e
vestvas MIR

YERUSHALAYIM
v

Nawa nons nnt
Baltimore, MD :
Brooklyn, NY.

Catskills

Chicago, IL
Johannesburg, S. Africa.
Lakewood/Deal, NJ
London, UK

Los Angeles, CA..
Manchester, UK..
Monsey, NY
Montreal, Quebec...
Passaic, NJ
Toronto, Ontario
Yerushalayim
Zurich, Switzerla

1950 9w

R0V QY 12X PRD PIRIN 270 Y
299 51RWY W nWYNY NaYN .NaYN YA NIYN

on»o
PYND PRID

DR YRIY N2 YV RI0 M 9 M "0 1390 2MDIRN 2783 D"
9P RN HRIY? HIR 3703 IR RN DMA DR 1YY 1IN RN WIR DR
HRIVY NRIV 29N NN T NN NI NN Y RV 113 191 70
129 YN N 10 IRV NN YNNI AT 1T NN T Y NYpn
29"3 1070 731 22WNY WR NYTY VR 991 191 DY 1172 HRIWY?

NWIN I HRIWY HYDH NOR 1Y PR NI12)T DIVN D”ANIN DYV
HRIY? 12Y PR NN 1N DNITA I TR HRIY DR 1PWINY DIVN
.0yY1 7112

WR DWI DNIT RN IIT PAYM MY NI 1WA 221 NN 191
VR DY POIM 19 RIJO 12 0T TN DR 737 TOR 1NN HRIW?
R9) N N2 7213 1NN VRN DYY 2N 2213 Py ,I0PTHN NR 7190
12 PYNA PRIP DIVA 1IN 1INT 22 1WA HRIVN DR AN TWR NI
WHTN 199 MMND MR K120 KAVIY TNRY 73 NORN DYV RPITINN
PYNG PRIP DIVA R N3N 121D "RV MITNN DR 19N TR RPN
NVYNN INRY AR NN NN 1991 AT HY NHPN IRIY DN RYR
N 98T PYAPY TR DV 72X I PP1 0T DY MMV NI RY 199
WITHN NP2 DIONPA TV 270 MNIND 'PXING IpY? "IN APYY NRa
(nra paron pYa 9D NMRM) AT YY NYPN RIY TIWVN NNV WP
"1 M MR NNDAY DIVA NXINIY N DNYA 8’ 0"N1Y)

MR AR NIND 772 I N2 PYNG PRIP TIRI RD 1T WP 'RIN
ANRY DT DIINRA NINIT IART 9 'RIN AT Y NYPN RIW DYON 1D
(" IMXN NPR 1INV qR) ;T2 DT Y MR NIND VAR 190 10T
YRS PRIP PTA T2 DY %2 VPN NYYA MR 10 NUYNRYT R

(1 ") MON ‘92 YW MY AN AW HRT INNT PNV RVD DR
NNY MXNI 2NNNY M 02PN IR MYOR TN RS DN P 0 Nam
TN NNY RIN MXNN PP RINT DNIN MY AYPM 0P MY N2 721D
13 MY¥N NYNNN N1 PR 0T NPIN DARIT NN TR 220 1IN IRDRY
0213 MMN YR TR NNNYNY 593 W R I PYNA PRI DVN WINY
2HDRN 279 D"ANIN VI 1T HI I 191 AT HY 19PN RIW DWW Y
1NY RN PRT NV AT 91N NP MEN INNN NN DAY IR "
PYNA PRIP PTA PN M T DY DY 790 RY M 19PN PN 2 NR

Y781 930N NWYN "1 NNN NPYIP RIAN N RN TPNR DRI 140
PRY 11T VIVA 72TY DY VPN NVYN NPV 1N PR NNRD 8%
N1 .12 PYNA PRIP NIXR T RY Y HRIWY HYDH NM21Y NOR
N27NN3 RY 1R MNT 'R PrTITT N 21T IR 1T IMD PRT DY
ROR M) 7122 POV RD N AT YY NYHN RIW DIV ROR MY 21N
DT DY HRIY PPT N2 NPTV PR 3R HRIW? N

