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Parashas
Vayigash

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
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Why Schlep the Tree?

—7

_——

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

In Parashas Vayigash we find Yaakov Avinu going down to Mitzrayim
and visiting Be'er Sheva along the way. Why did he stop in Be'er Sheva? The
Midrash teaches, as does the Targum Yonasan on Terumah and Tetzaveh,
that Yaakov Avinu went to Be'er Sheva to uproot the tree the Avraham
Avinu had planted and bring it down to Mitzrayim. Avraham had planted
this eshel to provide shade for his guests, as the passuk states: S¥Ux Yv"
Y1V IR12.

What was the purpose of bringing this tree to Mitzrayim? The Midrash
explains that Yaakov Avinu knew that when Klal Yisrael would leave
Mitzrayim they would need atzei shittim for the kerashim of the Mishkan.
One lashon is that the wood was needed for the briach hatichon that went
through the center of the kerashim.

The meforshim ask a simple question - if Yaakov Avinu was interested
in ensuring that his descendants would have the materials they needed
when it came time to build the Mishkan, he could have found a much
easier way of doing this. Yaakov Avinu was a rich man, and he could have
put aside some money, or a small pouch of diamonds, to cover the cost of
the raw materials. But instead, he went through the considerable effort
of traveling to Be'er Sheva, uprooting the tree, schlepping it to Mitzrayim,
and replanting it there. Then, this whole process was repeated in reverse
when the Yidden left Mitzrayim - they had to uproot this tree in order to
schlep it with them into the Midbar. Indeed, regarding the passuk: 593
DVY XY IR R¥NI IR, the Midrash teaches that the words yr Rxn)
indicate that they took this wood out of Mitzrayim specifically with this
purpose in mind. Why was all this necessary?

The Chofetz Chaim explains that Yaakov Avinu's goal was not merely
to provide raw materials for the Mishkan. Rather, his intention was that
throughout the 210 years when Klal Yisrael would be in Mitzrayim, they

VI NVIa |5

should see the tree and remain continually cognizant of the fact that
Avraham Avinu established Klal Yisrael and instilled within us the middah
of chessed. By remembering Avraham Avinu's chessed, the Yidden were
encouraged to do chessed with one another in Mitzrayim.

We say in the shirah every day: n7x3 3 0y 570102 1N - You, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, led Klal Yisrael because of Your chessed, and redeemed this
nation. In what zechus, asks the Tanna Dvei Eliyahu, did Hakadosh Baruch
Hu redeem Klal Yisrael? It was 77002 — because of the chessed that Klal
Yisrael did with one another. We made a covenant to be kind to one another,
says the Tanna Dvei Eliyahu, and officially undertook to look after one
another and provide for one another’s needs, within the depth of the tzarah
of Galus Mitzrayim. Whether we knew the other people or not, whether
they were the same as us or not, we resolved to do chessed with them.

What provided the impetus for this chessed was the tree that Yaakov
Avinu went through the bother of bringing down to Mitzrayim: the eshel
that became the atzei shittim of the Mishkan. This tree served as a constant
reminder of the chessed that we need to do for one another.

Created for Chessed

Rav Itzeleh of Volozhin states that his father, Rav Chaim Volozhiner
would often tell him: What was the purpose for which Hakadosh Baruch Hu
created us? True, once we were created we have to fulfill the 613 mitzvos,
and we have numerous obligations in this world, but we can't say that was
the primary reason for Creation. The reason for Creation, said Rav Chaim
Voloziner, was so that we can be meitiv to other people: 32’ ToN DHY.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu created us to be able to do chessed.

Avraham Avinu was desperate to do chessed, to think about somebody
else, to be aware of the feelings of others.
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Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz famously teaches that the reason Chazal
consider four categories of people to be dead - the blind person, the person
who doesn't have any children, the poor person, and the metzora - is that
they're unable to give to others. If you can't do chessed, that's akin, in the
eyes of Chazal, to not having a life at all.

There’s a beautiful passage in the Sefer Tomer Devorah where the
Ramak says that Hakadosh Baruch Hu records every mitzvah we do and
every mitzvah is rewarded. No mitzvah is forgotten. But sometimes, the
schar of the mitzvah is delayed; it might come in a hundred years' time,
or it might come only in Olam Haba. At times, we reach a stage in life
when we are desperate for an extra injection of chessed from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu - perhaps at a time when we need to make a big decision, or
when we arrive at a milestone. And we don't always have the zechusim
that we need to earn that chessed. The passuk describes Hashem as yan
RN ToN, and the Tomer Devorah explains that He has a special account
where he records the chessed that we do. Each time we do a chessed -
whether by giving time, money, a compliment - that chessed is placed ina
special account, where it will be available for the time when we need a big
yeshuah. That's besides the general schar that we get for every mitzvah.
The more opportunities for chessed that we seize, the more likely we are
to get that big yeshuah.

You Get What You Give

The briach hatichon, the base of the Mishkan, was made of wood
from the eshel that Avraham Avinu planted as a chessed, and Klal Yisrael
merited the Mishkan and its hashra’as hashechinah in the zechus of that
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chessed. In the zechus of chessed, we will also be zocheh to the geulah
and the Beis Hamikdash.

This idea helps us understand the teaching of Avos d'Rabbi Nosson
that says that after the churban Beis Hamikdash, when Yidden were crying
bitter tears over the irrevocable loss of the Beis Hamikdash, Rabbi Akiva
comforted them by saying: nmin3 Rnw NNR 1993 MY ©° 79 Y HR M1
o7ON MY Nt PRy - we still have the opportunity to do chessed with
each other.

If we bolster our gemilus chassadim, we can reach the level of Avraham
Avinu's YR YV, and we can then get the Beis Hamikdash back. The reason
Yaakov took the eshel of Avraham Avinu down to Mitzrayim was so that
the Yidden should see it and recall the need to be kind to one another,
and so that this eshel of chessed could become the briach hatichon of the
Mishkan and the basis of hashraas hashechinah.

Sometimes —at all times, actually —we need help from Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. How do we access the endless chassadim that we need throughout our
lives: health, happiness, and prosperity? The Mesilas Yesharim's famous
words should reverberate through our minds and our beings throughout
our lives: 7on %ap? 70N NWIYN DINR - one who does chessed will receive
chessed from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And if you need more chessed from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, you need to do more chessed, as the Mesilas Yesharim
continues: 9ap% N2 70 MWYYY NAPW NN 9331 - the more chessed that
you do, the more chessed you will receive, proportionally, from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

May Hashem bentch each and every one of us to be included in this
ultimate brachah:7on ap> Ton nwn.
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