e
vestvas MIR

YERUSHALAYIM
v

Nawa nons nnt
Baltimore, MD :
Brooklyn, NY.

Catskills

Chicago, IL
Johannesburg, S. Africa.
Lakewood/Deal, NJ
London, UK

Los Angeles, CA..
Manchester, UK..
Monsey, NY
Montreal, Quebec...
Passaic, NJ
Toronto, Ontario
Yerushalayim
Zurich, Switzerla

1950 9w

R0V 1Y 12X PRN PIRIN 270 Y
279 9IRWH W NVYNRY NaYN NN 7Y MY

DV
nnwn KRS

525 3”3 DT APN DTN V" IPN PINN 'O
YIIPY ROV N7 NIV DVWA PPN VP .IMYN
“WN Y2 92V R"WINN WY, D120 90 DYI2
TV IMRN V1A ROR DYDY 7N WP 1M
P31 MIRNNN WA Y NYIVNN WA ANV
93 VN AT VP IR T RIININ 2"MNR PYY
DR IP2N DPTX MNIRI YHDNY GRI ,MTHN
INY mMTnY

"9Y NALN AN PP ROV 170 'R 7172 19 ')
SRIWY " MININAT,THRAN N YIPY RHY ')
99 RYY DT INY YY ‘MmN NINST DY 2Py’
R™ NAVN NV PIPA MPRN 'PI) .DMAV NV
(MY7p 9992 198 7 TN MINRY IRYA

TIY PIIPY MWVT YRYNT NIPN VY 'O DV
2MIYNY 2pY? YIPN 2'NIT NN 0TI

Y MmN MORN TAINY 37 HRY DON MY
893,991 Y90 INWYWN IR 19298 RNYR TNV Y1
N390% NYIP AN AIPYT TV NN ANV
.MNNN DIWN

Y YA 2792 PN DT NMIY PIYN
7 2" 2% MPN 'YY T R”7 1792 R2IMY ,0"N
1931 INVN DIYND HY POV IINRY GR R™
5 D72 RDY oN YV INVN 1TINN TWVINYN
.(1”% 27N 1127 MINIR T7P3) .DINR

mnavn PYTNY IMNT ‘N ANYY 1IN M
MmN DIV MY 93 Y"avy Madv M
RIN ,IN0N 193 INRY AT 97 11279 27200
V"IN DIYN A NP 3”91 ,AN°0 13T Y1 2N
Y9YN

NV WP .Y 1PN NYTI V7 M NIV P
.D1Y% YT DR 7AW MDY AN ) 27Y AR
AN PrIXNY N7TY 'y

'Y X

901 11X 9P MZNR IR P AV MABM MY
bishvileihalacha@themir.org

DV NVIA [ 1

Avanl

R RPhIRFAF

N |

—

(T DMV RNININ) 72T DNR
mIvNn 1 TNY BR YN MaTn
npY H"pINt Hpra ARt 0PN M7 XN
nYNIN 19N TY DR RI qHRM W)
TV U IR NAY DIR YV MmN
;192 A YW P71 VMIVN NaY ITMIYIY
23570 PYY NYYN LNV MWV 1PN
:DIMTY AMIRY MY NPT 07PN IR
,095312% Yy WY 19T HIINT 1INYn
1IN0 RIPN RONHR” 1DNT DNR MR
9 Yap 9 Mm% YIMIRD TWaR R
MYT YY NYYN NR M INNINa 1”apn

%90 oMaTs 1IWNH
(> 9IRN , 07N TON)

D27 AR MNIR 19N
553 9% 100 DIVIVI DVOIY
(19 ,1v) Y

AN PIMT YA P PN
3NN PN PITAY RNV NN
1N N"apnY 919220 1083 R
1Y VOVINY IR TV LT
779 v YVIaVWN DTRY RY ”
27 R (0,0 2 DN MaT)
YR IR R2 RN 2 RN
V3 ,1IMIRD VAR R 1IN RIPpN RY
1YY N"APN IR RYHR JIRNAY T 0N
MR PRI DINXYA AR PINN VD

