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Parashas
Shekalim

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

¢

)

Equal Value to Every Jew

—

——

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita

The weeks of the dalet parshiyos are special opportunities for avodah,
when we are meant to focus on the specific aliyah that is connected to the
parashah thatis added. This first of the dalet parshiyos, Parashas Shekalim,
which is read this week, needs some explanation. The other three parshiyos
connect to the time of year, and relate to very central themes in avodas
Hashem. But how does the parashah of shekalim relate to this time of year,
and what is so fundamental about the mitzvah of machatzis hashekel that
itis worthy of being one of the dalet parshiyos, and even the first of them?

The obvious reason for Parshas Shekalim is because pyymwn 9781 TNRA
Ypwn Y. The Rishonim explain that every Nissan, there's a din of wTn
Ram - there needs to be a new donation of shekalim for the korbanos
tzibbur. This collection was started in Adar to encourage people to give their
shekalim before Nissan. Accordingly, it would seem that Parashas Shekalim
has nothing to do with Adar or Purim and is read, coincidentally, before
Adar as a preparation for Chodesh Nissan and the new trumas halishkah.
The Elyah Rabbah, however, quotes the Gemara in Megillah that says:

SIPWY 1IN TNYY DNIYN N NRWY N 1Y YITY M0 WP W IR
TR TARA 0T WM OPYY YRV DTHN 705 HRIW HY DHpw
YYD YY PYMVN

Chazal are telling us that Hakadosh Baruch Hu's master plan was to have

the shekalim given at the beginning of Adar, as an antidote to Haman's
plan to give shekalim in order to seal the gezeirah against Klal Yisrael. If

DVavN NvIa |5

so, we begin to understand that there is a dual meaning to the parashah
of shekalim: besides being a preparation for the Xam wn of Chodesh
Nissan, the shekalim also usher in the avodah of Chodesh Adar, and were
meant to ward off the gezeirah of Haman and lead to the nes of Purim.
But how are we to understand this connection between the shekalim of
machatzis hashekel and the shekalim of Haman Harasha? True, they are
both shekalim, but how does one counteract the effect of the other?

Let us consider the background of Haman's shekalim. Chazal tell
us that Achashveirosh knew that the galus was supposed to end after
seventy years, and according to his mistaken calculations, that deadline
had already passed. As far as Achashveirosh was concerned, Klal Yisrael's
fate was sealed: Hakadosh Baruch Hu, kaveyachol, had forsaken his
beloved Klal Yisrael and geulah was no longer on the horizon. The theme
of Achashveirosh’s party, then, was a celebration of Klal Yisrael's demise.
For 180 days he was intoxicated with the news that Klal Yisrael could no
longer look forward to salvation.

Chazal tell us that Klal Yisrael were deserving of destruction for partaking
of and enjoying this party. By joining the celebration, Klal Yisrael were
buying into the despair that Achashveirosh was trying to sow and accepting
the belief that there was no relationship left with Hashem, and no geulah
to look forward to. This is what Haman tried to do with his shekalim: he
wanted to seal Klal Yisrael's fate and intensify this irrevocable sense of
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yiush by convincing the Yidden to really believe that they no longer have
any geulah to hope for. In this sense, Haman's shekalim were meant to
trigger despairin Klal Yisrael and convince them that they no longer have
arelationship with the Eibishter.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, in His infinite wisdom, gave the mitzvah of
machatzis hashekel to prevent this yiush, and He arranged for it to precede
Purim. How was the machatzis hashekel meant to address the problem of
yiush and lack of connection?

No Big or Small Pledges

The Midrash Tanchuma makes a cryptic statement about Parashas
Shekalim:

297K PR NN IRYA ,DNY YV 12T (RIN I WITPN 97 NwN IR
NYI9 DNY 1M PYIY T AINRY DWI TN LRI I WITRN Y IR
IR PRI 189 MR PRIPY MW MY K31 79 ORI NR 991 IR DHPY
JURT DR 4PN 1YY MR DY TR

On the simplest level, this mystifying Midrash seems to be saying
that Moshe Rabbeinu was concerned that Klal Yisrael would lose their
connection to him in the aftermath of his petirah, and Hakadosh Baruch
Hu comforted him by assuring him that through Parashash Shekalim he
would be able to continue his work of “uplifting their heads", as the passuk
says: YR7Y? 12 YR NR RYN .

Every year, as we listen to Parashas Shekalim, we reexperience that
zekifas rosh. What was Moshe Rabbeinu concerned would happen after
his petirah, and how was he comforted by Parashas Shekalim?

The Torah tells us that right after Moshe Rabbeinu passed away, Klal
Yisrael experienced a serious yeridah, described in the Torah with the word
oMYl Having lost their larger-than-life manhig, Klal Yisrael experienced
utter despair. They felt that had lost their connection to the Eibishter,
and yiush began to set in. Moshe Rabbeinu foresaw this eventuality and
begged the Eibishter for something that would keep Klal Yisrael afloat
after his demise. The Eibishter answered that the way to rise above this
hopelessness is the parashah of machatzis hashekel, which has a unique
power of nesiyas rosh, of zekifas rosh. How does the mitzvah of machatzis
hashekel shake us out of our gloom and restore our confidence in our
relationship in the Eibishter?