99130 YY PYNS PRIP AN WV NVYN NYYWIT KI8T N7ARI N
T"2997 PN 93T NPV IR .AVPN IMRY 19PN DIWN MHINY N
I IR NVN NP D DHYIN NIV DIV NN INNAN NNNa
nPR D3 199 12 PYNS DRIP DIWN 772 °92 NnRa 0Yyan nmnt
27729212288 NWYN NYwa N30 NIND 919N 772093 RN MWD
WR NP 21N DRY DIVA 7722 1INY PIX N7I212T PYNY ¥ 'RIN
RN ,772 7R DAY IR MVN NN 2 DHPIN NN DIVA R
T IND NPT Y3 IR NNNAI NOPN PIN ANIR PANNY 93T N7ARN 1207
NYY1 3R NV NIPA 72 DYPIN NIPRD DIvN ROR 772 XK1 NN
MINY 772 X7R NVRN D 772 PIX DHYIN PRY NVYN

(X X
911 N¥I219IPN? LRI IR P'AVHI MIARM MY
bishvileihalacha@themir.org

oNYa NYIA 11

Avansl

R RPhIRFAF

N |

—

DYV TR TMRY N P71 .INR MNP
JRIP NPNY MRI NN NN
798 127 N“Mmn YN 1IN Y Pt oy
0 NN ANNY W 04PNt Hp1a AT Y
YN MITN T NI2INN NITY TY TN M
0 TNN .AWITPN NWN NR NNaY nnx
Nan TR 93% 0NN, TORM TR PN
7 ORI PINY NYP 2 RIN DRI NV
Y 931 9PN NI PN DIRY DR 12
SNRYINR 939 1IN ,PA0N T RINY DR
93 792 PRY WINNN DNIA NYYNI DINR
P2V HRIY NIANR DIWVN 77,027 .1PND
WM INR HIY XY T0NY MIONM 12 M
DR MIRIPHY IRON 9230 IMRY 711 9197 58T
RTI MOPNA ‘N NRIp
YN YR YV NN IMd Mo Mt
TNR 939 MNP INIANR NINN 779N
P YY ManY ,0apY 0 MY ,nWwn Nan
1973 NR a1 9PN 931 yiand ,omp
99 MY Pnn
S"DINT HpPa XN M 1IN
2T 0Y NN VS 0V YN
S7PINT YA YRIN M 1IN

12 9TY5N 12 DIYD
hRvhRnknRanh
SR9W 93 Hvn nnn
MNP NN INIPA
(NY,n9) omna

DM NR 2190 ONY Y17 24N
71091 RNYWA ;AN PR TY
NRIP DR RPPY INR RIW 0
S“ar MR pran Ynnm ‘n
IR 7Y T PIRY ImonYY
12 YR 12 oma 8N (1 ,n2) HYY ‘ool
PITA ,MINRIPN NVYN OTIP RINY “1090 11NN
21190 1INRY N7INN 922 MR NonY

QMM DY 3R’ NN IR YV TN
5y AN 1299m NI DR aMR DY
DR 23PN 77012 INPRY M”20 NAR ™
NI (R MR 2“pra IRIanI) ANy
TS YR omaw NTYY NN NRaw
NR 3MR’ 7I0R DTN 12 INPRY DIWN NI
nTN RYYY DN ANy 129pm mNMan
NR DYV YYN W mMMan AR 01Ywn
T PRY NIITIRY ARIY NN MNIPD VYN

—
r
n
'y
L o
n
-—
| =
o
pal

—

NW WRI YV NPT HY 1KY TN St
N2WH PIM 091 1T 13 MSwn MYvH n
TN 7993 19 NIYY NPRY NpNIM Mvp
PADW NI NDWN MTNYN 90N DR T
NIWN WRY PN MM 20939 mbonn
IRTY 7IN) N2 53 HV TR DR 99T YUt
A% DRNNN DAY
PRY 1720 Y81 1 R 190w N Y, oY
99 NP HY 12 YTIY DN .RWID DIV IR
120 7NN YNY SV Dnmxn S nwn
R9Y VIPYWY RY A PP YAV 3TN 7N
"I NN 12 YV DIoNNY IRTY TY NIY
DY RYY DTINHN HY MPYN Nawk 1w
WA PTNYN YR DR MWD AT PRI DNRT
Y YN, NINR DY ITNRZN IR 1YY N3
.0n NN YN
“Onnnw ®n” 9900 o

