi, was it necessary for Moshe Rabbeinu
to return to Hakadosh Baruch Hu with an answer? Hakadosh Baruch Hu
knows what they answered; He knows everything! Rashi answers that this
teaches us derech eretz: if someone asks you a question, proper etiquette
dictates that you go back and relay the answer, even if he knows it already.

It seems puzzling, however, that what Moshe Rabbeinu was busy with, in
middle of Mattan Torah, was teaching derech eretz. The Sfas Emes (Shavuos)
notes that the Tanchuma (Parashas Bereishis) sets forth the principle of
17INY TP PIR 777, teaching us that it's not possible to access Torah
without derech eretz. Moshe Rabbeinu was teaching Klal Yisrael to be a
mentch: If someone asked you a question, give an answer. This was a vital
preface to Mattan Torah, because without derech eretz a person can't be
a kli for Torah and can't be mekabel Torah.

The Tanchuma'’s source for the principle of 19I5 NNTP PR 717 is the
passuk that describes Adam Harishon's expulsion from Gan Eden and the
placement of angels to guard it: NX 17V 1% DTPN 12W DTRD DR YIM
D707 PY 777 NX Y7 NINNND 20D VN2 NK) D190,

The eitz hachaim, says the Tanchuma, is the Torah, and the derech eitz
hachaim is derech eretz, which precedes Torah. In other words, after the
cheit and resulting deterioration of Adam Harishon, he could not absorb
Torah without preparation — hence the need for the derech eitz hachaim.

Similarly, says the Sfas Emes, by imparting a lesson of derech eretz
immediately prior to Mattan Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu was helping Klal
Yisrael prepare to receive the Torah, since N7 Y TP PIR 77
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One way of understanding this concept of n7In% nnTp PIR J17is that
since Torah is ruchniyus, Torah is kedushah, Torah is Hakadosh Baruch Hu, it
can't be absorbed by a person who's egocentric. But there's another, very
practical explanation, one that's relevant to anyone who ever opens a sefer.

We Own the Torah

The Gemara states (Berachos 5) that's Hakadosh Baruch Hu's attributes
are unlike those of human beings. When a human being sells something,
the seller is sad and the buyer is happy, yet when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gave us the Torah, He was happy, because He wanted us to have it. In the
introduction to his sefer Nachal Yitzchak, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor,
the Kovno Rav, notes that this analogy is very strange. When a person sells
an object, he no longer possesses that object, so of course he's sad. But
what did Hakadosh Baruch Hu lose when He gave the Torah to Klal Yisrael?
Torahis available everywhere. Anyone can learn it. So what kind of praise is
it of Hakadosh Baruch Hu that He wasn't said when He gave us the Torah?

Rav Yitzchak Elchanan answers by citing the Gemara (Bava Metzia 59)
that describes the famous dispute between R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua,
during which R’ Eliezer generated all sorts of miraculous proofs that the
halachah wasin accordance with his view. He even went as far as to call upon
Heaven to issue a bas kol stating that the halachah is in accordance with
R’ Eliezer in every instance. Yet R’ Yehoshua was not impressed by any of
this. He invoked the principle of ®'n 0mwa &Y, arguing that Hashem wrote
in the Torah that beis din's ruling follows the majority: mwvn% o»a7 »nx.

In effect, kaveyachol, R" Yehoshua was telling Heaven not to mix in.
Even if the halachah in Heaven follows R’ Eliezer, as evidenced by the bas
kol, the halachah on earth follows the view of the majority.

Accordingly, says Rav Yitzchak Elchanan, Hakadosh Baruch Hu actually
did give away the Torah. Now, it's in our hands to pasken and establish
daas Torah. Therefore, when Chazal say that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is unlike
a human being because He wasn't sad when He parted with the Torah,
they meant that literally.

This gives us anew understanding of what Mattan Torah was. At Mattan
Torah, the Torah was transferred to our jurisdiction. Hakadosh Baruch Hu
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took His most precious treasure and gave it to us, doing the closest thing
to giving Himself away. Not only did He give us the Torah to learn and use,
He gave it to us to own. And He trusted Klal Yisrael to pasken and decide
what the Torah says.

