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Parashas
Korach

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

)

Disagree, Don't Fight

\

_——

Inthe eyes of the Torah, Korach is synonymous with machlokes. Indeed,
many Rishonim consider the Torah's words: Y2y npa i X1 tobealav.

Yet the idea of chilukei dei'os, of difference of opinion, is hardly foreign
to Klal Yisrael. Throughout the Mishnah and Gemara, the Rishonim and
Acharonim, all the way to contemporary times, we find countless instances
of machlokes. But apparently, some machlokes is problematic, like that of
Korach, and some machlokes remains in the category of chilukei dei‘os and
doesn't turn into problematic machlokes.

Let's examine the factors that either turn a dispute into a machlokes
or allow it to remain in the realm of healthy chilukei dei‘os.

The Mishnah in Avos states (5:17): 1910 DY WY XYW NMYNN Y3
DWY RN NPIYNN RN PR D7HNNY NOI0 PR DY DYWH NPRYI DYPNnY
MTY 921 NP NPIYTIN T DY DYWY NPRYI RNV HHN N,YNN T Dnw.

The definition of a machlokes I'sheim Shomayim, the Mishnah is telling
us, is one in which the opinion of each side endures.

From the fact that the Mishnah chooses these two examples of
machlokes, it appears that the two have something in common. Both
started with a difference of opinion — except that in the case of Hillel
and Shammai, the opinions endured, and in the case of Korach, he and his
supporters were swallowed by the ground, or burned, putting an abrupt
and total end to their opinion.

Clearly, there's a right way and a wrong way to do machlokes. But where
did Korach and his supporters go wrong?

The Gemara (Eiruvin 13b) relates that Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel
disputed the halachah for three years, until finally a bas kol rang out and
said: 59N a5 199 10 DN DPYR 11T 19N HR. Elsewhere (Yevamos
14b), the Gemara attests that Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel accorded
love and friendship to one another, in fulfillment of the passuk: nnxm
1208 DOYN.

Does that mean that Beis Shammai took back their opinion and

nIp nvIals

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

submitted to Beis Hillel? The Maggid Mishnah (Hilchos Shechitah), citing
the Tosafos HaRosh on Yevamos, says that had they given up their opinion
and conceded to Beis Hillel, that would not be called “love and friendship”
— it would be called admitting a mistake. Beis Shammai retained their
opinion all along. Why? Very simple: Hakadosh Baruch Hu created different
dei'os —1Y N1 AMT INYT PR 72 Y DT PMT 19INIa PRY DWI —and the
opinions of both Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel were valid, reflecting two
different approaches and understandings of Torah and avodah.

The stronger and more shaleim a person is, the clearer his daas is, and
theless able heis to revoke his opinion, if he arrived at that opinion without
negios and followed his shoresh haneshamah in reaching his conclusions.
In such asituation a person is not supposed to revoke his opinion. What,
then, did Beis Shammai do when the halachah was ultimately decided in
accordance with Beis Hillel?

The Maharal on the above mishnah in Avos explains that the concept of
11 0PN DPYR 127 19X DR relates to the actual opinions themselves, but
in practice there has to be one hanhagah. In this regard, Beis Shammai was
tested, because the prevailing hanhagah would not make it apparent, at
least on the surface, that they had an opinion, and it would seem as though
their opinion was not being respected. But this just highlighted the gadlus
of Beis Shammai and showed what a machlokes I'sheim Shomayim looks like.

The Gemara (Yevamos 14a) states that the tanna’im of Beis Shammai
were actually sharper and smarter than Beis Hillel, and their comprehension
was clearer — but Beis Hillel represented the majority, and when deciding
the practical hanhagah, we follow the majority.

The sefarim teach that le‘asid lavo, the halachah I'maaseh is going to
follow the opinion of Beis Shammai, and Rav Elchanan Wasserman (Kovetz
Shiurim chelek 2, Kuntres Divrei Sofrim) explains that this is because the
true emes, and the highest hasagah — the one that's closest to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's hasagah — is in accordance with Beis Shammai. Today, most
people are more like Beis Hillel, and don't have full clarity in Torah or true
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daas of Hashem. Le'asid lavo, however, there will be a burst of dei'ah, and
everyone will be blessed with clarity of mind, as the passuk says: n®9n
D921 02 073’0 NR NYT pIRD. Then, the majority will be able to rule in
accordance with Beis Shammai, and that will be the opinion we will follow.

We see, then, that the emes I'amitah is to be found with Beis Shammai.
Yet Beis Shammai was forced to live in a society where Beis Hillel reigned
in aone-sided fashion, and everyone on the street thought Beis Shammai
was nothing.

This is where the difference between Beis Shammai and Korach
became evident.

Korach had a grievance, a difference of opinion —and he was not able to
stomach the idea that the halachah 'maaseh would not follow his opinion.
Although we respect people’s opinions, and each person is entitled to
his opinion and his individual world, when it comes to halachah I'maaseh
you have to be able to put aside your opinion, whether it is in favor of the
majority opinion, or of the leader’s opinion — in this case, Moshe Rabbeinu,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's handpicked manhig. Belonging as he did to a tzibbur
in which his opinion was not the one followed in practice, Korach faced a
choice: he could take the route of machlokes I'sheim Shomayim, which we
will explain shortly, or he could foment a bad machlokes.

