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Chanukah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—’

——

A Partnership for all Generations

—7

_——

Hagaon Harav Binyamin Carlebach Shlita

I'd like to share with you a short thought about Chanukah from the
Maharsham, who was one of the gedolei haposkim a few generations ago,
and was the grandfather of Rav Shalom Schwadron and our good friend
R’ Berish Braunstein.

On the passuk in Shir Hashirim: oy13n 9270109 %Y 7 120 DR,
there’s a midrash pliyah that says: nR 9¥nW 2387 T NP7 1IN DRTITH
191N 71 7T DTN 92 1NNa Y qov. Duda’imis a reference to the duda’im
that Reuven brought Leah, which Leah then gave to Rochel, and the words
DTN 92 3NNa YY) - “at our doors we find delicacies” - is an allusion
to ner Chanukah. What connection is there between Reuven’s giving the
duda'im to Leah and the Chanukah licht at our doors?

The Midrash teaches that Hakadosh Baruch Hu has a special affinity
for the duda’im that Reuven gave Leah, because through that, Klal Yisrael
gained two shevatim: Yissachar and Zevulun. Yissachar we understand,
as he was born as a result of the incident with the duda’im, but why is
Zevulun's birth attributed to this incident as well?

The answer is that the existence of Yissachar in the world necessitates
the existence of a Zevulun as well. So the duda’im led to the birth of Shevet
Yissachar, which represents Torah, and to the birth of Shevet Zevulun,
which represents hachzakas Torah.

When we light Chanukah licht, continues the Maharsham, why do we
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focus on the ner — nan Yv 71 »YT1n5? The nes happened with the oil,
and the neris what holds the oil, but really we should be talking about the
light of Chanukah, and lighting the oil, which produces ohr!

The answer is that the ner is what holds the oil and makes it physically
possible for oil to burn. The nes of Chanukah came about through the
mesirus nefesh of the Chashmonaim and Klal Yisrael for Torah. The Yevanim
came NN onYownY, and the nes was the mesirus nefesh for Torah that
brought about the hatzalah of the Torah, which ensured that Torah would
endure for generations to come. The mesirus nefesh that brought about the
neswas on the part of Zevulun as much as it was on the part of Yissachar,
because without Zevulun, Yissachar has no kiyum, as Zevulun makes it
physically possible for Torah to be learned.

The nes came about through the partnership of Yissacharand Zevulun,
and the promise that Torah will endure in Klal Yisrael for all generations
is fulfilled through the mesirus nefesh of both Yissachar and Zevulun.

Rav Nosson Tzvi always used to say that Chanukah is the Yom Tov for
yeshiva bochurim. But we see from here that it's a Yom Tov for yeshiva
bochurim along with their partners - the Zevuluns of the world.

May we all have a freilechen Chanukah and draw strength from this
idea that the Torah endures because of the mesirus nefesh of Yissachar
and Zevulun together.
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Chanukah

_——

¢

The Most Precious Mitzvah

_——

The Rambam says, at the end of Hilchos Zmanim, that the mitzvah
of ner Chanukah is 781 7y n2>an. Considering that the Rambam doesn't
say this about any other mitzvah, it sounds as though the mitzvah of ner
Chanukah is the most precious mitzvah in the entire Torah — more than
talmud Torah, or tzitzis, or tefillin — even though it is a mitzvah d’rabbanan.
Why is ner Chanukah the most precious mitzvah of all?

The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) asks n21n »&n, and Rashi understands this
question to mean: Myap V1 PR HY.

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz explains that two nissim happened on Chanukah
- the nes of the military victory, and the nes of the pach hashemen - and
the Gemara is asking which of those nissim Chanukah commemorates.

The Gemara answers that it is the nes of the pach hashemen.

The nes of the pach hashemen was a secondary and seemingly minor
miracle, while the nes of the victory in war, of rabbim beyad me‘atim, of Klal
Yisrael's salvation from the Yevanim, was the greater miracle. Why, then,
does Chanukah commemorate the nes of the pach hashemen?

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz compares this to a mother who changes her
baby, cleans him, dresses him in fresh clothing, and then, at the end, gives
him a kiss. The changing was necessary for the baby's cleanliness and
health, but the kiss shows love. Similarly, the nes of the pach hashemen
was the kiss. It was an extra nes; the halachah is that tumah hutrah
b’tzibbur,and Klal Yisrael could really have been mekayem the mitzvah of
lighting the menorah without this nes. But Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted
to show that He loves Klal Yisrael, and He performed this extra miracle
to demonstrate His love.

Perhaps the reason the Rambam calls ner Chanukah a mitzvah naan
TIRN 7Y is that the nes of the pach hashemen was wholly an expression

Harav Hagaon Ahron David Shlita

—

of chavivus and love. We have to feel that love, and we have to light the
ner Chanukah with a feeling of chavivus as well.

The Gemara says, in Shabbos: ©man »n%n 021 7Y% P10 712 990,
Someone who is careful with the mitzvah of lighting neiros will have
children who are successful in Torah. The Meiri explains that 132 930
means lighting the neiros with chavivus and love, not merely to light them.

We have a week now to light ner Chanukah, and we have to prepare
ourselves to light those neiros b'ahavah.

How do we prepare?

In Parashas Vayeishiv, Rashi notes that the caravan that transported
Yosef to Mitzrayim was carrying besamim, so that the tzaddik shouldn't
have to smell a bad odor. Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz wonders: why did Yosef
care about the smell? He was being sold as a slave to Mitzrayim, the worst
place in the world - what difference did it make what he was smelling?

Rav Chaim explains that through the fragrance of the besamim, Hashem
was telling Yosef, “I am with you.” Yosef understood that message, and
He felt Hashem's presence with him in every situation, which gave him
great chizuk.

We, too, should feel Hashem's fragrance. Every day we should take note
of one "whiff” of Hashem being with us, one time when we put into our
heart that Hashem is with us. In that way, Hashem will be chaviv to you,
ner Chanukah will be chaviv to you, and you will light the ner with chavivus.

And we have to prepare - the ikar of the mitzvah is the preparation, not
the mitzvah itself. The menorah of the Beis Hamikdash was allowed to
be kindled by a zar, but the cleaning and preparation had to be done by a
kohen. So we have to prepare to light with chavivus, with ahavas Hashem.

Hashem should help that all of our children should be gedolei Torah.

This week'’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:
NIRT qOY J2 TIYON NNV NYH
whose yahrtzeit is on Y903 13
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