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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

True Love Needs Boundaries
Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager shlita

The eighth day of the Mishkan’s inauguration, the day the
Ohel Moed was finally erected, was one of the greatest days
in the history of the world. Chazal apply to it the term Dt
27 NNnw; they also say (Megillah 10b) that Hashem’s joy on
that day was like the joy of the day heaven and earth were
created. This was a day of hashra’as haShechinah, which
was one of the reasons for the creation of this earthly world.

The Torah tells us that on this eighth day there was an entire
sequence of korbanos that Aharon had to offer in order to
bring down the Shechinah. But then, a terrible tragedy took
place, with the death of Aharon’s sons, Nadav and Avihu,
who brought an “foreign fire” and were then consumed by
a heavenly fire.

Not only were Nadav and Avihu gedolei Yisrael, but, as
Moshe Rabbeinu noted, in a certain sense they were even
greater than Moshe and Aharon. What made their deaths
even more tragic was the timing: they died on this great
day of 127 nnnw Dir.

But why did they have to die now?

What makes the timing of their deaths even more puzzling
is that many other reasons are given for why Nadav and
Avihu deserved to die; the Baal Haturim offers six different
reasons, and Rashi, citing the Gemara in Eruvin, brings
two of these reasons - that they issued a halachic ruling
in the presence of Moshe, their rebbi, and that they drank
wine before entering the Mishkan. Another reason the Baal
Haturim mentions is that they gazed at the Shechinah at
the time of Mattan Torah. According to this last reason
especially, why did they die now, long after Mattan Torah?

According to the simple pshat, that the reason they were
punished was that they brought an alien fire, it is logical that
they died immediately upon offering it. But Rashi doesn’t
even mention that reason here, so it seems that this is not
the main reason. Why, then, did Hakadosh Baruch Hu choose
to mete out punishment to them on this day, of all times?

Moreover, as Rashi says in Parashas Mishpatim, regarding
the passuk 7xaw g7 NNAXT, although Nadav and Avihu
deserved to die immediately because they gazed at the
Shechinah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu did not want to mar the
joy of the giving of the Torah, so He waited until the day
of the Chanukas HaMishkan. But if Hashem didn’t want to
ruin the joy of that day, why did He wait specifically until
the day of the hashraas haShechinah in the Mishkan? Why
wasn’t it a problem to mar the joy of ia7 nnnw 0i?

Separation = Sanctity

Immediately after relating that a fire emanated from Hashem
and consumed Nadav and Avihu, the passuk says, n¥n 10N

1PYNYIO |4

TAIN DY 7219 7VIYUTPN QTP IDNT "N 2T WX NIN DN 7X
NN DT'1.Moshe Rabbeinu was apparently answering this very
question, by explaining that Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself
said that the day of the Mishkan’s inauguration would be
a time of ¥TpPN 12772, when Hashem would be sanctified
through the death of those who were closest to Him. Rashi
notes that Hakadosh Baruch Hu had said earlier, nny 1Tyl
1T2D2 YT 7KXW 1117, meaning that He had designated
the Mishkan as a place where he would “meet” Klal Yisrael,
and on the day of that meeting, there would have to be a
special expression of the sanctity of the Mishkan: wTpnw
DIPN 7w 1YTIN2A NN, Moshe told Aharon that he understood
that this expression would occur through either himself or
Aharon being taken away, but now that he sees that it was
Nadav and Avihu who died, he realizes that they are greater
than himself and Aharon.

Moshe Rabbeinu seems to be saying that the timing of the
death of Nadav and Avihu was intentional: It had to coincide
with the inauguration of the Mishkan, and this “sanctification”
was actually an integral element of that chanukas habayis.
Mattan Torah was not the time when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
created His “house,” where He would dwell among Klal
Yisrael, so this sanctification did not have to happen then.
But now, when the Mishkan was being inaugurated, His
house had to be sanctified, and that happened through the
death of Nadav and Avihu. Indeed, regarding the words ‘7v|
TAIN DYN 72119, Rashi comments: D' TXA ' T NIV N"1pnwd
D7PNNIN7VNnI NN,

How did the death of these tzaddikim cause the Mishkan
to be sanctified?

Kedushah implies separation and designation; for instance,
during the procedure of kiddushin, a woman is separated
and designated exclusively for her husband, and becomes
off-limits to the rest of the world. Similarly, when an item
is declared hekdesh, it is separated from mundane use.

No Room for Deviation

The house of Hashem is a place that has to run purely
according to His will. Elsewhere in the world, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu allows for the existence of evil, so it is possible for
people to exercise bechirah and defy His will. In the Mishkan,
however, Hakadosh Baruch Hu created an atmosphere of
absolute adherence to ratzon Hashem. There, it had to be
clear that even the slightest deviation from His will would
be met with middas hadin. Firm boundaries had to be in
place to ensure that in Hashem’s dwelling, no one would
ever step out of line.

