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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas

T h Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
etzave which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

fP— o
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Happiness for Others Begets Success

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznick Shlita

This week’s parashah is a continuation of the
Torah’s discussion of the Mishkan, and it focuses
on the creation of the bigdei kehunah. One of
the eight garments of the Kohen Gadol was the
choshen, and Rashi (Parashas Shemos, based on
Shabbos 139a) notes that Aharon merited to wear
this garment on his heart because he rejoiced
in his heart when Moshe Rabbeinu was chosen
by Hakadosh Baruch Hu to take Klal Yisrael out
of Mitzrayim. Moshe Rabbeinu was worried that
Aharon would be upset or have complaints that
his younger brother was chosen to be the leader
and navi of Klal Yisrael, but Hakadosh Baruch
Hu reassured him that he had no reason to be
concerned: 1272 maY) 8.

Rashi’s words are: 130177 Jwna 792 170K 797 Qwn)
277 9v. The phrase 1wna *7v connotes an ornament.
Aharon was older, so by rights he should have
been chosen for this leadership position, yet not
only was he not jealous, he was happy for Moshe
Rabbeinu. Middah k’neged middah, this purity of
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heart was rewarded with the choshen, which is
one of the most prestigious of the bigdei kehunah.
Whose heart should that garment decorate? The
pure heart of Aharon, which harbored no negios,
no jealousy and no resentment.

We can add that the stones of the choshen are
described as avnei zikaron, carrying the names of
the shevatim. When Aharon wore it, it invoked the
zechusim of Klal Yisrael. Which person is suited to
daven and invoke the merits of others? Someone
who is completely concerned about the interests
of others.

loftensaythatthe bestpersontogetaberachah
from is someone who’s a tov ayin, someone who
cares about you and whose primary interest is the
success of others, not his own success. Such a
person wants you to succeed, and when he gives
a berachah, it’s with a full heart.

Aharon had such a heart, and he therefore
merited the choshen as a decoration on his heart
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and was zocheh to carry the avnei zikaron of Bnei
Yisrael.

Why the Choshen?

The Ran (Derashos HaRan 3) adds another
dimension to the Gemara that Rashi cites regarding
Aharon’s joy over Moshe’s appointment. Why,
he asks, was Aharon zocheh to the choshen
specifically? And why did he need a special zechus
for this? We don’t find that he needed a particular
zechus for the other bigdei kehunah!

He explains that Aharon’s reward was not the
choshen, but the urim vetumim inside it. The urim
vetumim was a parchment that contained certain
holy Names through which the Kohen Gadol was
able to know the future. The urim vetumim were not
part of the bigdei kehunah, explains the Ran. But
the Kohen Gadol’s job was to perform the avodah.
What did foreseeing the future have to do with his
role? This is why Chazal wondered why Aharon
was zocheh to the urim vetumim, and this is why
they explain that Aharon had a special zechus of
rejoicing in his heart over Moshe’s success.

There is a machlokes between the Rambam
(Hilchos Beis Habechirah 4:1) and the Raavad
whether the urim vetumim were an integral part of
the choshen. The Rambam is of the opinion that
during the period of the second Beis Hamikdash,
the urim vetumim remained inside the choshen,
even though it could no longer be used to foresee
the future; otherwise, the Kohen Gadol would have
been considered mechusar begadim. The Raavad
argues that the urim vetumim were not present
during the time of the second Beis Hamikdash, and
that was not considered chisur begadim, because
the urim vetumim were a separate entity.

Apparently, the Rambam holds that revealing
the future was part of the Kohen Gadol’s role.
Perhaps this could be considered an extension
of the job of the kohanim to teach Torah, and as
such, the urim vetumim were a necessary part of
the Kohen Gadol’s garments.

The Derashos HaRan follows the Raavad’s
opinion, however. They hold that there was no
urim vetumim during Bayis Sheini, since this was
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not actually part of the bigdei kehunah.

We see from here that not only did Aharon not
lose out due to Moshe Rabbeinu’s appointment,
he actually gained because of his happiness for
Moshe. He merited to foresee the future, and to
carry the urim vetumim for generations. The Ran
explains that the urim vetumim were greater than
nevuah: A decree foretold by a navi could be
overturned, but the decree foretold by the urim
vetumim could not.