—
r
n
'y
L o
n
-—
| =
o
pal

t

0% YIINY %3 NR WIPnY 1Y 1Ivar)
PNPVY 2N LTNROM NBWN Na
9 9% ompnya Yndn nR DNy
N2 N2 Y DY WR VP DANAR
77N YTV N“Y AR Nanra MmoXvy
YMNIMRN THY DI RIN 72T 1D 01 RHWY
S5w MWD DY NNTPNN NVHNNN
,117YN 11 Onaa ‘oY’ nhar Mo
5y 71222 Y1IRY 1IN 12 9IPY T
“Ya NDIIANN TVR ,NDWN HW NNAVN
SR 9 HRINY 9 HY MWRD DN P
DWW HY 10N INY RY YY1 0N
DM 19NN DPYR NN N1 PNy
.5an »ann Yon YR
INRY MW KRNI NP Y1YRA ‘2 Dy
RN N7 pravy YNt par nvs
DYIIR 12 RIN POIVPY DR 11T
19NYY "M MWR” :ana) INaxn Yy .7a%1
817 ,77NY DN THN N2 PoY ,N1na
M2 NNXNAIYYA NTH,NYY 7172 DY
“. 07193 D”IYY T ITIRD IRT
.N.a.xan

NAYWA WRI 1N
DA9aN 29 1NN
SRINW 29 *N9Na
SUmINt pOPVPIV
aepn YHNRa A

DNYAR 23 PRIN MDY In
mwa 19 HY“pnt 'porvRv
YR TOMUNn »aRy  n“apn
Y0 HRINY 27 PRI NDWN
4181 700

mwa nwn Sv nmaninn oy
NWI ,NNNPN INRY 0NIY PavwI 2 “apn
RN NOYNY HY TRY N2 DTNYNN 190
H0IN NRY 3 HUNT PAR IR LDV
12w NYaY NAWY 1BY MaIn ny
NN N2V ITRY Y NI V1IINY PHY
(7252 28 9732) TR 7322 YT TR 112 DR
MWYRIL ITRY 1199 TR IR DY)
.NWN NYMIM

NxRY Y 1501 ONIAR 9 YW YA
DIYNNAYNN DPOYN 91N Y Y NR

DA 92T

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



PRPAN 'JPJ’D 72X 1N 217 PRI DWW YR 1IN

_——

= ®

RNY) RININ NRT NIR AT HY R2 RON
PTRYM DN RIN R RO 177 :(R 19
MIITIY PR INNY TN DR GRY M0, 132
M1 D290 DR 12TV (92 DIpNR YN 7Y Y
12T DMIT NAINMY L7912 'PTRYN On W)
IRY9Y NND TY .RAN DN HIMY RN R

1DINRN NR PINNY N HW 1Mt

5550 oy 2905 DIR W MMA
MIMI2 NIPRN TNRY TNR 93 130 n"apn
My DY AMR HOR MM oY
591 ,9990 NR MY TIRND DT DM2T
N5 YR MIND2 YV 1OR DR Yan» TNR
R125 1°0 919°0 1N HY NINRD H21,00290

Y NYvIN AN YN NAY NN

PN NITN2 Q0N NYAna oYn MM
5 NAYY PIX MOV TY TIRND MWHIM
»H1 172Y P T P Y 0van mpn
MM 1M RTNA N”apn MIN MDY NN
) DWYNI N1 HYY Havwa DIRY
05 DR YNIN IR DRY ROR ,PMIMD
DPHRN DY IOR MIMD N PINY

nN”apn .0MmIN DMYa oy PIN RIM
HRIN IR DRI DWAY MM TR 935 M
IR A NTIYY 12 NNIY WAIN MM NR
mmoa PIn RIM .OYRN D93 DN "N
mainY YoYY T2 DIRN DA NNY
SvInn oR L9950 N MYy Dwyna
AWaAR LYY HVINN NR AWV PRI DNa
YT 9291 93010 17N WHTY 1OR MMIY
29910 DTRY 939¥ ,70 RN NN PV RY
TPRY ,INY PN RIN P INY 10N DR
0N M0 399 MY DR Y»an 1R DR RN
201 YY DT PP 99101 127,701 DWOT
R201 1Y IR ,1V372 1Y 1AW YT DYpn
%Y P79, T TV NaY9 PRRNNY QoYY
1999 91029 Y9 RN 9T