The mitzvah of machatzis hashekel is unique and bears a very distinct
message. Machatzis hashekel is aimed at creating revenue for the korbanos
hatzibur, which is a communal responsibility. It is the responsibility of
every individual to contribute to the community, but this responsibility
also presents an opportunity for every individual to feel like a proactive
member of Klal Yisrael. Regarding many mitzvos we find the notion of 53
nWN M0 N2, yet regarding machatzis hashekel we find the strict
requirement that vy XY 570 N2 RS PYyn. In fact, the Ramban
understands that it is a lav d'Oraisa for a wealthy person to give more.

What message is conveyed by every Yid giving exactly the same
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amount - and, equally astounding, the specific amount of machatzis
hashekel? One would think that a fundraising campaign would round up
the required contribution to a full shekel, and also encourage people of
means to raise their pledges - yet the Torah mandates a small amount
that must be contributed by every Yid, rich and poor alike.

Uplifting the Heads

We have many ways of measuring people and evaluating their successes
and value to society, but here the Eibishter is sending us a very different
message: VYR K HTN) N2 KY PYYN, because vynnn TR N2I0N TR
DNV 125 12w 71521, The Eibishteris telling us, “Yes, this is a fundraising
campaign, but I value every single pledge equally.”

That's because He doesn't view the world through the same lens. To
Him, it's all about the relationship, the desire to give and participate.
He doesn't need our shekalim; in fact, He specifically instructed that we
should not give a full shekel, but only a half. The Eibishter is not moved
orimpressed more by a gvir's enormous check than by a pauper’s smaller
donation. To Him, it's all the same.

This is the very empowering lesson that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was
communicating to us in the parashah of shekalim —we all count, and our
avodas Hashem is cherished by Him uniformly regardless of its size or its
significance inraising the bottom line. The Eibishter is focused on our effort
and our desire to be an eved Hashem, each person according to his ability.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu was comforting Moshe Rabbeinu that Parashas
Shekalim would provide the injection of new meaning that would extricate
Klal Yisrael from the dejection and yiush of bnyw. Parashas Shekalim
restores our confidence that the avodas Hashem of every Yid —at his level,
according to his abilities—is noted and cherished by Hakadosh Baruch Hu
exactly theway itis. Thatis the zekifas rosh that one is meant to experience
when hearing the parashah of shekalim.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu foresaw the terrible yiush that Klal Yisrael would
experience at the time of Purim, and knew that they would fall prey to
Achashveirosh'’s claim that Hakadosh Baruch Hu had abandoned us. When
that happened, Haman claimed that Klal Yisrael had lost their relationship
with the Eibishter and were “asleep” from doing mitzvos: mxnn jn 1nw,
and he was willing to give ten thousand shekalim to turn that yiush into
anirreversible reality. But Hakadosh Baruch Hu had orchestrated a refuah
before the makkah, by injecting Klal Yisrael with the ultimate remedy to
fight that yiush: the mitzvah of machatzis hashekel. That mitzvah has
the power to get us back on track so that we can renew our relationship
with the Eibishter and revive our value for our individual avodas Hashem.

It’s All in the Passion

The Gemara in Menachos teaches that there were three things that
were difficult for Moshe Rabbeinu to comprehend, and Hakadosh Baruch
Hu had to explain them to him. Tosafos there notes that this list does
not include a fourth thing that Hakadosh Baruch Hu had to show Moshe
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Rabbeinu - the fiery coin of machatzis hashekel. Why isn't machatzis
hashekel listed? And how did the sight of a matbei‘a shel aish help Moshe
Rabbeinu to understand this concept?

The Shittah Mekubetzes explains that Moshe Rabbeinu did not need an
explanation of how to fulfill the mitzvah of machatzis hashekel. Rather, he
could not grasp how such a puny coin could be so powerful. If so, what insight
was Moshe Rabbeinu being afforded with the fiery machatzis hashekel?

Perhaps we can explain that the Eibishter was illustrating to Moshe
Rabbeinu that the fulfillment of the mitzvah of machatzis hashekel is
measured by a different yardstick. Its bottom line is not measured in
quantity, but rather by passion: *»2 ®2% Rn3. When the coin is given
with afiery heart full of longing for a relationship with the Eibishter, then it
becomes holy. Just as a fire's power is not measured by its size but rather
by its intensity, the power of the machatzis hashekel lies not in the value
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of the coiniitself but rather by the fire and passion with which it is of fered.

In the Yotzros of Mussaf for Parashas Shekalim we say: 1%y 718 18
RW 1191 N2 RWR Hpw1 R TR, With these words, the paytan alludes to
the machatzis hashekel being an opportunity to feel the Eibishter’s he'aras
panim and experience a renewed relationship that cleans the slate and
allows a new connection to form with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

This is the dual meaning inherent in Parashas Shekalim that ushers
in the avodah of Purim and Pesach. Through this mitzvah, we begin to
appreciate every individual's avodas Hashem and understand how much
Hakadosh Baruch Hu values the passion in our relationship. And that is what
allows us to feel the zekifas rosh that dispels any despair and reenergizes
us with the ®am wn, which is ultimately followed by the rebirth of every
Yid during the avodah of Chodesh Nissan.

Gut Shabbos.
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