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S9ARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
. Below is an English adaptation of this weeks'
Ki Savo / Elul Parsha Preview which can be heard live every

Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Keep Moving!

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznick Shlita

In this week's parashah we have the
berachos and the klalos, and in the berachos
it says, ANNY2 NAX 12 AX22 NAX 2 Rashi
cites the Gemara’s statement (Bava Metzia
107a) that draws a parallel between the
person’s entrance to this world and his exit
from it: nn ,071v2 YK D71V [N JNNXY KNNY
NDN X721 D71VN |0 JNNRXY 10 ,KDN K72 071V7 JNN"M
— just as you entered the world free of sin,
you should leave free of sin.

The mefarshei Rashi note that although
Rashi does not make a similar comment
regarding the corresponding klalah, nax WX
ANRY2 AN WINIAXA3, this curse nevertheless
mirrors that blessing, and implies that your
leaving the world should be without mitzvos,
just as you came into the world without
mitzvos.

| was wondering, what would happen
if someone left the world with no mitzvos
and no aveiros? Would he be considered a
rasha? A tzaddik? A beinoni? What is he?

The Magen Avraham (288:14) cites the
Acharonim who rule that if a woman is having
difficulty giving birth on Shabbos, you are
allowed to daven for her on Shabbos with
the ordinary nusach of the Mi Shebeirach for
a choleh, although we are required to alter
it for other cholim. This case is different,
explains the Magen Avraham, because it is
possible that this newborn baby, who has no
aveiros, is considered a tzaddik who can tip
the balance of the world towards merit.

Obviously, a baby has no mitzvos either;
yet it can tip the world’'s balance because
it has a clean slate, and that means that
it is a tzaddik. We might assume, then,
that a person who leaves this world with
no mitzvos and no aveiros would also be
considered a tzaddik who could tilt the world
towards merit. If so, we can ask, why is it a
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curse for a person to leave this world the
way he entered, without mitzvos, if he has
no aveiros either? Admittedly, this scenario
is a bit difficult to imagine, but in theory, if
a person left this world with no mitzvos and
no aveiros, he would have a clean slate, so
shouldn’t he be considered a tzaddik?

The answer is simple: If a person is
born with no mitzvos and no aveiros, he is
considered a tzaddik, but if he leaves the
world that way, he is no longer considered
a tzaddik. What did he do in Olam Hazeh? He
was sent here to accomplish and to grow,
but instead, he left the same way he entered.

That is an arur, a curse.

In the berachos, the blessing is that
a person should leave the world without
aveiros, and have the ability to shteig and
do only mitzvos. But to go out of the world
without mitzvos, even if the person could
leave without aveiros either, is absolutely a
klalah.

The Curse of No Change

The Gemara (Niddah 30b) teaches that
when a baby is born, he has to swear that
he will be a tzaddik and not a rasha, and that
even if the entire world tells him that he is a
tzaddik, he should view himself as a rasha.
This seems to be a direct contradiction of
the Mishnah’s statement in Avos, yw1l nn 7n1
XY 13192,

We can explain that in Avos, Chazal
are saying that a person should never look
at himself as a rasha, because that will
cause him to despair. In Niddah, Chazal are
referring to something else. When a person
is sent into Olam Hazeh, he is assigned a job,
and his neshamah is not supposed to come
back after 120 in the same state it departed.
During the person’s lifetime, he is meant to
constantly grow bigger and better. When the
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neshamah is told to promise to be a tzaddik,
it means that the person always has to grow.
Even if the entire world pats you on the back
and congratulates you for being such a great
talmid chacham, or for davening so well, of
for doing so much chessed, realize that you
have a lot further to go. When people say,
“Wow, you made it, | wish | could be like you,”
don’t let that stop you from growing. If you
wouldn’t have more growing to do, then you
wouldn’t be here in this world anymore. That's
what Olam Hazeh is for — to continue going
further and further.

Sometimes you meet someone you
haven’'t seen in a long time and he says,
“Yankel, you haven’'t changed a bit.”

In a sense, that's a klalah!

You haven’t seen him in years, and you're
the same person? Your davening is the same,
your learning is the same, your mitzvos are
the same? How can that be? What are you
doing here? If you're the same as you were
back then, you've wasted your timel!

Yes, All Our Needs

Chazal instituted that the berachah
of 27y 72 "7 nwyw should be said when we
put on our shoes in the morning, and the
mefarshim discuss why this berachah
relates specifically to shoes, as opposed
to our many other needs that Hashem fills.
The Chochmas Shlomo (Hilchos Berachos,
siman 46) explains that there is a profound
message here.

How can a person make this berachah
every day, thanking Hashem for giving him
everything he needs? | can make a very long
list of things that | need, or | think | need, and
| don’t have! This might even be a berachah
levatalah, says the Chochmas Shlomo.

It must be, he concludes, that with this
berachah that we say every day we fulfill
Chazal’s dictum that we bless Hashem for
the bad just as we bless Him for the good.
Why should a person bless Hashem for the
bad? It’'s because we are meant to realize that
everything that is sent to us from Shomayim
that seems bad — nisyonos, yissurim, tzaros
— are for a good purpose: to bring us to Olam
Haba, and to help us become greater people.
Indeed, Yitzchak Avinu asked for yissurim,
because he wanted to opportunity to grow
through them.

Whatever is sent to us, explains the
Chochmas Shlomo, whether it seems bad
or good, is all specifically designed from
Heaven to help us achieve what we are meant
to achieve in this world.
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The Ramchal, in Derech Hashem,
discusses how every individual’'s life and
nisyonos are tailor-made for him to help him
reach hissheleimus.This,says the Chochmas
Shlomo, is the significance of saying 7 nuyy
127x 72 specifically with regard to shoes. If a
person doesn’'t have shoes, he can’t go far.
But a person is meant to be a holeich, and
to go places. A person who sits at home and
doesn’'t go anywhere doesn’'t need shoes,
and therefore, when a personis putting on his
shoes and becoming a holeich, he makes the
berachah of 27y 72 "7 nwyy, acknowledging
that everything he has is intended to help him
to constantly be holeich, so that he can grow
in avodas Hashem and reach his sheleimus.

If wedidn'thave our nisyonos andyissurim,
we would basically be sitting in one place,
and we would not be holeich. But the point of
Olam Hazeh is not to sit in one place. That's
why the baby promises before he enters this
world that he will always be a holeich, every
day of his life. That's the berachah of nwyy
127y 73 77. When we make this berachah, we
have to realize, as Rav Wolbe writes in Alei
Shur, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us all
the tools we need today to accomplish what
we are meant to do.

An electrician once came to my house to
fix something, and he asked me for a plyer,
and then for another tool. | wondered what
kind of electrician he was, coming as he
had without tools, and he explained that his
toolbox was locked into the trunk of his car
and for some reason he couldn’t open it. How
can a person do his work like that?

Hakadosh Baruch Hu equips us with the
toolbox we need each day, each week, each
month, and each year, so that we can be
holeich and fulfill our purpose, which enables
us to reach sheleimus and merit Olam Haba.
When we say 27x 73 "7 nwyy, we are thanking
Hashem for giving me everything we need to
be a holeich.

The Mishnah teaches, in Shekalim, that
once a year beis din would go out to repair
the roadways. That was their preparation
to make it easier for people to travel and
be holeich. During this time of teshuvah and
tikkun,in these days of Elul — "7 TiTI TiT7 "IN —
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu is close to us and
accepts our teshuvah, we are also repairing
our ways, so that our halichah in the coming
year should be smooth and successful.

We should all be zocheh to a kesivah
v’chasimah tovah and a gut gebentsched
yahr.
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