[ J

—

TONN PRIN AT N
NI TYHON 129
5Pt Spavo

AtHwn nPna vy -

M NY YV mmHwn nnr ,:'_

SYaRp 17Ya rpnn HTIN1 e

DPRN NBWN TRON LMY g

D7IYN 1IN NN D2 VN DN
YN MPIN TIRN YD N202Y
IYRI QNN NI MR TNVY
"9DN DIR DYIIPN DYHYIN DHTN DT
RN AN 1NN DNY Dp
5% MHYWN NWIA Yapnn DR TR
Y .DTNRONN 93 MNIY NN T 0PN
YR 10 0 NN YW Y 09D nnnT
9P1a NTINY APHR 127 TONN PRI DY

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



R"090 PIAINTY HRT 37 pan

nwas
oo

—

—

TIRNa WYY ﬂ”i\’) nYn nHon
12705 957 NP INWY

9"R),0PN DRIV HY 29M 2w naw (%Y
791 9N IR DT PR PINNNY 19%Y YN
137N RY RIPR (2" 'Y q7) 1”2 'N32T 10N
170 PT Y DT ITNYNIY ROR DOV
ow P LPTH DMWN D185 372y RN
,D1N NRIY 291 RIPR RNV N3 MNT 0N
927 ,2"% DNMAT LRI RN RAT XM
NNVN DAY AN PN IYT MNINT WP
DINVNT,DIN NRIVY DPNIN PR RY IR TN
Q1021 ,90MY 12N TNR PRT RIN PORIN
TNR 71°01Y IR 01N NRIYY 7277 20NN
MR LIPIANT NN PTN NNWN DAY I
9"RY ,NRIY YV 2¥NY 902 YN PR RY
NRIVA PRINNY P71 RY RIN WYY HONN
NN D1a% PMS MRIY DR D ,0rN

DN NRIY YV 28N Yy 7YY TN

oY D”amn MaT PO IR Ny
Y DRI DY DR ITINM INRIY AN
7090 NR RIS D”AMIN NI ,DMAR
RXVT JPIT ,DMAR PY HY MTNNNY TINT
NR DM DPKYY IRONT DMATIN
JPMAR YW DRLNN DMR TN MTHINNY
PINY PR MY HY T PIy W R
NTNNA NADIN RIN AT ,DMAR IY D} 7Y
YR DIRVNY DPTY NR MY IPRON HY
RY NRT 5521 ,127mMY T Iwmar HYv
OVNM NWIRWI ROR DWYNI DR 1710
2NN PYNNY AT DI PR IRON NR
M2 PRLN HY D) NTINA NOVIN 1N
JPRON NI IRVN D) IPMIARY DPITNY
NR NYTY QR 1" ,j2NN DM AT
NRT 992 OR MY PIY 121NN N0
.DORVNN DNIRA IRV

NRIA AINN2 N2 DYPIY PN N
MRAX N IR 197 (07 ;N 7MT) DIRMAIN
DINY YAV DINY MWININN DIV M2 DX
MY Pwvwh NI madb ny MPwYn

AMIR 707210 DTVINDY

oNYa NvIa 12

PN 7291 ,7NVY NN ITY XYY DY 1N
T 2WYY DMINRNN P2 APND R VT
PN ORT RMIT IR ,DNNR NV WVIaY W
NMNN MIT AN NYY N 0T
PNV QR 121NN R ROHY DYYY NN