NNNONA PRARNNI DAY ,N"apn MY’
ROV NY9M Y9N NR PrM 7921 1IN YV
77NN POYN DTN YT NR AT RINI NON
MM DR 9S¥Y N1 NATTIRY AN
;00170 9m %Yo nvavh ,oa7n ynb
21T 5P DAY RON 93 X122 RY AT MIOT

VIVN N VN DAY NV

VAV NVIA | 2

N NTaYa aad

A7 5 0 HINW 1Y 2wnn ,0vn TY

DHINA R = 115999 97N

MT PN (R 19 RNDY) RIMA RIR
RIR MO IR NP 227 19 Dwn N
RO NN RYI MNR YIIR - RIIONT
PRY - RIONT RIR N7 0P "prran
21PN PTNYY N0 MVHTIY PYTY YN
JINY 17 9310 n Timdnn Yvanb
IR DR R D27 DR RONNI 2WNI RINY
Y11Y RY R 1YHN HVNY PYYNI PIONN
N IR YHMN RIPI - PR MM Lnd
(DW) RN IRIND ,TIRN TY NN MNPV
D990 DY RYY MIYNY 7121WN1 N PRY
7PN 990 ROR ,pInd oMoa RYY 199
PN nnm

MNP 190 7Y RN TR0 Han 9aT
1998V ,02279 A7 DI AT YV MY
VHMIYW 71 ROR WHN PaT AT PR DR
S5 WNYN NI IR NIRT HI3 Y 1vma
D370 DR ROONNN

SV NManNa R¥NY DO NMIR N7
72570 DY NWI NY PR MDY [N TV
591 ,nnPNYNN DTV DT IR R .ADAN 1IN
NR 0N R9Y” HS» NPXRN IR WITHN N2
;190 592 0nYnY 0NN 19 MR 225
DN 12291 NAINNY M .10 192 Ny Hnava
nYoRNY XYW HH35 RN DI N ,ARNYNa
9YT2 NI TY .00 SW Annndn - innbna
1TRRY TNR 93 HY H0mMY 21NN

DR GRY ,RI1733 13N 73777272 AW TIY
nRNN WITRN MY R125nN Yan) nwn ja
PRY P2 DIPN YN NpTIN N0 PR
792 30 ,790N5 N2°010 1N DYTY DINRD
MY HPNY DMINR NN ITAYY DM RIN
5" 0 nR YoMn At RenNn AN 91001
IR ,N2W7A NNR 199N PONN RN DR |9
IR DIPN YN R PONN IR DR AR
012 YN IRY IR PINY 293 HHhann
- 99 Yy DNR RIN DR D) - NYONY IR TOY
nYINR YHY NSVIM [N 919 M HYHaa N
JDINRD T IR MY RHW IR

PINN RIN PINNN DTRY Y33 ,NRT MY
19,0277 %910 Y922 NVYN DINRN DR
PR 02290 DR 191N 937 (NN ,n"8 Mar)

nwas
DY

—/

—

IR OYN YR 93TY DIVIVN 190
MY WM 727 2250 TN RPN WRD M
(N, 0M37) "22% YNR 229 DR DY RN
MINNN,PIRY NNOY 1”ND) 1727770 NV
WIRN PINIY ,IVVYN MXNN” (NPVYN
RY RINY ,NNNYN2 Rian 1150 T RN
9207 NRNYNN MWYWPa TINYY Wava Yy
n%Mm NN 7NN 0NN ,3INM MoNn
oy’

