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Parashas

PARSHAPREVIEW

Emor /
Sefiras Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Ha'omer which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— o —
Make Each Day Yours
f— ° 2

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

Parashas Emor contains the mitzvah of Sefiras Ha'omer, as the pasuk
says: nawn nInnn 0J? onavi. What does it mean that the counting
should be n3%?

This can be explained with a mashal to two people who are counting
money. One of them counts the money in his own wallet, money that
belongs to him, and the other is an employee of a bank who is counting
money that is not his. He could be counting hundreds of dollars, but he's
not counting it for himself, and he doesn't gain anything from the counting.

The words D27 Dp791 come to emphasize that this mitzvah of Sefiras
Ha'omer is meant to affect us and help us grow and shteig. It's something
we're supposed to take for ourselves. We shouldn't be like the person who
works in the bank who's counting someone else’s money -or, in this case,
someone else’s days. As we count, we should make sure that the days
impact and elevate us.

Shavuos differs from the other two regalim, as Pesach and Succos fall
on aspecific calendar date- 15 Nissan and 15 Tishrei, respectively —-while
Shavuos is the fiftieth day after we bring the Korban Ha'omer. In the times
before the calendar was fixed, any month could be either 29 or 30 days,
which meant that Shavuos didn't necessarily fall on 6 Sivan.

Why isn't there a set date for Shavous?

Pesach marks the date of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and Succos commemorates
the ananei hakavod. Shavuos, however, is the Yom Tov of Mattan Torah,
and the type of Mattan Torah a person experiences on Shavuos depends
on the work he did during Sefiras Ha'omer. Therefore, the date of Shavuos
hinges on the completion of Sefiras Ha'omer.

This idea is reflected in the Mishnah in Avos that states: nxy 1pnm
7M7Y What makes your Shavuos is the preparation you invested
into limud haTorah. This is true not only of Shavuos, but of a person’s entire
connection to Torah. Your connection to Torah is a reflection of how much
effort you invest into Torah.

MR NV | 4

The Hod of R’ Shimon

Ahighlight of Sefiras Ha'omer is Lag Ba'omer, the day when the minhag
in Klal Yisrael is to visit the kever of R" Shimon Bar Yochai. What exactly
happened on Lag Ba'omer that we are commemorating? Some say it was
the day when R’ Shimon bar Yochai passed away, while others say it was
the day when he revealed a part of the Zohar, the secrets of Torah. But
what was the power of R’ Shimon? What made him so special that he
represents the pinnacle of Sefiras Ha'omer?

If we would want to point to someone who endangered his life to learn
Torah and changed his entire being through learning Torah, the example
is R" Shimon. The Gemara (Shabbos 33b) tells the story of how R’ Shimon
spent twelve years in a cave, plus an additional year. When he emerged,
his skin was full of wounds that were caused by burrowing himself into
sand each day while he learned. Seeing how much pain R’ Shimon was in,
R’ Pinchas ben Yair cried: 792 9roR7w Y "R - “Woe unto me that I see
you in this state!”

Towhich R’ Shimon responded: "arRa RY RYNPRW ;192 NMIRIW PIVR
7972 NR¥N RY 792 - "It is praiseworthy that you have seen me in this state,
for if you would not see me in this state, you wouldn't find me with [with
this level of achievement.]”

The Gemara explains that originally, when R’ Shimon asked a question,
R'Pinchas offered twelve answers, but after R' Shimon emerged from the
cave, he had 24 answers for every question of R’ Pinchas. His years in the
cave, in which he exerted himself to learn, made him into what he was.

Sefiras Ha'omer is the time when we're supposed to prepare ourselves
to receive the Torah, and the person who exemplifies this preparation is
R’ Shimon bar Yochai. His mastery of the chochmas hakabbalah is not a
separate accomplishment, but rather an achievement of greater depth in
Torah, which he merited because of his ameilus baTorah.

Lag Ba'omer corresponds to the middah of hod shebehod, which teaches
us that the beauty of a person is revealed when he dedicates his life to
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Torah. Through his hasmadah and yegiah in Torah, he brings out his hod
shebehod; that's the 77201 NYY NY.

Create Your Cave

Onapractical level, justas R Shimon's cave was a place of fullimmersion
in avodas Hashem, we, too, have to strive to dedicate our lives to avodas
Hashem and create a “cave” for this purpose. The cave of bnei Torah is the
yeshiva, to try to be in yeshiva as much as they can.

Similarly, baalebatim should make sure that during their fixed time
of Torah learning, they should turn off their phone, and nothing should
disturb them from their learning.

During the time to devote to Torah, you're detaching yourself from
the world; this is your cave, your makom aliyah, the place where you can
become hod shebehod, each person according to who heis.

Those who support Torah should know that they're holding up the
cave of Klal Yisrael, since the yeshiva is the place where bnei Torah devote
themselves to Torah. They are enabling the next R’ Shimons to emerge and
bringing out the hod shebehod of Yiddishkeit. This is especially important
to keep in mind when the machzikei Torah go out and fundraise and absorb
bizyonos in the process. They should know that the bizyonos constitute
their ameilus for Torah, and every bizayon beautifies them and helps them

merit hod shebehod, the true kavod.

But the key ishow much you putintoit. R’ Shimon devoted his life, body
and soul, to Torah. The more you put into Torah and a Torah'dike way of life,
the more you connect to the Torah and the more it becomes part of you.
That's D27 nn19v1: Make sure this sefirah is not just counting the days,
but making the sefirah count for you. How do you make it count? Through
giving of yourself for Torah, through intensifying your hasmadah in limud
haTorah, through chizuk haTorah, through learning with your children so
that they should grow in Torah, through keeping the mitzvos of the Torah.

It's brought down that the Gaon learned with greater hasmadah during
Sefiras Ha'omer than during the rest of the year. It's hard for us to imagine
what that means, but the idea of Sefiras Ha'omer is that we're showing we
want a higher level of Torah. Every year we can merit a strong connection to
Torah, but this is dependent on our showing Hashem how much it means
to us and how much we want to connect to the Torah.

That's the avodah of Sefiras Ha'omer, and that's the powerful lesson of
R’ Shimon, who spent twelve years in a cave kol kulo Torah. He didn't care
about anything else, he ate simply, and he dedicated himself to Torah.
We, too, each of us on our own level, should dedicate ourselves to Torah
and have our own cave, our own connection, our own investment into
Torah and avodah. Through this, every person should be zocheh to their
hod shebehod, their keser haTorah, and their beauty and gadlus in Torah.

The nwnan 7ava is dedicated
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