Ja1mY nao

117200 2T aY WIAY ¥ INR (9IR
mny” 51 (10,25 0M1aT) WIRN N9
VM YR PIY ANR MDY Ny
DONIYNN SR NNa pYyn Hyay pmnn
JNRA MPT Pann nay ar ,n»nwvin
119 YN DV VY P BR D) 10K
DY MRIN NV 2D 1INRI ,PWI RN
79997 ,NwY PR WON ,DMaY YIwIn
NN H"Y 191 1NVY PIYR PPN YOI
PoNN ,Dp5N WY PHINN PIDANT NNADN
1PYNIY NINN YWAIN YNPa PO NYRIN
S0 axnh TP NI ,DYNYIN DMIYnd
VAN YW AT AN, NNRA MPT 17200 Ny
NVPINT /T IR WVIVY PNRNNY DI NINN
VAN HNPT IV WIAY R”RT ,1171900Y
VP9 199 00N YW axnd W nnn
77NN YVAIN YRR MWI IaAY YV ANNIY
PR VIVN HV 2xNY WY PNNNY DY
ANMIWY 1N Y2

DWwa Y21pnY TID? NN NNA0N 2T
S8R 97 WWIY INRY 0150 MaN
0N IMRIY AT DM THN22 N jan
120 PNT NYM 91 T TRNYN
770 120 197 DY TN DM NN
T TI0N AN TV IPNINY DPININY DM
SRR 1197 WWYWIT NTNODN M7 JRI INIAN
WM IPTINY DPINIY AT DM AN jan
POR WION HW axnh

12 %Y SVINT 112NNY YR DMATH DINN

,ANYY AINN TN pmnnY ora nMnn

MITI DYRWIN DAMYNAN PNInng 1n
2700 NO YIND YV 1INH00N

210 1’2 127N N2°02 MannY Yom 1
"0 q7) RAVI ‘AN AT DT RO ThRT

1950 NMYN 'Ynn 1”93) D”anIn and

DIYNN SRIY Y2v DN DY W :H" (R
7YY 79 DN WPRY MAIND Nan 0Nl
AN ,NVNN DT MNad maavn
NV 1MIAR VYN DOYIN VYND NIT
RN MR N9 DNY DN ANY WYNI
IRV ,1VNY W1 YR DMAT PITIY
"3 "3 DmaR Y NRY 01 IR ITINM

mMONT D”amnN MAT2 IR IR
YN DOWYNN PV AN j371INY INIANY
VI 03 MINYH MDD MR PMIAR WYY
2910 RIN NYI WTPNN N2 M2 RYY Im
aNoYw 1N ,M2°0N MR DR W NI DY
IV IPMAR NVYM DY WYNY NIT
I8N DMIR 19 DAY DY INY VYN
NYIW GRY I DI1pn 7170 MINY 17N NN
10 ,127N5 NN DY VYN DIVIY R
TP UTINN 1712% NONY axnd uvin &Y
MR MY RY ORT RN 19 RYT 0”anIn and
AN 27MNN axn R YW RN DYLN
DY IPMIAR VYN DN IWVYNY 11907
29N WIPNRNY MIND DMR 1Y DRY

,9"M MAT N IR D7ARIN TN
IR P2 P MY RYY NT HIV
N2 MR 1321 KDY DRY MININ 7PN ,279M)
127N 2NN MPAY YV 28N NMRY
MR N12) RY DRT KXY I"R) ;0”070 12T
WIPNN N2 NYI 70 OR MNT L3290 1R
21°NNY AT a¥na Nrn RY YT ,29m N
17280 2WNIT RPN ;MY 7PN M0 3N
.29M Y9IRI Ny

NMR - DAPMN YR 07NN MaAn

,D'NaN 129MY OYyva Y a7 anny
DORUNA DMRD DN DOPN PRON M7
NR 200 YT WHY 3R Ja1INY mNY
NP WY NN YTV AN M0
RNV 'MI2 RIPR RO TNN MNT 012 90
,772Y 73 YY 29m YR AT (7Y "0 97)
791 (R"Y R”2 q7) D171 N33 RIPR TR
H93) NN DR DAY Y PIRND NTAR N

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Pinchas Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ ® —
Past the Comfort Zone
_—~— .- —’

Parashas Pinchas begins by recapping Pinchas’s act of kana'us, which
successfully mitigated the terrible plague raging against Klal Yisrael, and
the Torah also emphasizes the eternal s’char that Pinchas received for his
kana'us. The Ramban points out that the words 91 12 seem to convey
that the Torah was especially interested in highlighting to Klal Yisrael the
unique s'char that Pinchas merited. The Torah does not usually focus on
the s'char that individuals receive for their mitzvos. What was so unique
about Pinchas's s'char that the Torah singles it out for special mention?