280 NHRNSNIA ‘o RY

225 NR DY XYY NRNYNA MINRD AT 99
NN NWIN YRI 1IN IRIN 2397 YR
ROY INRN ;7010 MNY) Y7PINT pravRINY
nINYNa 77 IR RY L(PNR 129 NR O
RIN RINY IWN NPNYNI R ROR IR
,ATY 0T DMTH DMWY N5Y MNRD RN
21IRN NNNYNAY DY ,1"AININ WIOW 19
RN NP 2250 71 DY TINYY VAR IR
7921 NNNYNN VIR IRY 1P RN TN
,I%0 NPNYNRA RIN 79,090 NYan nY Nnn
930 1R NN DY INNNYNL WHNIN DTRN
NINRI ,NNNYNN MY PRI TMIR RINWI
JONNNN DR N72pa PNvaa MmN
qRY,IPNR 229 NR ONNY YYY RIN P "N
DONN YVIN P71 ROR NNIRD NV 1IRY
252 717 YU RN DIPN HIN ,omH R
anHna nbam oW M Y DMINRD
R0 17979 RINRA RIN RIM

PAR P2 R¥AY Y MOR N DIR
RO NN 2931 11929 WM 1 RHR
RIN PINMW IR 112253 YNR 225 DR O
Y .AnnYnn DIpn DR YW IR INNYI
a9 5539 R0 nado it

IR DTR .9N2n 92T N DrTRd 1Nm

DV IRY IRTIAY ,NVYN DI HMAa vy
wYR Y RIN DIPN YIM ,NPIAY NwYN
2VNN L, PNR 29 DR DMn RINY D YY
12 IRV D220 DR RVNM RVINY N1
mwyy 172 Ppraon PR” :(a ,1p IT7M0)
DNy PTI” (R, N™) 1 NN
027 R ORI UMTMT ONTY N2 pTn
77 RN ,NY%N N NTIAY THI N0 RY RIN
INPN DRY DYIR .AVWHINI NN NaINN
AIRY A7 YT YW NN nnndna nam

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



Elul

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

)

(

A Time to Come Alive!

_——

—

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznick shlita

The Chayei Adam says that Chodesh Elul is a special time for a person’s
teshuvah to be accepted, because these are yemei ratzon, when Hashem is
favorably predisposed toward each and every person who has a hisorerus
to teshuvah.

In his words:

2WY NN NMR VN NN ,HRIY? Y NR RIN T2 VITPN NINRA
9198 VTIN DIPR Y1 ,NY 931 NV NNVNNY GRI .ROMY NY 931 1Y
R DY 295 ,NIVN MY IRWYN INVN YPRY N 19301 NN RIN
MM 1M2NYN Y3pa HRIYW IRVNVYWIY ,0PY 1INY NYN INT 1) ON
508 RIN T2 WITPN 12 IR H2aNM 912 Hwn NYY AT INRI NN 13
TV DY NNNWYN YIYR WTIN WRI 1YY TRY,NPIYV MM 19 100 nxInn Y
1793 M3 P N 1Y

These days, he says, became yemei ratzon from the time when Moshe
Rabbeinu went up and davened to Hakadosh Baruch Hu after the cheit
ha'eigel. During those 40 days between when he went up on Rosh Chodesh
Eluland when he came down on Yom Kippur, Hakadosh Baruch Hu forgave
Klal Yisrael completely and wholeheartedly, and gave us the second luchos.
From that time, says the Chayei Adam, these forty days were established
as yemei ratzon, an auspicious time for teshuvah to be accepted. These
special days are woven into the very fabric of Klal Yisrael.

The Mishnah Berurah notes that the roshei teivos of the words: ")
"2 »71y » 1177 s Elul, because Elul is a time for a person to draw close to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu- »1v1% »)% — and for Hakadosh Baruch Hu to draw
us closer to Him: » »177). The last letter of each of these four words is
yud, and four times yud equals 40, corresponding to the 40 days between
Rosh Chodesh Elul and Yom Kippur.

The Bnei Yissaschar, in his maamarim on Chodesh Elul, explains that
Elul is similar to a mikvah. The Mishnah states, at the end of Yoma: nn
HRIWY NIR INVN RIN I WVITPN R DRNVD NR VN Mpnn, and the
Bnei Yissaschar says that this alludes to Chodesh Elul, which has the power
of a mikvah. A mikvah contains 40 se‘ah, and each se’ah contains 24 lugin,
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which means that a mikvah holds a total of 960 lugin. The mikvah's power
to purify a person stems from the concept of bittul. Everything is batel
b’shishim, except a beryah, a whole entity. But there's an opinion in the
Yerushalmi, brought in the Tur, that a beryah is nullified in 960 parts. The
Bnei Yissaschar gives an explanation of where this number comes from,
explaining that everything in the world is made up of the four fundamental
elements of fire, water, earth, and wind, each of which contains the other
three elements withinit. Basically, then, everything in the world is actually
composed of 16 elements, so every beryah has 16 elements. To nullify
these 16 elements, you need 16 x 40, which is 960.