All of Nadav and Avihu’s misdeeds, according to the various
opinions of why they deserved to die, were not actual sins;
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rather, they were all expressions of their attempt to come
close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but in the wrong way. Since
they veered slightly from ratzon Hashem, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu meted out judgment to them, since such conduct is
outside the framework of the kedushah of Hashem’s House,
where His will must be performed with exactitude.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu chose precisely this time of the
Mishkan’s inauguration to make this announcement of the
sanctity of His House, demonstrating that here, no drifting
from His will whatsoever would be tolerated.

Not only was this an integral part of the chanukas habayis,
but this is exactly what was needed in order to create a
home for the Shechinah, where Klal Yisrael could cleave to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and live with Him, as it were.

Inner Love; Outer Boundaries

The Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash were places of closeness
to Hashem and love between Him and Klal Yisrael. Indeed,
the Beis Hamikdash is described in Shir Hashirim as q1x11Jin
N20N. Hakadosh Baruch Hu had to make this announcement
of sanctity, through the death of Nadav and Avihu, in order to
create a context for this house of His because, when creating
a house where love reigns, there is a grave danger that the
ahavah will result in the loss of boundaries. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu had to ensure that this place of love is surrounded and
enveloped by yirah, which would form the backdrop for
the ahavah and instill boundaries.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is Avinu, yes, but He is also Malkeinu,
and we can never forget that.

When a person has ahavah for Hakadosh Baruch Hu without
yirah, he will easily veer off the correct path. Chazal (Sifri,
Parashas Va’eschanan) teach that both ahavah and yirah are
necessary because if a person has only ahavah, he might
come to be b1 against Hakadosh Baruch Hu. What does
it mean to be by (literally, “kick”)? On a simple level, it
means the person feels too comfortable, too “heimish,” which
can cause him to drift away from the careful fulfillment of
ratzon Hashem. On a deeper level, however, it means that
boundless love, without the structure imposed by yirah,
can lead a person to devalue the connection. The Gemara
describes this devaluation of a relationship using the term
libo gas bah, which implies that when people become too
close, the connection loses its value. That is problematic
in any relationship, but certainly in the connection with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Regarding our relationship with Him,
Chazal ask incredulously, are we ever equals with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu (Xx'nw 1072 NNINaN)?

We always have to remember that our kesher with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu must be infused with awe, a fusion of ahavah and
yirah. This is the atmosphere that had to reign in the house
of Hashem, and the chanukas habayis therefore required
this announcement of ¥ TN 12772, This was actually part
of the simchah of the chanukas haMishkan, because it
made it possible for us to “live” with Hakadosh Baruch Hu
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in the proper way.

The “sins” of Nadav and Avihu - obviously, on their exalted
level - were all in this same arena, where there was an
overflow of ahavah that resulted in a libo gas bah-type of
behavior. This explains why they issued a halachic ruling
in the presence of their rebbi, and why they gazed at the
Shechinah, and so on. But it is critical that in the makom
haMikdash, the ahavah is constrained by yirah. Indeed, we
find both these elements associated with the Beis Hamikdash.
We say in Mussaf, N2NN2 1107 2P NwYINTA ..0ON QDIN NN,
and, on the other hand, we end Shemoneh Esrei with the
tefillah for the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash, adding
NN ) T2V) DY

When the passuk describes the Beis Hamikdash as q1x112in
NN, it is emphasizing that the ahavah is on the inside.
Outside, there are boundaries. There are walls, and there are
rules. A person cannot enter the Mishkan or Beis Hamikdash
if he is tamei. A zar cannot go past a certain point. The
Kohanim must wash their hands and feet before performing
the avodah. These rules remind us that this is the place not
only of Avinu, but of Malkeinu - and don’t lose sight of that.

This message of ¥ TN 2172, teaching us how to truly live with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, is so, so important for our generation.
The approach in chinuch today is one of ahavah, because
people today crave warmth, and ahavah is the vibe that
touches the heart of our generation. So we encourage people
to speak openly to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to relate to mitzvos
with love, and so on - which is truly very important. But
this emphasis on ahavah can also cause people to veer off
the correct path and lose focus on the proper way to serve
Hashem. They can forget that He is also Malkeinu, which
may lead them to behave in ways that are against His will,
and ultimately lose the true kesher with Him.

True closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu cannot happen
without boundaries. Ahavah without those boundaries
causes a person to lose appreciation for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, Who becomes, in their eyes, like a tomato in the shuk.
But He is not a tomato in the shuk that you can toss around
and do whatever you want with. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
gavoah mei’al gavoah, and when we remember that, not
only do we develop yirah — which is crucial in and of itself,
because it ensures that we serve Hashem properly — but
we also come to love Hakadosh Baruch Hu, because yirah
is what brings us to real ahavah. The ahavah is complete
only when there is yirah.

Moshe Rabbeinu expressed this when he told Aharon, xiin
YTPN 272 0N7 'N 12T N Hakadosh Baruch Hu sanctified
His house by inaugurating it with an atmosphere of yirah,
which created the structure in which a genuine relationship
of ahavah and closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu could
flourish.

Gut Shabbos.
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