The Midrash reveals to us that this s’char of Pinchas differed from
every other s'char mitzvah, in the sense that Pinchas's s'char was rightfully
deserved: y79% Y00 R 17a. Usually, the Eibishter doles out s'char
mitzvah as a chessed, whereas Pinchas could have claimed his even al pi
din. Why was Pinchas more deserving of s'char mitzvah that anyone else?
If mitzvos generally are not deserving of credit and recognition, why was
Pinchas's act of kana'us different?

To answer this question, let us first examine the s'char of Pinchas. We
know that he was rewarded with kehunah for all generations, as the passuk
states: 7927 YPORY RIp YR NP DY NINI 192 PINR WA e
987 %32 5. But the passuk begins by saying: D> "2 nR W 101 200,
Which s'char is that? Some of the meforshei Rashi explain that this s‘char
of shalom is not an independent reward, but rather a prefatory remark
referring to the s'char of kehunah that the passuk is about to mention.
Targum Yonasan ben Uziel, however, explains that this is an independent
s'char, rendering YW 'n772 as: RIYWANT RNFYY 71 D) TRYN MPTIPR)
RV o2 RMIRY. The meforshim explain that this is a reference to
Chazal's teaching that Pinchas is Eliyahu Hanavi, meaning that his s’char is
that he will become a malach, which is totally spiritual and therefore lasts
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for eternity; eventually he will be the one to announce the final geulah.

Similarly, the Sforno interprets Y 'n»11 as a covenant of peace with
the malach hamaves, meaning that Pinchas would not be subject to death.
Accordingly, Pinchas merited a spiritual level that raised him above typical
mortal existence and catapulted him into a new spiritual sphere of eternal
existence. Why did Pinchas merit this special madreigah of invincibility
to the malach hamaves? Even Moshe Rabbeinu did not enjoy that s’char!

Clearly, there was something very exceptional about Pinchas's act
of kana'us, which raised him, in this specific situation, above Moshe
Rabbeinu’s level and earned him a special brachah that Moshe Rabbeinu
was not zocheh to.

Let's examine the difference between the responses of Moshe Rabbeinu
and Pinchas to the incident of Zimri. Rashi tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu
also witnessed Zimri's act, but he forgot the halachah of nmax Hy1an
12 DYNa ORIp. In contrast, about Pinchas the Torah says: onya 8,
which Rashi renders as: 1350 7911 nwyn NRI. It would seem the entire
difference between them was that Pinchas remembered that the halachah
that deems kana'us to be the appropriate response, while Moshe Rabbeinu
forgot that halachah. Could it be that such a seemingly technical difference
in recalling a halachic detail could yield such a huge disparity, with Pinchas
attaining eternal chiyus and Moshe Rabbeinu remaining a mortal?

Furthermore, if the whole difference between them involved a technical
glitch—that Moshe Rabbeinu forgot the halachah — then why is Pinchas'’s
recall of the halachah considered so extraordinary that he was entitled
to reward al pi din? The idea that y19w 510w R0 1772 seems to point to
something outstanding about Pinchas's response. Apparently, there's
more to the story.
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Weakness Bred Forgetfulness

The Midrash tells us: 77159 )N712p NR YR YT RY 1WN HXYMY 299
MP PRI MVWPY 1IRI 2N 22X PI VI HPY AN TY NYNY DIR PIRY.
The Midrash itself points out that this is an example of Hakadosh Baruch
Hu being nywn vina 01X 0y pTp TN, but the Midrash is nevertheless
insinuating that Moshe, in some minuscule way, was guilty of some laziness,
insofar as he lacked the middah of az kanamer that Pinchas exhibited with
his kana'us. This raises the question: Was Moshe Rabbeinu’s response a
result of forgetting the halachah, or of atzlus? And was Pinchas's act of
kana’us merely a manifestation of his remembering the halachah and
acting accordingly, or was it a courageous act of az kanamer?