When a person enters a mikvah, he is nullifying himself, and the 960
lugin of the mikvah have the power to be mevatel him and turn himinto a
briah chadashah. The shape of a mikvah resembles the letter mem, which
is like a womb, he says, because the person emerging from the mikvah is
reborn, with renewed purity.

The yemei ratzon of Elul and the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah total 40 days,
each of which spans 24 hours, for a total of 960 hours, corresponding to
the 960 lugin of the mikvah, which have the power to purity us. We are
nullified to the kedushah of Chodesh Elul, and emerge as new beings.

Days of Refuge

Another passuk that alludes to Chodesh Elul, which the Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch cites from the Arizal, is found in Parashas Mishpatim regarding arei
miklat, a topic that is discussed in this week’s parashah as well. A person
who kills accidentally has to run to the arei miklat for protection, as the
passuk states: DI YR PN 77 WAV 1Y MR DAYRM NTE KD WK
nnY. The roshei teivos of the words: 77 "N 1% MR are Elul, which
conveys that Elul has the status of an ir miklat.

What does this mean? On a simple level, we can explain this in accordance
with Rabbeinu Yonah's teaching (Shaarei Teshuvah, beginning of shaar
1) that teshuvah is a refuge that Hakadosh Baruch Hu prepared so that
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a person has a place to flee from his aveiros and be protected from the
punishments that are chasing him. Elul, which is an auspicious time for
teshuvah, therefore affords the safety of an ir miklat.

The Bnei Yissaschar adds a fascinating insight to the allusion contained
in the words: 97 'nnY) Y1 MR, That Elul resembles an ir miklat, we
understand, but how is Elul connected to the words y1% nix, meaning
that the person killed unintentionally?

Generally, he explains, to be purified in a mikvah, a person has to
perform the action of entering the mikvah. If a person merely harbors
thoughts of purification, or even stands on the steps of the mikvah, he
does not become tahor —he must actually immerse himself. Elul, however,
is different: Hakadosh Baruch Hu brings the place of purification to us
—7% M. Even without intending to enter the mikvah, we're inside it
automatically! Elulis a place of purity that Hashem brings upon us, and it
purifies us automatically, as long as we have a hisorerus of teshuvah and
closeness to Hashem.

But perhaps the resemblance between Elul and arei miklat runs even
deeper.

From the passuk: 'm3 Y80 07 11 NNR Y8 1), the Gemara (Makkos
10) derives that the inadvertent murderer must have chiyus in the ir miklat:
RPN MY NNNT TN Y Tay. For that reason, says the Gemara, the ir
miklat must contain stores that supply food and drink, and beis din must
seetoit that these cities are set up to provide chiyus. But the Gemara goes
further, adding that the murderer’s rebbi must move to the ir miklat as
well, which means that the entire yeshiva might also have to move there.
If the talmid sinned, why does the rebbi have to go into galus? Because
the passuk says ’n3, and even if the talmid has food and drink and all his
material needs, if he doesn't have his rebbi’s shiur, his rebbi’s pshat in the
sugya, he's lacking chiyus.

The Rambam records this halachah in Hilchos Rotzei'ach and explains
that life without Torah is akin to death: n*wpam nnann *5»a »nT Dyovn
nWwN nnd NN kY. Therefore, it's not enough to ensure that the
murderer has access to batei midrashim and sefarim — he has to have his
rebbi there because he needs his rebbi’s pshat in the sugya. Without that
kneitch, that diyuk in Rashi, that he’s used to hearing from his rebbi, even
if he has other Torah, he's missing that geshmak, and that is akin to death.
He needs to be provided with his full chiyus.

Are You Alive?

Rabbosai, what is the meaning of chiyus?

