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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Ki Savo Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— o

—/

Reclaiming the Power of our Shuls

_——

—

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

One of the wonderful brachos we find in this week's parashah is: 5nn%3
PEOR N2 YT DY APRY) NIRANYY DY NN AYY TWR DD 92 7Y 197y
727 7WR2 — Hakadosh Baruch Hu will elevate us and make us supreme for
praise, for fame, and for majesty. The Baal Haturim and other Rishonim
wonder, what is the meaning of the triple lashon, nxan% oy nonnY?

The Baal Haturim explains that when Klal Yisrael keep the mitzvos
correctly, davening properly in shul and praising Hakadosh Baruch Hu
there (n%nnY), while crediting everything to the Name of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu (nw?), we are mamlich Hakadosh Baruch Hu and place a crown
upon Him, k'veyachol: nxon%. That's if we daven properly and do things
the way they should be. But, the Baal Haturim continues, a person who
speaks sichas chullin in shul does the opposite — he's showing bizayon to
Hakadosh Baruch Hul!

The Baal Haturim adds that if we are mamlich Hakadosh Baruch Hu
properly in shul, then He will be mamlich us outside of shul, as we say on
Pesach: piywrIa DivmavYY Dawy wpTvw 0y, Why does Hakadosh
Baruch Hu give a tzaddik a crown? Because he gives Hakadosh Baruch
Hu a crown, nxan oWy nynn?, when he davens properly in shul. The
Chofetz Chaim notes that the wording is Dn>wRI2 DMV — their
crowns on their heads, meaning crowns that they deserve. Because they
made and gave a crown to Hakadosh Baruch Hu by davening in shul, they
therefore receive in return DYWRI2 DHMIOY.

If, however, we don't treat the shul correctly, then we suffer the bizayon
that we caused for Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

The Chida (Shem Hagedolim) asks why we need to articulate with our
mouths our tefillos and requests to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Surely Hakadosh
Baruch Hu knows exactly what we need, what we want, and what we feel
in our heart, so why the need to speak it out?

He explains that beyond the words that we utter when we come to shul
and daven to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Hakadosh Baruch Hu uses every letter
of the Alef-Beis to create words that we didn’t say and sentences that we
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didn’t even think of, and these words and sentences create a tiferes for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is the reason why tefillah is so powerful and the
reason why we have to treat a shul with the requisite kavod.

If, on the other hand, we don't treat a shul properly, then the Gemara
issues a dire warning (Megillah 28b): maawnN 12 PawYNNY NoIdN M1
nnn DR 11 PrYn — if a shul is used to make mathematical or financial
calculations, even for a mitzvah, then R"I the punishment can be that the
shul will endure the degradation of being used to store the dead.

We see, then, that if we daven properly in shul, the shul and the tefillos
recited in it are invested with incredible kedushah. If, however, we don't
treat the shul correctly, then chas v'shalom the punishment can be severe.

The meforshim note that the word dibbur contains with a vav from the
Name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, n--n-. If a person is careful to ensure that
his dibbur is always holy, and speaks only devarim shebekedushah in shul,
then his speech is dibbur with a vav. But if he speaks divrei chullin in shul,
he takes away the vav and the kedushah. Similarly, we find that Efron’s
name is spelled without a vav — 119y — when there’s no kedushah. On the
other hand, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave an os to Kayin, and the Zohar says
this was the letter vav, which is a letter of kedushah.

When a person is makpid to speak only words of kedushah in shul, it's a
dibbur. If, chas v'shalom, he takes away the vav by failing to speak devarim
shebekedushah in shul, that brings dever — a plague — upon Klal Yisrael.

Similarly, the Kav Hayashar tells us that a person who's not careful with
the kedushah of a shul pries away the Shechinah from the shul.

The Shulchan Aruch, citing Rabbeinu Yonah, writes that if a person
schmoozes in shul instead of davening, his sin is too great to be forgiven:
RWIN MY 9. That's a very strong lashon. This wording actually
originated with Kayin, who asked Hakadosh Baruch Hu: Xwan »my 9v13?
Rashi explains that he was telling Hashem: You carry the entire universe,
but You can't forgive my sin?
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That argument, says Rabbeinu Yonah, worked for Kayin, but if a person
speaks in shul when he shouldn't be speaking, then it really is 11my 5173
RWIn — his aveirah is too great to be forgiven.