If we examine the wording of the Midrash carefully, I believe we can
arrive at a much deeper understanding. The Midrash says that Zimri
brought Kozbi before Moshe and asked if he was permitted to live with
this Midyanis. When Moshe Rabbeinu answered that it was forbidden,
Zimri displayed his true intentions by retorting with the ultimate setup:
“If a Midyanis is forbidden, how did you marry Tzipporah, who is also a
Midyanis?” Thereupon, the Midrash says: nnbynn nwn Yv »1 19w Tn
12%0 1nn.

The words nwn YW 7 15wIM 71 might hold the key to unlocking
the depth of this Midrash. Perhaps the Midrash is confirming that while
Moshe Rabbeinu ultimately forgot the actual halachah, the source of that
forgetfulness was a certain weakness, a hisrashlus. We can suggest that
the Midrash is alluding that had Moshe Rabbeinu exhibited the middah
of az kanamer he would not have forgotten this halachah.

How did this lack of az kanamer create a weakness that affected Moshe
Rabbeinu’s clarity in remembering the appropriate halachic response? It
seems from the words of the Midrash that Moshe Rabbeinu was very shaken
by Zimri's setup in asking him the halachic status of a Midyanis when Moshe
Rabbeinu’s wife, Tzipporah, was a Midyanis as well. The meforshim note
that there were many obvious distinctions between Moshe Rabbeinu's
relationship with Tzipporah and Zimri's relationship with Kozbi, however,
and had Moshe Rabbeinu remained strong and maintained the middah
of az kanamer — what the baalei avodah refer to as azus d’kedushah — he
would have been able to maintain his clarity and not be affected by the
comparison to Tzipporah. And had he done so, he would have been able
to apply the halachah of ya mymna wRIp NRIR H¥1an even while being
married to a Midyanis.

The Midrash s telling us that the source of Moshe Rabbeinu’s hisrashlus,
which led to his forgetting the halachah, was a lack of this incredible azus
d’kedushah — which would have allowed him to carry out m»»m 5»1an
11 Dy»na RIp. Accordingly, there's no contradiction between the
beginning of the Midrash, which says that he forgot the halachah, and the
end of the Midrash, which says that he lacked the middah of az kanamer.
It's all the same root.

Rightful Reward, for the Mesirus Nefesh

With this in mind, we can gain a new depth of understanding regarding
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the kochos hanefesh that were required in order for Pinchas to see clearly
the halachah of 12 >y»a o>R1p and be able to carry it out properly. Of
course, doing so necessitated the obvious strength of character to kill in
cold blood I'sheim Shomayim, but it also required mesirus nefesh, as he
was risking getting killed himself. Indeed, the Gemara tells us that Zimri
could have killed Pinchas on the grounds that he was a rodef.

Inlight of this Midrash, however, I think we gain a new appreciation for
the azus d’kedushah of Pinchas. The meforshim tell us that one of Pinchas's
grandparents descended from Yisro, similar to Moshe Rabbeinu’s wife
Tzipporah. Imagine the azus d'’kedushah needed in order for a Midyanite
einikel to kill Zimri for living with a Midyanis. Imagine the seeming hypocrisy,
and imagine the ridicule he was opening himself up to. This is actually
what ended up happening — he was teased, and referred to as Ben Putiel,
the einikel of Yisro.

Ultimately, the difference between Pinchas and Moshe Rabbeinu was
not which one was able to retain clarity in properly applying the halachah,
but rather a much more fundamental disparity in the middah of azus
d’kedushah, which allowed Pinchas to remain steadfast and maintain
clarity of what halachah mandates, rather than bend due to pressure and
fear of mockery.