Chiyus, being alive, has many definitions. The most basiconeis to breathe,
as opposed to being dead. But there’s a higher madreigah of chiyus, which
we'll illustrate with a mashal. The Gemara (Succah 9) says that it's clear
that a person is not obligated to give up all his money for a mitzvas asei.
If, for instance, a person would have to empty his bank account to buy a
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lulav and esrog, he's patur; the Biur Halachah rules that he is obligated to
spend only up to a fifth of his money. But how, wonders the Rashba, can
you put a price tag on a mitzvah —mxn% omT v »91? Amitzvah is worth
all the money in the world! Why is a person exempt from a mitzvah just
because it will cost him all of his money?

The Rashba, citing the Raavad, explains that if the person will spend
all his money, he'll be a pauper, and nna 2ywn 7y. Accordingly, the reason
you don't have to give up all your money for a mitzvas asei is that doing
so would constitute a whiff of pikuach nefesh, since becoming a pauper
is akin to death. The person might be alive and breathing, but he can't
enjoy all that the world has to offer, so he's not fully alive. When it comes
to a lo saaseh, which is far more severe, a person is obligated to give up
all his money rather than transgress; alo saaseh exempts a person only in
a case of actual pikuach nefesh, unless it's one of the three cardinal sins,
for which he must forfeit his life rather than transgress.

There'sahigherlevel of chiyus as well. The Netziv brings the following idea
inmany places in Chumash, and elaborates most in Parashas Va'eschanan,
on the passuk: %1 Y718 TYR DVAYAN KR DPNN YR YU HRIY AP
PN 1Yn? MYy DInR. The Torah is telling us to do Hashem's mitzvos
so that we will live. If someone doesn't do mitzvos and learn Torah, asks
the Netziv, is he not alive? What does »nn 1yn? mean?

He explains — and it's worth seeing this inside — that the word chai
in the Torah doesn't always refer to physical life: Dnya nns »n mynwnT
M7 WIIN HIT HHIM MYV NYHINY WNIN PWNRY AP VAN NPYY RIN
ni'n gomn. If a person experiences pleasure and feeling only from food,
drink, and gashmiyus — well, an animal experiences the same thing. If he
doesn't have a geshmak from ruchniyus, from Shabbos, from learning a daf
Gemara, then that's similar to death. Such a person is not alive. The Netziv
teaches that if we do the mitzvos we'll be alive, and we'll experience the
real chiyus that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants Klal Yisrael to have:287%? npy)
YN 10Y MRy DINN TN 7N TN DVIYHN HX) DPND YX YOV

By way of illustration, if we would see a person from a primitive tribe
who lives in a jungle his whole life and knows nothing of Olam Hazeh and
modern technology, we would look at him as though he's not really alive.
He might have everything he needs and be very happy, but he doesn't
know how to live in this world. Similarly, a person who's living only with
gashmiyus, who never tasted a Rashba or experienced a geshmakeh
Shabbos, a geshmakeh Rosh Hashanah, a Yom Kippur, an Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah and Elul — he's not alive!

Elul is a time that resembles an ir miklat not only because it affords
safety and protection, but because it gives us the opportunity to enjoy a
new level of closeness to Hashem, which gives us chiyus—m) —invigorating
us for the entire year.

May we all be zocheh to experience taharah and renewed chiyus in
these days of Elul.
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Chodesh
Elul

—

The World is not Going to Change—Who Will?

—

——

What we have been experiencing for the past half a year is not just
a lifestyle change. If you think about it, there has been a change in the
understanding of reality itself.

An exampleis our inability to plan anything long-term. At a superficial
glance, this seems like a mere technical constraint, not an indication of
anything else. We are simply unable to predict the next outbreak of the
virus and the consequences that will come in its wake. Yet in truth, this
limitation is meant to cause us to have a completely different perspective
about our lives and the reality we live in.

Until now, we understood life to be a complete, established reality that
passes viaasequence of events. Therefore it was the most natural thing to
make plans—in another month I will do this and that, in another year we
will travel here and there, and so on. The question as to whether planning
is even realistic did not occur to us since if we were here yesterday and
are still here today, there is no reason why we should not also be here in
the future. (With the exception of mishaps and disasters, chas v'shalom,
which are considered to be afflictions that come from outside the regular
framework.)

