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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Matos Masei Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ —
'The Power of Speech
— .- —’

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman shlita

The parashah begins with the subject of nedarim and hataras nedarim,
and its opening statement is: 7nKRY Y77 %127 MVHD MWK YR YN 12T,
What is the significance of this introduction?

The Tur (551), in Hilchos Bein Hametzarim, writes that the minhag in
Ashkenaz is that yechidim refrain from eating meat and drinking wine
during the entire period between Shivah Asar b'Tammuz and Tisha b'Av,
to mourn for Yerushalayim. The Beis Yosef explains that the basis of this
minhag is that the tamid and the korbanos stopped on 17 Tammuz.

The Teshuvos Binyan Shlomo brings an interesting remez: In Parashas
Pinchas, we just discussed all the korbanos, and the passuk there says:
1Y *H 2907 IYN. The word ynYn can be understood as to wait,
as in the passuk: 7270 NR MY 12R) — we are waiting for the korbanos.
Parashas Pinchas is always read around the time of 17 Tammuz, so there’s
a remez that the yechidim, the myvnn »WR7, start refraining from meat
and wine to evoke mourning over the loss of the korbanos.

Intruth, all of the korbanos will return, as we say in Mussaf of Shabbos:
7389 2991 NVY NTH N2WN DY Q0N NRY. The Bnei Yissachar writes that
when we will again have a Beis Hamikdash, we will bring all of the korbanos
we missed, so the korbanos of Parashas Pinchas 5780, and the korbanos
of every Yom Tov and Shabbos will be compensated for.

No Addition or Subtraction
Regarding the passuk: n 9nRY YRV 7127 MV YYRT HR NYN 1277
N MY YR 1270, the Chasam Sofer writes that these words convey the
idea of daas Torah and the concept of listening to gedolei Yisrael. When a
person listens to the gedolei Yisrael — 7371 7WR 933 mwy1 — explains the
Chasam Sofer, he does so because the gedolim have a total connection to
Torah, and Torah is Toras Hashem, so it's really dvar Hashem. That's what
the passuk is saying: You should listen to the mywnn »wir7, you know why?
Because when they say something, it's’n nx 9wx 9270 1!
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Alternatively, says the Chasam Sofer, the passuk is talking about political
leaders and conveying a message to them. Often, a politician will promise
something and fail to fulfill his word. They even have a lingo for this, as
they say in Hebrew: o»p% 'nnvan &Y Yar 'mnovan (I promised, but I
didn't promise to keep my promise). Here, the Torah is addressing these
mwvnn *YRY, the political leaders, and cautioning them to keep their
words: 1127 Y1 RY.

On the simple level, however, the words: myvnn *WYRI YR YN 921
are an introduction to the idea of hafaras nedarim. The Shem MiShmuel
observes that the possibility of annulment is a fundamental part of
nedarim. The ability to be matir nederis not incidental, but rather essential,
because we're not allowed to add to the 613 mitzvos. The Taryag Mitzvos
are eternal, and each one has a deeper meaning and root, and a person
can't just add to them. In fact, violating bal tosif is liable to lead to bal
tigra, because once a person views the mitzvos as an imprecise collection,
he could neglect some as easily as he could add. This is alluded to in the
brachah that Yitzchak gave Eisav: 7IR3% YY1 %Y npI91 790 TWRI ).
The word 791 equals 614 in gematria, one more than Taryag. If a person
adds amitzvah and gets up to7m, he will reach a state of prikas ol: npI9
TIRIY Sy 9. Clearly, then, the concept of hafaras nedarim could not have
been added; within nedarim there is a built-in mechanism of annulment,
and the concept of nedarim is not absolute, as the Torah prefaced nedarim
with the possibility of their annulment.

An Undamaged Mouth

Regarding the words’n n3x 9WR 9270 Ny, the Haflaah, in Panim Yafos,
brings a fascinating insight. Hashem gave us 613 mitzvos, and we swore at
Har Sinai to fulfill them and to pass them down to future generations. But
who said you have to fulfill your oath? For that reason the Torah prefaces
the mitzvos with the requirement to keep your word: my YR 1270 NI
'n. This thing, this davar, that Hashem commanded was the requirement
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to fulfill our oath.

From the words "n mx 9wk 1270 N1, Chazal also derive that Moshe
Rabbeinu’s nevuah was fundamentally different from that of other nevi‘im,
as the other nevi'im prophesied with the words ' 9n® 1, while he also
prophesied with the words 92770 n1.

Why is the Torah alluding to the uniqueness of Moshe Rabbeinu’s nevuah
specifically here? Perhaps it's related to the idea of the power of dibbur.

It's brought down from the Rama MiPano that all of our neshamos are
rooted in the neshamah of Adam Harishon. Each person’s portion of that
neshamah derives from a different part of Adam's body — his mouth, his
head, his hands, his feet, and so on —and they were all damaged by Adam'’s
cheit of eating from the Eitz Hadaas, which affected his entire body. One
place remained unaffected: his windpipe, which has no part in eating.
Moshe Rabbeinu, who didn't eat or drink when he was on Har Sinai, had the
Shechinah speaking from his throat, and he represents the windpipe, which
isrooted in the part of Adam Harishon that didn't sin. Accordingly, we see
that when a person does not damage his koach hadibbur, he can reach the
level of clarity of Moshe Rabbeinu’s nevuah, that of 'n nyx 7wR 9270 1.