Now we can appreciate that Pinchas was not rewarded for simply
remembering the halachah and carrying it out as would be expected of
every erlicheh Yid. Rather, Pinchas was dealt a tremendous nisayon, one that
demanded supernatural kochos hanefesh. A person’s natural inclination is to
lose clarity when under such pressure not to look like a hypocrite. Pinchas’s
mesirus nefesh, fueled by a supernatural azus d'’kedushah, enabled him to
rise above that tendency, and not to fall prey to the hisrashlus that would
have caused him to forget the halachah. On the contrary, he displayed the
middah of az kanamer in doing exactly what the halachah required —and
that's what yielded such a unique reward.

We can now go back and explain what the Midrash means when it says
179w Y10 RIN 7. The Sfas Emes references another Midrash, and I
think his intention might be the following. The Midrash states: »217pn m
129 /NN RHW TY MY HHN M NNPWI Y NN ROY TP 118Y 0P M DHVRY
19 MM ROW TY NN D WY M 319 NN ROV TY NpYN Y NwY M T
2. In other words, it's very nice that we do mitzvos for the Eibishter, but
the Eibishter's response is, “What do I really owe for these mitzvos? Every
mitzvah that a person does, I was the one Who gave him the resources to
fulfill the mitzvah. Now I have to pay him?”

The Midrash s telling us that although every mitzvah requires choosing
to do the right thing, it is Hakadosh Baruch Hu who gives the person the
wherewithal to accomplish the mitzvah — the physical resources, the
financial means, and so on. There's no real grounds, then, for a person
to claim s'char mitzvah for using the resources that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
provided, in order to serve him. The whole concept of s'char mitzvah is a
function of Hakadosh Baruch Hu's kindness; he rewards people for their
mitzvos even though He provided all the supplies and means for the mitzvah.

Allthis applies when a person utilizes the regular kochos hanefesh that
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were Divinely provided for his mitzvah use. But when a person goes above
and beyond the standard kochos and negates his natural inclinations, he
enters awhole new realm that supersedes the argument n5wR 23177 M.
Then, the Eibishter no longer claims that all the person did is utilize the
kochos He gave him. Rather, he's rising above his kochos and transcending
human nature — and that is when a person actually deserves s'char.

Pinchas act of kana'us was born of azus d’kedushah that required
supernatural kochos and mesirus nefesh, and about such a mitzvah it can
be said that 115w %YW RN 172, Accordingly, we can now understand what
was so unique about Pinchas's act, and why he merited the exceptional
s'char of eternal chiyus, becoming the Eliyahu Hanavi who will herald the
geulah-because when a person demonstrates mesirus nefesh, he attains
a whole different level of nitzchiyus.

The Gemara (Shabbos 130) tells us that any mitzvah that Klal Yisrael
performed with mesirus nefesh, they will continue to observe forever.
This Gemara is conveying that achievements that are within the confines
of Olam Hazeh and the standard kochos of the guf are transient and will
eventually expire, like every davar gashmi. But once a person enters the
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realm of mesirus nefesh, going beyond his mundane, physical kochos and
connecting to otherworldly neshama’‘dike kochos, he accesses nitzchiyus.
Pinchas's act of kana'us and mesirus nefesh not only stopped the mageifah,
but produced a s'char of y15% Nt omaa.

We as a klal are still experiencing a very real mageifah — one that we're
feeling very much now in Eretz Yisrael — and we're desperate to find
ways to elicit rachamei Shomayim so that we can rise above the malach
hamaves and continue to serve Hashem with brius haguf vehanefesh. 1
think this parashah is giving us the key, by telling us not to be satisfied
with a Yiddishkeit of doing just what's expected of us, which prompts
the claim of D5WRY "11»7PN 'n. Rather, let's look for opportunities to go
beyond our natural kochos, push ourselves past our comfort zone, and
do things that are hard and require some mesirus nefesh. When we do
that, we enter a whole new realm, and that's when, b'ezras Hashem, we'll
experience 119w 910w RN 172, Hopefully, we will also be zocheh to the
incredible brachah of DY 'n>12 NR Y ym *137, and merit the speedy
arrival of Eliyahu Hanavi and the geulah sheleimah.

Gut Shabbos.
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