That's why the Shulchan Aruch, cited in Mishnah Berurah, states that
if a person speaks out of place in shul, you reprimand him: 12 o»ymn. We
rebuke him not only because he's doing an aveirah by speaking in shul,
but because he's harming the other people in the shul — they want their
tefillos to be answered, but that can happen only if the shul is a makom
kadosh, where the Shechinah dwells. If someone is speaking in shul and
not treating the shul with the proper kedushah and kavod, then he's driving
away the Shechinah, and the other people’s tefillos are not going to be
answered. This is an issue we face every time we come to shul.

During the time of Dovid Hamelech, Klal Yisrael suffered a terrible
mageifah (II Shmuel 24), and the Yalkut says: Why did this terrible mageifah
happen? Because the people of the generation should have asked for a
Beis Hamikdash, and they didn't. This showed a lack of kavod for the place
of the Shechinah in this world, and for that they were punished with a
mageifah. When Dovid Hamelech immediately made plans for building
the Beis Hamikdash, the mageifah ended.

Today, when we don't have a Beis Hamikdash, a shul is the dwelling
of Hashem'’s Shechinah in the world. If we want to daven in shul, and we
beg Hakadosh Baruch Hu to give us a shul, and we treat the shul with the
correct kedushah, then our tefillos will be answered and all the words that
we say will go up to Shomayim and create a tiferes for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu — which, in turn, will create a tiferes for every one of us: D N VM
NP2V P 0NN DNYWRIA. This is the madreigah that we strive for every
time we daven in shul, and if we daven this way we will achieve nynn%
naxon’ oY,

Chazal say that at times a mechitzah shel barzel obstructs Klal Yisrael
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and the Ye'aros Devash explains that this
iron barrier is created by people who speak in shul out of place. Dovid
Hamelech expresses this idea in Tehillim with the words: 5% 1391 nmo

R)2N D NwIa |5

n%om ayn — You covered your Shechinah with a cloud that doesn't
allow our tefillos to rise to Shomayim. Why does this happen? Because
people speak words in shul that should not be spoken there. This echoes
the Baal Haturim's statement that 9 0 nnPw Nw is the exact opposite
of nRan% oW nynny.

Onthe other hand, if we're careful to treat our shuls with kedushah, then
we can merit the fulfillment of the Mishnah's statement in Avos: nnxa 89
TwYN TINY Nk MIN — the pillar of smoke goes straight up because there's
no wind made from sichas chullin in shul, which could blow away our tefillos.

The Smak notes that we find in the Midrash and Gemara, and we have
atradition from our ancestors and have seen this practically as well, that a
shul where people behave lightheadedly is ultimately destroyed, because
the Shechinah has been driven away from it.

The Chofetz Chaim writes, in Zechor L'Miriam, that we are waiting and
davening for the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash, but this can be compared
to a king who was asked to build a palace in a city, and he responded that
he would first see if the people were according him honor. Similarly, says
the Chofetz Chaim, Hashem is watching whether we accord honor to our
shuls, and based on that He will decide whether to build the Beis Hamikdash.

The Netziv, in Parashas Korach, points out that first the Torah says:
naann XYM, and then, two pesukim later, it says: nIxy1 noanm. Why
the repetition? He explains that first, the plague stopped temporarily,
but it was still lurking and liable to return. Subsequently, it disappeared
completely, as indicated by the words: n7xy1 naann). In the merit of our
turning our shuls into places of n9Ran% DWH nynn?, we, too, should see
the plague we are facing disappear quickly.

May we be zocheh to daven properly in shul and create an amud ha'ashan
that goes straight up to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, may Hakadosh Baruch Hu
remove the mechitzah shel barzel, and may we should see the fulfillment
in our generation of NIRanY DY) nYnn? and attain the madreigah of
NIV PIN DINN DVWRIL DPMIOPY PAVY DPITN.
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