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Parashas
Behar-

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview

Bechukosai which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
— o —’
Parashas Behar-Bechukosai
fP— —

Parashas Behar, in which Hashem commands Klal Yisrael to keep
Shemittah and not work the land, is the parashah of bitachon. This is an
unbelievable thing: Hashem tells us to live for a year on bitachon, and He
will help us.

Most of us are not farmers, but the concept of bitachon is relevant
to every person’s life, whether he is learning in kollel, working, or doing
anything else. Every person must have bitachon! And bitachon means trust
that Hashem that He will help you in every situation.

Life has many different circumstances, many uncertainties, and many
worries, yet a person wants to be happy in life. How can we be happy if we
have so many worries each day about what's going to be?

Ionce heard the following idea from R Aryeh Finkel zt"|. Regarding the
passuk: 1NV YT DY1 3 1127 NNY? 12 23, he says, how can we achieve
1127 NnY’? There's only one way: If we trust that Hashem will help us:
nNNVIWTP DV

This is the path to having a good life. We have all sorts of doubts in life:

Will T make the bus or not? Will I have money for Shabbos or not? But if
we trust in Hashem, He will help us.

Once, the rosh yeshiva R’ Leizer Yudel zt"| made a wedding and he
wanted to invite a relative of his who lived in Yerushalayim, but he didn't
know where the person lived and he had no way of finding out the address.
He called his grandson, R Aryeh, and gave him money for a taxi to go look
for the relative and find him somewhere in Yerushalayim. R" Aryeh told
me that he went to Moniyot Eisenbach and said, “I have fifty lira, take me
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for fifty lira around the city.”

Fifty lira was a lot of money, and the taxi driver took R" Aryeh to the
farthest part of Yerushalayim that he could get to with that amount
of money. R" Aryeh then paid him the fifty lira and got out. He looked
around the area and, lo and behold, he found the relative — because he
had bitachon, and he took the taxi as far as he could travel for fifty lira.

Bitachon Leads to No Fear

This is a wonderful eitzah to have a good life. We have worries of
parnassah, of children, of shidduchim, of health issues — we have to trust
that Hashem will help us, in every situation, as the passuk says: 1230 7972
MY ‘N WM ‘N2 N IWR. Similarly, the Chovos Halevovos says that
having bitachon in Hashem causes good things to happen — if you trust
in Me, Hashem says, then I'll show you I'm trustworthy.

Trust in Hashem! Daven to Him for all that you need and place your
hopesinHim, and you'll see that your life will become much better, calmer,
happier. Hashem will help you much more and you'll see that He is with
you, and then you won't have to worry so much.

We say in Nishmas every Shabbos: 7700 1321 X2) a7 mary min 1y
N¥17 PYR ‘N MWYR HR). This means that whatever happened until now
is all Hashem's rachamim and chessed — and therefore, we are confident
that N1 1R 'n Nwvn HR1. According to the Gra, this is not a tefillah,
but rather a statement: Hashem will not leave us, because He was with
us all our lives and it was all rachamim and chessed, not din — His chessed
never leaves, and He will help us.
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Every Motza'ei Shabbos, in Havdalah, we say 891 npax myiw’ Y8 nin
Tnar. The Name Kel connotes rachamim, and the Gra, in Mishlei, explains
that because Hashem — Kel — is my salvation, I trust in Him and I am
not afraid, because it's rachamim; if it were din I would be afraid. When
we say this passuk in Havdalah, we are beginning a new week, with new
challenges, uncertainties, issues of parnassah, and more, and with these
words we are conveying that because Hashem has rachamim, I won't be
afraid. We also say: 2py’ *72y Rn R, expressing that we don't have to
be afraid, because Hashem is with us.

I once heard R' Don Segal say, regarding the passuk: Ty »1 'n1 "nva
N7 X ‘N -2 03, that Hashem creates the world with the Shem 7=,
so trust in Him, because He is making the whole world. Don't trust your
money, your effort, or your ability — trustin Hashem. This is also a passuk
that we say every day, after Ashrei:’n Y2 101X DDV NPR) 1272 NHR
22113098 — some people have cars, or planes; some people have power
or money; but we have nothing except Shem Hashem. They trust in their
money, their power, their connections, but ultimately they'll fall—72 nnn
19911 — while we're going to rise up and be strong: TTIYN 1N AMINI.

The Chovos Halevavos teaches that if a person trusts in his own power
it's not going to be good. Trust in Hashem! Daven to Hashem all the time:
“Hashem help me!”

The Brisker Rav had a kollel that paid every Rosh Chodesh. People
offered to give him enough money to support the kollel for two years, but
he said, “No, not two years — Rosh Chodesh. I have bitachon, I'm getting
it on Rosh Chodesh.”

Taking it Pashut

The eitzah in Behar is an eitzah for Shemittah, but it's also an eitzah
for all of life.

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz used to say the following story every year. The
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Alshich held that bitachon requires no hishtadlus, and when he gave a drashah
about this in Tzfas, one of the listeners, a simple baalebos, went and sold
his horse and wagon, with which he used to go out to the mountains to
dig out clay to then sell in the city. This man did not know how to learn, so
after selling his horse and wagon and sat and said Tehillim all day in shul.
His wife and children were worried, but at that point he still had money
from his earlier sales.

After a year or so their money started running out, and his wife asked
him, “What's going to be with us? We have no money!”

“Don‘t worry,” her husband assured her. “The Alshich said.”

As time went on, all their money ran out, and they had no food at all.
“Abba," his children pleaded, “have rachmanus on us!”

"The Alshich said,” he replied.

One day, they heard a bang at the door, and they saw that their old horse
had returned to them with the wagon — containing a chest of gold. What
happened was that the non-Jew who had bought the horse and wagon
had gone to dig clay out in the mountains, and had found a chest of gold
and placed it in the wagon. When he went back to look for more, he had
been killed. The horse had waited a long time, and when his new master
did not return he went back to his old master, who became rich.

Upon seeing what had happened to this man, the talmidim of the Alshich
asked him, “Rebbi, he is an am haaretz, and we are beki'im b’Shas — so why
didn't Hashem give us parnassah like He gave him?"

“He took my words simply,” the Alshich answered.
That is bitachon! No svaros, no high machshavos — pashut.

We have to believe pashut that Hashem will help all of us, all of Klal
Yisrael, and that He will save us in every situation. Hashem should send
us yeshuos in shidduchim, health, chinuch, and parnassah.
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We know that Yidden have no nvwip PPN NN PORL 1DV DIPPN DTN

where others have no answers.

D787 PI1Y2H DNIN DM NN N”Han
D781 PRI DN N”Nan
D787 1392 NWN 290 TIARN
D7RTINRP PTYR PNN OV N”Nan
D7RT PRIOYW WY 2T DWW N7NaN

We know that every person knows which areas of
Yiddishkeit he must be prnnn because YWa31 NN YTV 27

We know that the wounds are still open and fresh;
the pain is sharp and deep.

May n”apn send the nn%w nnni to the grief-stricken
and broken-hearted manox and o, parents and
families; and nnYw NR1A7 to the injured.

YW M2 ONY ‘A DN Yva
DNTN DPMNAYN 0N DR
171 NOR AR Y3 Dy
DOV JON DIAR IRY TN

May n”apn be prnn the talmidim who saw
and experienced the trauma of the n .

May n”apn accept our NpTYY NYAN ,NWN

T 1IMINY RN

$ %
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q
S Q

O
“

OOOOOOOOOOOOBOO OO OO OOO OO OOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OOV OOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OOCH

MPINAINL NVIS 19 DHWIY PR NDW? HY NYIAN IV - WITA N2