It follows that every time a person learns a Tosafos, or a Rashba, or a
Ketzos, or any halachah, he's learning his Torah, which he is responsible
for, and he has Hakadosh Baruch Hu's trust.

No “Pigul”

There's a caveat to this concept, however. Rav Yisrael Salanter writes
in Ohr Yisrael (Michtav 4) that while it's absolutely true that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gave us the Torah and with it the ability to pasken and learn
pshat, that can only be accomplished if a person fixes his middos. By fixing
his middos, a person ensures that his seichel — which is the tool he uses
to interpret the Torah and pasken - can carry out this task properly. If a
person is affected by bad middos, then his seichel has negios, and will lead
him to say a pshat or be machriain a way that is not emes. Rav Yisrael uses
strong words to describe the results of applying flawed seichel to Torah
learning: nxy 8Y RN KA.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu entrusted us with the Torah and trusts us to
interpret it, but that trust is conditional upon our approaching Torah with
tikkun hamiddos.

A person whose middos are problematic can't access the pnimiyus of
Torah and can't live a life of emes. Sometimes, you have a chavrusa who
agrees with everything you say. He is afflicted by the middah of atzlus, so
he can never get to the right pshat. Sometimes, you have a chavrusa who
disagrees with everything you say, because he is afflicted with the middah
of gaavah or kaas; he, too, can't get to the right pshat. And sometimes
you have a chavrusa who doesn't say anything, because he's depressed.

The fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave the Torah over to us obligates us
towork on ourmiddos and live a life of emes, not a life of fantasy. Otherwise,
we're guilty of n'’»n, misusing the treasure Hashem entrusted to us.

This is why 07 mn% nnTp PR 777, the derech eitz hachaim.

A Yearly Vote

Astoundingly, Moshe Rabbeinu’s derech eretz lesson during Mattan Torah
focused on something that seems almost trivial: a messenger returning
with an answer even when the sender already knows the answer. Yet a
seemingly minor action like that is called 1% nnTp IR 777 That tells
us that as powerful and awesome and holy as the Torah is, the derech eretz
that precedes it begins with everyday actions in our everyday lives, with our
spouses, our children, our friends, our chavrusos. Simply to be amentch, to
show respect, to treat people like human beings — and if somebody asks
a question, to get back to them with an answer.

Elsewhere, the Sfas Emes notes that the concept of nnTp paR 77
n7nY extends beyond the idea that derech eretz is what allows a person
to live up the trust Hashem placed in him to interpret the Torah correctly.
We know that Sefiras Ha'omer, as the Chinuch explains, is a time when
we show our desire and longing for Torah by counting every day toward
Kabbalas HaTorah. In advance of Mattan Torah, Hashem approached
all the nations and offered them the Torah, and only when Kilal Yisrael
responded with an eagerness to accept the Torah did Hashem grant it to
them. Similarly, every year during Sefiras Ha'omer we “vote” again that
we want to receive the Torah.

How do we cast this vote? The Sfas Emes says a shocking thing. If
derech eretz is the prerequisite for Torah, then the way to show that we
want Torah is by working on our middos and making ourselves worthy
of having the Torah. So tikkun hamiddos isn't just something we have to
do before Mattan Torah so that we can understand pshat in a Rashi - it's
actually the expression of our desire for Torah. A person who doesn't fix
his middos shows that he doesn’t want the Torah, and he's not interested
in the trust and the responsibility that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives us.

Through tikkun hamiddos and NN NP PIR 777, the Sfas Emes
continues, Yidden create a receptacle for Mattan Torah. From Moshe
Rabbeinu’s going back to Hashem with answer we learn that a person
has the ability to create that receptacle through small, everyday actions
of tikkun hamiddos. That's the idea behind the derech eitz hachaim, and
that's the way to approach Kabbalas Hatorah.

Gut Shabbos.
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