Separation as a Goal

What defines a machlokes? When does a difference of opinion turninto
something problematic? The answer is reflected in the opening words of
the parashah: mp n@». Rashi explains:pyna nynb InR 789 mMxy N8 NpY
ARWN POMI A%ONRT DYPIR DIINY NN ,ANNN Y TN TR PIOn
nPYNNA PINY NTYN.

The wordsnip np? indicate that there really was no dispute; the dispute
over the kehunah was an afterthought. What happened was that Korach
harbored a subconscious desire to separate himself from the community.
Why? Because in the community he belonged to, which was being led by
Moshe and Aharon, his opinion would not have been recognized, and he
would have had to submit himself to the authority of the tzibbur. Korach
could not handle that.

When his agenda finally bubbled to the surface, it had nothing to do
with the issues ostensibly under dispute, and everything to do with np?
N7 —he wanted to break away. That's when a machlokes starts: when the
issues at hand don't matter anymore, and the person is seeking to break
away. If the issue were really the issue, then Korach could have stayed
with his opinion, which he was perfectly entitled to, even if that wasn't
the prevailing hanhagah.

Often, a person belongs to a tzibbur — whether it's a large tzibbur, such
asall of Klal Yisrael, or a small tzibbur, such as a shul, a yeshiva, a chaburah,
or a community — in which there are differences of opinion, and he feels
an urge to break away. But it's always worthwhile to remain part of the
tzibbur, and not to separate yourself. How do you do that, if your opinion
is not being followed?

The answer is that you have to follow Beis Shammai's example and act
I’sheim Shomayim, by bringing Hakadosh Baruch Hu into the picture —as
Moshe Rabbeinu did when he said: WhTpin R0 ’n M2 WK Wi, Otherwise,
it'simpossible, because a person naturally cannot handle the idea that his

nIp NVl 6

daas is being overruled — which is essentially an affront to his chashivus.

Beis Shammai brought Hakadosh Baruch Hu into the picture and
realized that Hashgachah had arranged for Beis Hillel to be the majority,
and therefore for the halachah to follow Beis Hillel. At the same time, they
understood that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted their opinion to endure — but
to remain with them. They did not have to separate from the community
in order to maintain their opinion and their position.

But when Hakadosh Baruch Hu is not part of the picture, there's no
I'sheim Shomayim, so there's just your middos, your individuality —and then
you don't have the ability to be mevatel yourself, and you're feel compelled
to separate from the tzibbur. This is the destructive power of machlokes.

The Blinding Power of Machlokes

The Chofetz Chaim in Shemiras Halashon cites the Rambam’s observation
about how terrible machlokes is: 9905 1970171 129N DMIM IR DRI
AMYYINY Wwn 89 npvnnn nya. No matter how much we talk about
how bad machlokes is, we could never reach the end. Why is machlokes
so destructive?

Because the very agenda of machlokes is to create separation. It might
start with a valid dispute, but its true aim is to create separation. That is
why machlokes is so blinding.

The Sfas Emes on this parashah, citing the Chiddushei Harim, observes
that machlokes is so blinding that it causes people to make baseless
accusations. Case in point: Korach and his followers accused Moshe Rabbeinu
of being a baal gaavah when they said:"n 5npp 5y aRWInm Y170, If there's
one accusation that could not be leveled against Moshe Rabbeinu, it's that
he was arrogant, as the Torah itself testifies that he was the humblest
person who ever lived: nRTRD %19 YY WK DTRD T0 TRN ¥IY YN WRM).

Calling Moshe a baal gaavah would be tantamount to claiming that Rav
Chaim Kanievsky doesn't really like to learn and is not a masmid. That's
the last thing anyone could possibly say about him!

Korach was a smart person, so how could he make such a ridiculous
accusation against Moshe Rabbeinu? The answer is that machlokes is
blinding, and causes people to make claims that have nothing to do with
the issue at hand. Korach’s dispute became something much bigger — it
became n1p np?, cause for separating himself from the tzibbur. His sole
desire at that point was to estrange himself; everything else was just
excuses.

Thisis how a machlokes that is not I'sheim Shomayim unfolds. We have to
learn how to engage in machlokes I'sheim Shomayim, by bringing Hakadosh
Baruch Hu into the picture and recognizing His Hashgachah pratis. Then,
disagreements don't have to turn into machlokes.

Just as an afterthought, we know that middah tovah merubah, so if
machlokes has so much power for bad, and blinds us to the extent that
we can't see a person’s good qualities, then its opposites, ahavas shalom
and redifas shalom, are immeasurably more powerful for the good, and will
blind us to the shortcomings of Klal Yisrael and spur us to pursue greater
connection, peace, and friendship among Klal Yisrael.

Gut Shabbos.

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *va - WITh A








