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Parashas
Behaaloscha

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
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Why Be Left Out?

—

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz shlita

When we were younger bochurim in yeshiva we were dreamers: we had
she'ifos about what we're going to become and what we're going to make
of ourselves. One of the difficulties we face as we grow older is that things
sort of change — life is so busy and we just don't have those she'ifos, that
drive for ruchniyus that we used to have.

Inthis regard, we can learn a helpful lesson for life from Aharon Hakohen.

At the beginning of the parashah Rashi asks why the topic of Aharon’s
lighting the menorah immediately follows the discussion of the offerings
of the nesi'im, and he explains that when Aharon saw these offerings he
experienced chalishus hadaas that he was not among them. Why, wonders
the Ramban, did Aharon suffer chalishus hadaas? He was the kohen gadol,
and he performed many unique types of avodah!

Rav Yechezkel Levenstein derives from here that when a person
understands and appreciates what ruchniyus is, and understands how
important every nuance and every bit of ruchniyus is, then no matter how
much ruchniyus he already has, he wants more. True, Aharon Hakohen was
the kohen gadol and was one of the gedolei hador, but when he saw that
the nesi'im had done something that he didn't, he felt lacking.

Now, you might thing that this is a great madreigah that is beyond us,
but I'll give you a simple mashal to show that it applies to us as well. Did
you ever hear a wealthy person, “Okay, I made it already, and now it's time
for me to relax"? No! Financially successful people want to invest more
and more; they constantly come up with new ideas and work on new
plans. They don't stop once they've succeeded, and they're not satisfied
with what they've already achieved. They recognize what money is, and
what they can do with money, and that appreciation drives them to invest
more and more.

If only we would look at ruchniyus the same way and realize that every
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little bitis worth millions! The more you have, the more you want to invest!
That's what we learn from Aharon Hakohen's chalishus hadaas. True, he was
doing tremendous things, but when he saw that the nesi'im were doing
something special, he wanted to have a part of that also.

This same she'ifah appears later in the parashah, in the discussion of
Pesach Sheini, when the people who were tamei mes approached Moshe
Rabbeinu and asked: 131 nn%. The Ohr Hachaim notes that they answered
their own question — the reason they couldn't bring the Korban Pesach
was that they were tamei. So what was their question?

What they were asking was not merely, “Why can't we bring the Korban
Pesach?” It was much more than that. They were expressing their distress
over their inability to bring the Korban Pesach. Some people, when they
are exempt from a mitzvah, breathe a sigh of relief: “I'm enjoying the
vacation from minyanim, it was such a hassle for me — I used to have to
get up early to go to shul, and go run to Minchah in the middle of the day,
and now it's so easy — no more shul! But some people see it differently.
When they're exempt from a mitzvah, they say: 231 nn — why should
we lose out? They see mitzvos as an opportunity, and they feel they're
missing out when they can't do the mitzvah.

Why should you daven in a minyan —it's so hard! You're right, it's very
hard. And if you don't appreciate what you're doing it's forty times harder!
But when you understand that every minyan is an opportunity for kirvas
Elokim, and that you're elevating yourself in the process, then when that
opportunity of 71’1 *2W» *WUR is gone, you feel that you're missing out.
That was the she'ifah of the people who wanted to bring the Korban Pesach,
and we have a lot to learn from them — which is why they were the ones
who brought about the parashah of Pesach Sheini in the Torah. It's a big
lesson for all of us, because when we have that feeling of Y733 nn?, then
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Hashem gives us opportunities to shteig.

Why should you lose out? Why shouldn't you have a geshmakeh seder in
Gemara? Whey shouldn't you have a geshmak in your tefillah? Why shouldn't
you have beautiful middos? Why should you be left behind? And where
are you going to be left if you don't work on these things?

Le'asid lavo, and for all eternity, what's going to be with us if we don't
chap arein, if we don't do the mitzvos, if we're not mis'chazek together?
We're going to miss out!

