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Parshas
Vayikra

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

Seeing the Alef

—’

_——

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman shlita

It's the year 2020 lemisparam, and we're all getting a proper perspective,
20/20 vision, as we see that “Ein od milvado” and that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is 1913 o9vn 93 %Y Ton.

The parashah begins with the words: 5Rn V9R ‘192771 YN HR RIpN
Ry YN, and the opening word, “Vayikra,” is spelled with a small alef,
as if to say 9p”, which is the word the Torah uses to describe Hashem’s
speaking to Bilam. Amalek, which in gematria equals safek, represents
mikreh, orap.

A person has to look closely, however, and if you have 20/20 vision,
you'll be able to see the small alef. Without being misbonen, you'll see
7p7, butif you put in the effort and you get the proper glasses—the proper
hashkafah and 20/20 vision - then you can see the X9p?), with the alef.

The word olam s related to the word he'elam, hidden, reflecting the idea
that the Eibishter hides Himself in this world. Unless we focus on noticing
Him, we'll see 7. Sometimes it takes a tiny little thing, a corona, to help
us see the crown of the king, the malchus of Hashem. It's because you
have to make an effort to properly see it.

The small alef of ®9p7), as Chazal say, is also a lashon of learning.
Many times, we feel weak, tired out, and very confused, but that little bit
of learning is what turns 921 into X7, enabling us to notice Hashem's
hashgachah in every detail of our lives.

We've just emerged from Chodesh Adar, which can also be read as “alef
dar." The alef represents Hashem, who is Alufo shel olam, and who seeks
to have a dirah batachtonim, a place to dwell in this world: M2 'n1oY),
meaning TNRY TNR Y3 Jina. We know that there is a special hashra‘as

RIPN NVIA [ 4

haShechinah when there are ten Yidden present -n1ow nwy 1 9
N8 - and those who are still able, somehow, in accordance with the
guidelines, to have aminyan are able to access this hashraas hashechinah.
But there’s hashra‘as hashechinah for every individual as well; each one
of us can attach himself to the Alufo shel olam.

The Chasam Sofer notes that the numerical assignments of gematria
can be extended to the five “endeh” letters —known as “mantzepach” -as
well. The last letter, tav, equals 400, and the endeh letters equal 500, 600,
700, 800, and 900, respectively, with the yequaling 900.

What number comes after 900? The Chasam Sofer says that the
alef turns into elef - 1000; you just add a few zeros to the one. He adds
something fascinating: when you spell alef with nekudos, under the alef
there's a patach, and under the lamed there's a tzeirei. The patach, which
resembles a vav, has the numerical value of six, and the tzeirei, which
resembles two yuds, has the numerical value of 20, for a total of 26, the
gematria of n-1-n-». The word elef has two segols, each comprising three
dots, for a total of six dots, which are similar to six yuds, or 60, representing
the X127 oww of Klal Yisrael. Because in truth, the elef and the alef are
closely connected: Xy TN RN 772 RYTIPY HRIW RNNIR. Particularly
at times like this, when there's such confusion and turmoil, we have to be
misbonen and make sure that the alef of each individual is connected to
the Alufo shel olam.

The Danger of Losing an Ayin

There's a very interesting story that happened in the times of Rav
Sherira Gaon.
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A very wealthy Yid owned an ancient sefer Torah that was written by
Ezra Hasofer. Before his passing, he left instructions that his two sons
should make a goral: one of them would receive all of his gold, silver, and
assets, and the other would get the sefer Torah. When the sons made the
goral, the one who won the sefer Torah was delighted, and the other was
disappointed, even though he received all of his father's wealth.

There was a rasha in the city, an apikores, who was incensed at this
development, and unable to come to terms with the fact that the son
who got the sefer Torah was happy while the one who got the millions
was not. That week was Shabbos Parashas Mishpatim, and he decided to
surreptitiously make a small change to aword in that parashah. In the word
DpT2Y), of the passuk R0 Ny 90N AR 7123 DPPOR ‘N IR DHTIV
7290 NYNN mom, he went and changed the ayin to an alef, so that the
passuk read: "1 nR onTary - instead of “You will serve Hashem,” the new
rendition read, frighteningly, “You will destroy Hashem.”

When the Torah was read that Shabbos and the baal korei noticed the
mistake, everyone was devastated, especially the owner of the sefer Torah.
He knew something was wrong; this couldn't be the sefer Torah he had
inherited. His father then came to him in a dream and assured him that
this was the sefer Torah from Ezra, but this rasha had come and doctored
it. In punishment, he would lose his eye.

And that's what happened - the rasha’s eye fell out, in fulfillment of the
words 17y nnn Y —an eye for an ayin, which he had replaced with an alef.

The Apter Rebbe drew a parallel between this story and the word 7ax%?
of the Megillah. The Megillah says that Haman and Achashverosh plotted
TARYY N7 TNYNY, and later on Esther tells Achashveros that had the
Yidden been sold as slaves she would have remained silent:ny72y% 158}

YNYIND 11720 MNaYY). Originally, the decree was that the Jews should
be enslaved, but Achashverosh and Haman agreed to change that degree
from my7ay to7arY, effectively exchanging the ayin for an alef, and then
adding Tnwn? and »n3.

“Adar” stands for: 7Ray7 "7 721K, and also alludes to alef dar, as we've
said. We have to recognize the difference between the ayin and the alef:
the 70 (ayin) nations and the one nation, the alef - Klal Yisrael. We know
that Y87 92va RYR DHWH IR MY PR, and everything that's
happening is all for Klal Yisrael's sake. It's a message — Hakadosh Baruch
Hu s talking to us and telling us something. It's not the ayin, the 70 nations,
but rather the echad, the alef of Klal Yisrael, the Alufo shel olam that we
have to connect to through a little bit of learning.

A Little More Sacrifice

The parashah continues: Dn 27772 »2 DTR, and we know that'n 1p
NNRIINRIP? YR 52% YRIP 937. The Sfas Emes and others write that the
minute a person calls out to Hakadosh Baruch Hu b'emes, the very act of
calling out makes him as close as possible to Him.

I say this as I'm locked here in isolation, davening b'yechidus. The
yearning that we have to be able to daven with a minyan, to learn and have
a connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu - that's nan 2772 72 DIR.

It's obvious that we're very close to the geulah, to the revelation of
Hashem's glory, when parn 52 5y g21% ‘n ). We just need to put
in a little bit more effort — each person in the areas in which he has to
strengthen himself.

May we be zocheh speedily toy123 pari 2 Xon and the geulah.
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