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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Ki Setzei Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ o —
Message from a Mashkon
—— —/

In this week’s parashah, the Torah tells us a halachah regarding a
mashkon: 102y VY7 M2 KR RN KY TNIRN NRYN 771 MYn 2 —if you
have a claim against someone, because you lent him money and the time
of repayment arrived, then you have the right to take a mashkon, but you
may not barge into the borrower’s house and take the mashkon yourself.
Rather, you should go to beis din and ask for a mashkon. Although the
borrower owes you money, and you have the right to take the mashkon,
you should nevertheless display sensitivity to him and do so in a way that
preserves his dignity.

The Chofetz Chaim, in the preface to his sefer Ahavas Chessed (in his
own peirush, Nesiv Hachessed, Os Dalet), poses a question: What do the
words NnIRN NRYN mean? Rashi understands this phrase to mean chov
shel klum: Even if you are owed the smallest amount of money —a penny,
a shekel —you are not allowed to take a mashkon by force. If so, wonders
the Chofetz Chaim, it would seem that the Torah should really say the
opposite: Even if you are owed a large amount of money, you still should
not go and seize the mashkon yourself. The smaller the loan is, the less of
a right the lender would think he has to take the mashkon, so why is the
passuk emphasizing that this applies even to a very small loan?

The Chofetz Chaim offers a marvelous answer, one that yields new
insight into our avodas hachessed. He cites another statement of Rashi, in
Parashas Mishpatim (Shemos 22:25), where the Torah instructs the lender
to return amashkonhe has taken if it's something that the borrower needs,
such as clothing. The passuk says: Wnwn X2 7y 9v7 nnow Yanmn Yan or
1% 12wn. From the double lashon of 5anm Yan oy, Rashi derives that you
have to do this repeatedly: Even if the borrower has not repaid his loan for
many nights, and the lender still has the mashkon, the lender must keep
on returning it, even up to a hundred times. By way of explanation, Rashi
adds the words of the Midrash Tanchuma:

NN WARY YRR 93 998K N9 JWAI 171 YY 21 NNR 1ND N72pH IR

RN D NYID |4

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager shlita

AWM 910 2WM YIV INR R 9 NPINN 2RI MY NN PAVM PT

Addressing the lender, Hashem says, “How much do you owe Me? Every
single night when you go to sleep, your neshamah comes up to Me, and
whenTjudgeit, theverdictis thatitis guilty,and really I should not return
ittoyou. Nevertheless, even though you owe me, I don't collect —instead,
Ireturn your neshamah safely each day. You, too, should behave this way,
returning the mashkon to the borrower every day even though he owes you.”

We have a longstanding, endless debt to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the
Chofetz Chaim says. If a person would keep this in mind, he would realize
that no matter how large a claim he has against his friend — even if the
friend owes him millions of dollars — that claim pales in comparison to
the debt we owe Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

This, says the Chofetz Chaim, is the meaning of the passuk: nwn
102Y VAP M2 YR NI KD NMIRN NRWN 7v72. True, the Torah is not
referring only to a negligible debt of a penny or a shekel — it's referring
to a debt of thousands, millions, or billions as well. But that is nothing
compared to how much we owe Hakadosh Baruch Hu — it's nnixn nrwn.
How, then, can a person feel entitled to take advantage of the pauper who
owes him money? You think he's obligated to you? Is he more obligated
to you than you are to Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Just as Hakadosh Baruch
Hu continues to bestow chessed upon you day and night, you, too, should
treat the borrower properly.

Endless Debt

I think the Chofetz Chaim is opening a new window for us on how to
combat the yetzer hara that tries to prevent us from doing chessed. Often,
when we help another person, the yetzer hara whispers to us, “You know,
this person should be more appreciative. He keeps on bothering you and
asking for your help.” And sometimes we feel that we have the right to
stand up for ourselves and not continue the chessed. The Chofetz Chaim
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is giving us an insight into how we can access the kochos hanefesh to
continue doing chessed even in the face of these arguments: We have
to look at how Hakadosh Baruch Hu deals with us, and recognize how
endlessly indebted we are to Him.

This idea is expressed in the zemiros of Shabbos, where we say: 2 15
R2VINI N2 D2 RY PaYR 1w 123, This can be understood to mean
that even if a person would live a thousand years, he could not even begin
to pay Hakadosh Baruch Hu back for His chassadim.

This ocean of Hashem's chessed that we're constantly swimming in is
the ultimate mechayev for us to do chessed with others.

Carrying it Forward

Taking this a step further, why does the way Hakadosh Baruch Hu
conducts Himself with us obligate us to behave the same way toward others?

Onasimplelevel,it'sbecauseit's only proper that we follow His example
and deal with others the way He deals with us.

But maybe there's a deeper reason. Hakadosh Baruch Hu continues to
bestow chessed upon us even though we are undeserving, as Rashi says in
Parashas Mishpatim, and as we express in Bircas HaGomel when we say:
20 Y3 2mY M0 Ny Y. The Mishnah Berurah explains that
the words m2'n% Yman to mean that Hashem continues to do chessed for
us even though we're indebted to Him, both for the many chassadim He
does for us and for our bad deeds. His persisting in doing kindness for us
despite our indebtedness magnifies our obligation of gratitude.

How do we repay Hakadosh Baruch Hu for this massive debt?

Theroshyeshiva, Rav Chaim Shmulevitz, gave a shmuess on the yahrtzeit
of R Yerucham, which is recorded in Sichos Mussar, and in it he talked about
how to show hakaras hatov to a rebbi. I think he was alluding to how to
show hakaras hatov to Hakadosh Baruch Hu as well. He explained that some
people want you to pay them back for the good you do for them, but a

rebbi is different — the way to repay a rebbi is not by saying thank you or
by giving him a check, but rather by taking what he gave you, appreciating
it, and carrying it forward. A rebbi invests you with a mehalach in Torah
and avodah, and his ultimate ratzon is that you should take that further.

We could definitely say the same about Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu bestows chessed and shefa upon us, in both
gashmiyus and ruchniyus, His ultimate goal is that we should carry that
chessed forward. Considering the way He does chessed for us, without a
cheshbon — even though we owe Him so much, we can never argue, “This
pauper owes me, and when is he going to pay me back? Look how much
I did for him already!” You have to continue returning his mashkon even a
hundred times! Our hakaras hatov to Hakadosh Baruch Hu is what obligates
us to continue doing that for the borrower.

We can apply this lesson to the days of Elul as well. Elul, we know, is a
time of »7 »7v7) *7177 "1R. But another remez to Elul is found, as the Chayei
Adam notes, in the passuk: m3aR? MM 1MYI7 WK, which is referring
to bein adam lechaveiro. Perhaps these are not two disparate ideas, but are,
rather, connected: One of the ways in which we fulfill the precept of /1177 718
7 Y77y is by reciprocating Hashem's chessed and mirroring His conduct
through doing chessed ourselves, through giving to a fellow Yid, through
showing sensitivity, and continuing to give: D127 mann 1Mp77 WK.

From the Chofetz Chaim we learn that when we are challenged with an
opportunity of chessed, and the yetzer hara wears us down with arguments
that we've done enough, and we don't owe the other person anything, then
we should remind ourselves of our enormous debt to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and spur ourselves to follow in His ways, by taking the kindness He
does for us and carrying it over to our friend.

May this be a zechus for us during these days of Elul, and may we be
zocheh to an uplifting Elul.

Gut Shabbos.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

sevenstone-
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