Don’t Be Someone Else’s Pawn

From Aharon we learn that a person must
rejoice in his friend’s good fortune. It's not enough
not to be jealous of him — you have to be happy
for him. And the only way to get there is through
emunah and bitachon. A person has to realize that
whatever is destined for someone else, he is not
going to get no matter what, as Chazal say: 07X X
N1 RD%D 199K ... 1van 1oma yai. Since you can’t
have it anyway, it doesn’t pay to be jealous, and
instead you should be happy for him.

If a person tries to get something that has not
been decreed for him, then not only will he not get
it, but he will be used as a pawn in the operation of
the world to help another person get it.

A prime example of this is found in the Megillah.

When Haman returned home mournful and
dejected after leading Mordechai on the horse, he
told Zeresh and all his friends all that had happened
to him. Why, wonders the Ben Ish Chai, did he have
to tell them what happened? The whole town knew
about this! It was in all the papers, and on all the
news sites, so surely the members of Haman’s own
household were aware of what had happened.

The Ben Ish Chai explains that Haman was
telling them how these events had come about: “It
was because of me! Achashverosh asked me what
should be done for a person whom the king wants
to honor, and | was so sure that he was talking about
me that | put my life on the line and advised that he
dress the person in his royal clothing and have him
ride on his horse. | could have been killed for that!
Yet what happened as a result of my suggestion?
All this honor was given to Mordechai!”
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In seeking honor for himself, Haman set in
motion the events that would lead to Mordechai
being honored, and he became a pawn to bring
about Mordechai’s success. That’'s what he was
telling Zeresh and his friends — the inside scoop of
how he himself had brought this about.

Elsewhere (Ben Yehoyada 129), the Ben Ish
Chai sees a similar lesson in the story of Yosef
Mokir Shabbos. Yosef’s non-Jewish neighbor
dreamed that all his wealth would go to Yosef,
and to prevent that from happening he sold all his
assets and bought a large jewel, which he sewed
into his hat. Once, when he was walking over a
bridge, the wind blew the hat into the water, and a
fish came and swallowed the jewel. Yosef bought
this fish for Shabbos and found the jewel inside it.

The Gemara records this story, says the Ben
Yehoyada, to teach us that if success has been
decreed for a person and another person tries to
prevent him from experiencing that success, not
only will he fail to stop it, but he will become the
vehicle to bring the person success much more
easily. Yosef received his neighbor’s wealth easily,
with no exertion or bittul Torah; all he did was go
out to buy a fish for Shabbos. And who caused this
to happen? The neighbor himself, who was trying
to stop the Heavenly decree from materializing.

Rabbosai, how often do we see a person
entering a good business deal, or doing a shidduch,
or receiving a certain honor, and we think, | should
have gotten that?
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Rabbinical Alumnus Award

We have to work on ourselves to rejoice in
someone else’s success, and realize with emunah
sheleimah that if it’'s not decreed for us, we’re not
going to get it. Instead, let’'s be happy with other
people’s hatzlachah — and then, middah k’neged
middah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will give us good
as well. The way to be zocheh to goodness —
parnassah, shidduchim, hatzlachah, and more —
is to rejoice in and help out with someone else’s
success.

When Mordechai discovered the plot of Bigsan
and Seresh, says the Alshich, by rights he should
have run to tell the king that he had saved his life.
He would have become the king’s best friend!
But instead, he decided to use this information
to help Esther, by having her relate it to the king,
which would win her Achashveirosh’s favor. What
happened when Esther told the king? She realized
that Mordechai was trying to be kind to her, so she
told it to the king in Mordechai’s nhame. Both of
them were seeking to do good for another person.
And when Hakadosh Baruch Hu saw that, says
the Alshich, He said, “Just as you are not looking
out for your own interests, but are trying to help
someone else, | too will be good to you and bring
geulah to the world.”

It's not enough not to be jealous — you have to
rejoice in other people’s hatzlachah and seek to be
meitiv to them.

Gut Shabbos.
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