Catalyst for Action

The passuk tells us that a person must fulfill whatever comes out of his
mouth: Ny’ van R¥*n 933. The Gemara (Nedarim 8) teaches:

0AVN NNYY NNMPRI MMPIVI INIRIY ,MINNAN DR DOPY PYIVIV 1IN
WIPRY Y MWT H"Pp RN RIHR RN DD NN TP PawIN RO PN
VI MY

This Gemara is saying that although we vowed at Har Sinai to fulfill the
mitzvos, a person is nevertheless permitted to swear to fulfill a mitzvah,
in order to spur himself to actually do it. This is puzzling, for if the oath
has no validity (since the person is obligated regardless), how does it spur
the person to fulfill it?

The Steipler explains that when a person utters something with his
koach hadibbur, the matter takes on a new reality and gravity. This is
especially true because often, a person finds reasons and excuses why
he's not really obligated to do something, in which case the oath at Har
Sinai doesn't seem binding to him. In suchinstances, his new oath imbues
him with the sense of obligation to fulfill his commitment.

The following story is a humorous aside, just to bring out the point:
Two Israeli brothers were not religious, and one of them became a baal
teshuvah and tried to convince his brother to follow him. He invited his
brother for Shabbos, and the brother came once, and a second time, but
the third time he was invited he said, “No, I'm afraid to come, because
I'm not planning to keep Shabbos, and I know that if I keep Shabbos for
a third time it's already an oath, a chazakah, and I'm not ready for that.”

The story continues that the mother of the two was very worried that
her second son might become religious as well, so someone told her to
check her mezuzos, maybe there's something wrong....
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The Potency of a Pure Mouth

Inany event, we see that when a person utters an oath, it causes him to
actmore responsibly. R Chaim Vital sees this idea in the passuk: X¥>n 923
Ny’ van, adding that the words ypwi nYyi and TR YY) mean that
a person’'s every utterance creates a malach: if it's a good dibbur, a word
of Torah or of a mitzvah, it creates a good malach, and if it's a bad dibbur,
such as of lashon hara, it creates a bad malach. But either way —X¥"n 533
Yy yan, every word you say has animpact, there's no pareve dibbur. He
interprets the words: 7 927 Y91 RNY) to mean, .»7 M7 550 NINVN

R Elchanan, in Kovetz Shiurim (Kesubos 62, os 208) cites the Gemara's
account regarding a person who was waiting on Erev Yom Kippur for
someone to come, and he said, “Oh, maybe he's not here.” That person
indeed passed away as a result of those words. We know that the blessings
and curses of a tzaddik are fulfilled, says R’ Elchanan, in keeping with the
concept of Ny YR NI, but in this case it was not the person’s will
that the other person should die, so why was he taken from this world?
It must be, he answers, that the words of a holy mouth naturally have
an impact, even without the person having a conscious intention, as the
passuk says: PIR TO'7) DY Y017 PO T H¥1 P92 7117 DYR). Just
as an ax or sword will break something even if it swipes at it accidentally,
aperson's dibbur has a powerful impact. If, however, he defiles his mouth
with forbidden words, he weakens his koach hadibbur, like a knife that
became rusty and can no longer cut.

That's the powerful message of nYy? van R¥>n 933, and this applies
from the myvnn »Wr1 all the way down to every individual. When a person
says a good word, it has a positive impact, and when he says a bad word
it has a negative impact.

From the coronavirus experience we have certainly learned how
something can grow exponentially and cause damage. If that is true of
something negative, then kal v'chomer for a middah tovah, which is always
stronger. A good word — whether in Torah, or just in speaking to another
person — has an impact, and adds up quickly to other good words.

I'll conclude with a beautiful idea that I heard from Moreinu Hagaon
R"Nachman Levovitz shlita in connection to R" Elchanan'’s insight of how
powerful a person's koach hadibbur can be if he did not damage it. He
repeated the following vort from the Klausenberger Rebbe: Chazal were
amazed that it was possible for Moshe Rabbeinu to see the whole Eretz
Yisrael, but what amazed them was how he was able to see the parts that
were not in front of him, even the parts that were behind him or to his
right or left. The Klausenberger Rebbe noted that it seems amazing even
that Moshe Rabbeinu could see what was directly in front of him, as no
person can see 200 kilometers into the distance! He answered that this
is actually not a question at all, because a person'’s ability to see can go
very far if he did not damage his eyes. What R’ Elchanan said about the
koach hadibbur applies to his other senses, hearing and seeing, as well.

But this parashah is discussing the koach hadibbur specifically: 80 922
Ny’ van. Specifically during the days of Bein Hametzarim, when there’s
a tremendous yearning for the Ribbono Shel Olam, for Moshiach, and for
the Beis Hamikdash, we should be zocheh — through our koach hatefillah
and koach hadibbur when it's not rusty — to the geulah sheleimah.
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