Imagine that two friends are going on vacation to different hotels,
and one tells the other how much he's spending on the hotel. “That
much?” the friend responds. “I'm spending half of that and I'm getting a
five-star hotel that's so much nicer. And we have this famous singer, and
this amazing caterer.”

"I can't believe it!" the first one says. “You're paying so much less, and
you're eating duck and getting a better singer?”

Instead of enjoying his vacation, he feels terrible that he was ripped off.

Rabbosai, one day you'll get to Olam Haba, and you'll see the cuisine,
you'll hear the musicians playing, you'll see the pleasures there and you're
going tosay, “I can't believe it' He and I were in yeshiva together, and he's
going to that section of Gan Eden while I'm not?” What are you doing with
your life? You want to wind up at the end of your life feeling that you got
ripped off and lamenting 231 nn%?

We all have to ask ourselves the powerful question: Do you want to
come to Gan Eden and hear that so-and-so — the fellow you grew up with,
who was with you, who's your next-door neighbor and drives a car that's
not as good as yours and lives in a house that's not as big as yours —is in
afarbetter place, not just for a one-week vacation but for all eternity? Do
you want to feel p73) nnY, that you're missing out on a great opportunity
and a great deal?

613 Strategies

The Zohar tells us that the 613 mitzvos are 613 eitzos. Rather than
viewing the mitzvos as problems that have to be circumvented through
various heterim, we should view them as strategies for meriting all the
good in the world. When we miss out on a mitzvah we should feel, “Oy,
v nY! Twish I would have the opportunity to be zocheh to more!” If
that's the feeling we have, then even when we're older that can't be taken
away from us.
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No one wants to ever feel like he was ripped off or deprived. True,
the she'ifos of a bochur — “I'm going to be the next..." — we can't have
anymore. But now we can have a realistic, down-to-earth she‘ifah that a
lot of bochurim don't have, which is the she’ifah not to lose out on the
opportunities that we do have: to be koveia shtarkeh sedarim, to hold strong
in limud haTorah, to do mitzvos, to make our tefillah work. We can resolve
to stop schmoozing in the beis midrash as the gedolim have advised, to
truly sanctify our shul experience, and to develop the middos tovos of a
Yid, especially the beautiful middah of shalom bayis.

They say the one person whose business prospered tremendously during
coronais the shalom bayis therapist, because all the people who are home
are having lots of problems, nebach. And then there's the other side of
the coin, in the places where talmidei chachamim live who are D9 ©2an
Y13, where there’s a home of Torah. Torah doesn't only mean learning
Torah—italso means middos al pi Torah. In such ahome where people are
living life according to Torah, and have good middos, you see beauty and
happiness in the house. And the s'char of good middos is for all eternity.

Think of what a person can accomplish with one word —what you could
throw away with a bit of anger, with a bad word, and what you could be
zocheh to for all eternity with a good word, with a little bit of patience:
31 7! Was it really worth making that comment? Was it worthwhile to
throw that dig into the other person’s heart and make him feel bad? Was
it worth belittling someone else? Think of what Yosef did to his brothers,
and how much tzaar he suffered. Think of what Miriam the tzadeikes did
atthe end of this parashah, and the embarrassment she suffered when all
of Klal Yisrael found out that she had spoken lashon hara. Had she known
beforehand what would have happened as a result of her words she would
never ever have said them. It's just not worth it — 733 n1%, why should
you throw out so much because of a word? But the people who speak
lashon tov — think of the s'char they're zocheh to! We know that middah
tovah merubah, so justimagine what you're going to be zocheh to because
of your middos tovos, forever and ever.

Hashem should help that we should all be mis‘chazek, and with Hashem's
help the day will come when the whole Klal Yisrael will be together, and
instead of saying ¥131 nnY, we'll be saying n-3%%0 7= SN YN Y,
thanking Hashem for every mitzvah that we did. When we see the great
s'char that we'll be zocheh to for every mitzvah that we did, every bit of
limud haTorah, every tefillah, every good middah, our mouths won't stop
saying shirah.

You should all be zocheh to much tovah u'brachah.
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