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Parashas
Eikev

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

fP—
Remember to be

_—

Willing to Change
o —’/

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen shlita

There are six zechiros that many people say after Shacharis every day.
The fourth zechirah is that of the eigel, and is found in this week’s parashah,
at the beginning of the following passuk: paxpn YR NR NYR YR 901
DPRD TV DINI TY DN PIRD DRY? WK 0PN 102 12793 PPoR N DR
‘N oy nn»p 0nn Nin — remember, and don't forget, how you angered
Hakadosh Baruch Hu by rebelling against Him. Interestingly, the passuk
says: 'n oy on»n onn, which literally means, “You were rebellious
with Hashem.” Shouldn't it say: 'n 73 Dn»n 00N, you were rebellious
against Hashem?

R’ Tzadok HaKohen (Pri Tzaddik, Maamar 1, Maamarei Chodesh Av)
explains that the Torah is hinting that although Klal Yisrael sinned grievously
with the cheit ha'eigel, violating the first two of the Aseres Hadibros — o1

PPYR N and 79 iy RS —they were nevertheless connected to Hashem
and “with” Him. He adds that because a Yid remains with Hashem even when
he does an aveirah, when he does teshuvah, his aveiros become zechuyos.

The idea that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is with us even after a terrible cheit
is reflected in the passuk in Parashas Balak: ni7 891 1py2a 1R 0720 KH
12 790 NYINI INY PPYR ‘N YRV Yny. Rashi comments: Poyan 1208
DINN 17 IR 1Y 1 — even if they are rebellious Hakadosh Baruch
Hu does not move from among them. This is one of the ten pesukim that
we say in Malchuyos, and with it we convey that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
the King with Klal Yisrael.

A Rebellion With Hashem is More Severe

Perhaps we can offer a different explanation of why the Torah says
N DY DpY) DN,

TheRamban here notes that the Torah does not mention thatKlal Yisrael
were rebellious at the Yaf Suf or at Marah; it mentions only the rebelliousness
of the eigel. He explains that those rebellions occurred before Kabbalas
HaTorah, and after Kabbalas HaTorah they were more obligated to obey
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu, since He had entered a bris with them. Therefore,
their rebelliousness after Kabbalas HaTorah was considered more severe.
Perhaps the Torah is alluding to this when it says’n oy nn»n onn —you
were with Hashem, in a bris, yet you rebelled against Him.

What is the mitzvah to remember that we angered Hashem with the
eigel? The Sforno explains that the main point we need to remember is
that Hashem became angry at us because we were an 9y nwp oy —a
stiff-necked people. What does it mean to be a “stiff-necked people”?

The Smak actually counts Ty 1Wpn &> 03971 as a lav, connecting it
with the mitzvas asei of D322% n%7Y NR DR — which, he explains, is a
mitzvah to love tochachah, and to love the people who give it. Accordingly,
the lav of Ty 1Wpn RY D9 is transgressed when people do not love
tochachah and do not love the people who give it.

To be stiff-necked, then, is to be unwilling to be taught a lesson,
unwilling to change. And that stubbornness, says R" Yerucham Levovitz,
was the root of the cheit ha'eigel.

The Mussar Imperative

At the beginning of Parashas Devarim, when Moshe Rabbeinu gave
subtle mussar to Klal Yisrael by hinting at their previous transgressions
invarious places, he referred to the cheit ha'eigel by mentioning the place
"Di Zahav." Rashi explains that the cheit ha'eigel happened because they
had a lot of money (zahav).

Was the cheit ha'eigel rooted in stubbornness, or in having too much
money?

Perhaps we can explain that two are one and the same: Their stubborn
unwillingness to change resulted from their having a lot of money and
feeling too comfortable with their lifestyle and taavos. Because they had a
lot of money and were enjoying themselves, they were not willing to grow.
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To summarize, then, the mitzvah of na¥pn YR NR NaYR SR 91
92792 PPYR ‘N DR requires us to remember that we angered Hakadosh
Baruch Hu in the Midbar by being stiff-necked and unwilling to change.
But yet we were rebellious with Hashem, for He is always with us, even if
we do terrible aveiros.

In general, the Torah views Klal Yisrael's years in the Midbar in a very
positive light, as the passuk states: gn37 31152 N2R 77791 TON 77 "M
I R PIR 92712 »INR. This might seem like a bit of a contradiction
to the mitzvah to remember that Hashem was very angry with us in the
Midbar. According to the way we have explained this mitzvah, however,
there is no contradiction. Hakadosh Baruch Hu has tremendous love and
admiration for Klal Yisrael for following Him in the Midbar, and He wants
us to continue this kesher and not to fall into the trap of being unwilling
to change and therefore doing aveiros. Therefore, He cautions us: 9% 991
22702 PPFOR N NR NOXYPN IWR NR NN — remember, and don't forget,
that you were stiff-necked, and from now on, listen to the dvar Hashem
and don't be so stubborn. Be willing to change and grow.

In a practical sense, then, this mitzvah of remembering the cheit
ha'eigel obligates us to learn mussar daily, because in order to change we
need to learn mussar.

When the Alter of Kelm opened his Beis Hamussar, someone asked
him, “What is this building? Is this a meshugeneh house?”

"Yes," he replied. “You go in crazy, and you come out normal.”

This mitzvah of remembering the eigel also includes staying connected
toayeshiva, toarosh yeshiva, to rebbe’im, since a yeshiva is a place where
you grow and change.

We have to continuously be mechazek ourselves to stay close to our
yeshiva and to our rebbeim, and to ask them for advice — this will allow
us to fulfill this zechirah and perform the mitzvah of 7W& nX Nawn Y8 951
72792 PPOR ‘N NR naxpn. By remembering that we angered Hakadosh
Baruch Hu because we were stiff-necked, and resolving to be willing to
change, we will be zocheh to much brachah and hatzlachah in our lives.

Gut Shabbos.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

Hilly Hill LLC
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