The same perception exists in the financial sphere—if we own profitable
real estate, there is no reason why it should not continue to be lucrative
forever. Why should we think otherwise? It is located in a successful,
desirable location, etc. Why on earth would we think that people will no
longer need their offices in order to work?

Another exampleis the fact thatinvestments the airline, transportation,
and tourismindustries were always worthwhile. After all, people must fly,
travel, vacation, etc. It is true that there sometimes are changes or extreme
events, but for the most part, the business is stable.

Almost all of us live according to this viewpoint. If something was
a certain way yesterday and is still the same today, then it will also be
that way tomorrow. What can we do if today's reality is not the same as
yesterday's and also not tomorrow’s? (This is completely incorrect.) What
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Harav Hagaon Eliyahu Lapin Shlita

does this mean?

The big change in Avraham Avinu's perception of reality happened
when he observed fire burning “npv17 N2 1R, he saw a castle burning.”
What did he really uncover there?

At a superficial glance, fire is an existing reality just like a building is an
existingreality. However, the contemplative person sees the difference: The
castle is the exact same castle that was here a minute ago, and it will also
be the same in another minute. But fire is an existence that isrenewed every
second. The flame of now is not the flame that will be in the another second.

Avraham revealed the Creator not just when he understood that the
world was created but also when he understood the depth of what “the
world being created” really means. The Nations also knew that the world
was created, but as far as they are concerned, the Creator disappeared as
soon as He finished the job and left the world to run on its own.

Through the burning fire, Avraham understood that there is no established
entity here. Rather, the entityis being created anew every minute, something
that requires the continuous presence of the Creator at every minute.

And if the Creator is present at every moment, this definitely has
significance: a constant relationship with His creations, whichis the content
and meaning of Jewish life as was revealed at Har Sinai.

Let us posit that the non-Jewish concept of being does not require
a connection with the Creator—the world exists and that is all. And this
existence is the most permanent, secure thing there is. How do we deal
with this perception?

The thing that was given to us in order to break ourselves away from
this non-Jewish outlook is prayer. The fact that we are obligated to request
our most basic needs: intelligence, health, livelihood, etc. three times a
day reminds us that our existence is not secure and is not maintained on
its own. Rather, it is renewed every minute and even every second.

What can be done if there are times when even that does not help so
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much? Then the connection to Hashem is revealed through reality when it
becomes unstable and when the concept of our very existence is shaken
up. There are times when this is directed towards someone personally
and times when it is directed towards the entire world.

Make no mistake: the goal of what is happening in the world now is not
to change reality because in order to reveal the presence of the Creator, it
is not necessary for reality to turn completely on its head. The intended
purpose is to cause us to actually think about the Creator, to “return Him"
to our lives, so to speak, to give meaning to His presence.

More than that; to believe and hope that reality will undergo a complete
transformation, to imagine that the lifestyle of the entire world with all
of its faces and nuances will never return to what it was, is escaping from
grappling with theissue. It is trying to find the change in the world instead
of creating the change in my life, in my connection to the Creator. This is
a waste of the purpose that is being demanded.

This perception is also the gate to the month of Elul.

Every entity that exists for itself and by itself is not going anywhere.
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Not the castle, not the table and chair. Only a being whose existence is
renewed, like the burning flame, is always moving towards the next stage.

We were not born only once. Every Rosh Hashanah is our beginning
when the Creator grants us new life—He wrote us in the Book of Life!

And every day and every minute of this life brings us closer to its
purpose: 'ma‘ancha Elokim Chaim, for You, the G-d of Life! Therefore, every
minute that we feel the presence of the Creator in our lives we are giving
our lives existence and meaning.

The month of Elulis our meeting with the end of the year, with the goal.

This is a time to awaken from the dream of routine. To snap out of the
fantasy that everything is permanent and will exist forever. Toremember
that the reality that was introduced during the past year is moving forward
all the time to bring us to a specific goal.

It seems that in light of what we have experienced this year, we are
supposed to cope better with the question of if and how much the Creator
has a significant presence in our lives.
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