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Parashas
Tazria/
Hachodesh

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

¢

_——

Time for Autonomy

—

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita

This Shabbos we read Parashas Hachodesh, the last of the four parashiyos
that begin with Parashas Shekalim ushering in Purim and conclude with
Parashas Hachodesh, which heralds the arrival of Chodesh Nissan and
Pesach. The mefarshim explain the reason we read each of these parashiyos,
and I'would like to discuss why Chazal instituted the reading of Parashas
Hachodesh.

The Mishnah Berurah, citing the Levush, explains that the Parashas
Hachodesh serves as a form of kiddush hachodesh for Chodesh Nissan,
when the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh began: 2n57 1921 WTIN VTPY 772
DWTN WRI DY A1 WTINN nna. Rashi in Maseches Megillah explains,
however, that Parashas Hachodesh —which also contains a discussion of
the halachos of Pesach - s read as an introduction to the upcoming Yom
Tov of Pesach. It appears, then, that there is a fundamental machlokes
regarding the focus of Parashas Hachodesh: Are we merely focusing on the
opening line of Parashas Hachodesh that discusses kiddush hachodesh of
Nissan, in the passuk of D% Ny WNN, or are we primarily concerned with
the many pesukim that follow regarding the halachos of Korban Pesach
and the Yom Tov of Pesach?

In addition, both of these explanations for why we read Parashas
Hachodesh seem perplexing. If, as Rashi says, the focus of Parashas
Hachodesh is the pesukim about Pesach, then why is it called Parashas
Hachodesh and not Parashas Pesach? And if, as the Levush says, the purpose
of Parashas Hachodesh is to be mekadesh Chodesh Nissan, then why do
we continue reading the following pesukim that are all about Pesach? Is
it simply a technicality, in order to complete the whole parashah?

Furthermore, why did Chazal deem it important to read Parashas
Hachodesh in order to be mekadesh Chodesh Nissan? The Torah mandates
ayearly celebration of Pesach and Yetzias Mitzrayim, but why do we need
to celebrate the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh every Nissan?

Independence Month

The fact that the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh was inaugurated in Nissan
and given together with all the halachos of Pesach seems to indicate that
there is a strong and profound link between these two mitzvos.

The opening Rashi in Parashas Bereishis states that kiddush hachodesh

YN NV | 4

was the first mitzvah given to all of Klal Yisrael: 7% 190 89 pnx 127 908
N2 NORIV NIVRT MXN RNIWY DIV NN WTINDN ROR 1NN DR 9Nnng
987w, What is so fundamental about this mitzvah that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu deemed it worthy of being the first mitzvah given to Klal Yisrael, even
before Mattan Torah, as a prelude to Yetzias Mitzrayim? Furthermore, in the
mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh the Torah emphasizes that this mitzvah is
forKlal Yisrael -n3% n1n wnn - which seems to connote that we actually
received something through this mitzvah. What did we get?

Inaddition, the Ohr Hachaim notes that there is an apparent redundancy
in the passuk: NIWn *WTNY D27 RIN NURI DY WRI D7 D YTND.
If this passuk is informing us that Nissan is the first month, why does it
have to say mwn wx1 D7 N1 WTNn and then restate that by saying
MWD WTN? 02 XN NURT?

The Sforno offers a key insight into the correlation between kiddush
hachodesh and the freedom we achieved through Yetzias Mitzrayim. He
explains that in the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh we were given dominion
over time itself: we received the right to govern the months and decide
when they begin and end. This, explains the Sforno, is the difference
between an eved and a ben chorin. An eved works very hard, but many a
ben chorin works just as hard. The quintessential difference between the
two s that the eved has no control over his time; he is totally bound to the
authority and whims of his master, who decides how he should spend his
time. A ben chorin can choose to work very hard, but he still has control
over his time and can use it as he wishes.

The mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh was a huge transition for Klal
Yisrael, as it represented their graduation from avadim to bnei chorin
whose time is their own: m3% n1n WTnn. Nissan was the first month in
which we experienced this independence and were granted the bechirah
to focus our time and efforts on avodas Hashem. That is the significance of
Chodesh Nissan being nywn »WTn? 037 R0 YR —it's the firstmonthin
which we had that bechirah. Accordingly, we can understand why kiddush
hachodesh was the first mitzvah given to Klal Yisrael, as it is the seminal
prerequisite to being an eved Hashem who is independent and capable of
being mekabel ol mitzvos at Har Sinai.

It is also very appropriate that Chodesh Nissan, the month of Yetzias
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Mitzrayim, was chosen to inaugurate this mitzvah, which reflects the
transformation of Klal Yisrael from avadim into bnei chorin and avdei Hashem.

Of Birth and Rebirth

With this in mind, we can now appreciate the fundamental connection
between the kiddush hachodesh and Pesach. Pesach is the Yom Tov that
celebrates the birth of Klal Yisrael, which happened when they were able
to break out of the physical and spiritual shackles of Mitzrayim and gain
control of their time, achieve autonomy over their decision making, and
have a mind of their own. This cheirus was manifested in the Korban Pesach,
inwhich Klal Yisrael were instructed to take the deity of the Mitzriyim and
slaughter it publicly. This was the pinnacle of freedom and independent
thinking, and marked the beginning of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

The juxtaposition of the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh of Nissan and
the Yom Tov of Pesach is not merely a chronological coincidence, but
rather a reflection of the process of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Nissan is a month
of birth and rebirth, as we know that the world was created in Nissan and
that Klal Yisrael were redeemed in Nissan and reborn as bnei chorin who
were capable of becoming avdei Hashem. This process of redemption began
with Korban Pesach and eventually climaxed with Yetzias Mitzrayim at the
height of Chodesh Nissan, the fifteenth of the month.

Incidentally, this explains why the author of the Haggadah entertains
the possibility that we should start commemorating Yetzias Mitzrayim
already on Rosh Chodesh Nissan; the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh
conferred freedom upon the Yidden and marked the beginning of the
process of redemption.

We can now understand that, according to the Levush, the reason
Chazal instituted the reading of Parashas Hachodesh was not simply in
order to be mekadesh the month of Nissan, but rather to celebrate the
granting of autonomy that it represented, which was the introduction to
the freedom we gained through Yetzias Mitzrayim. That is the significance
of Parashas Hachodesh, and it therefore makes sense to read the passuk
of kiddush hachodesh as an introduction to, and along with, the larger
discussion of Pesach, because together, they symbolize the entire avodah
of Chodesh Nissan.

Similarly, even though Rashi holds that the purpose of Parashas
Hachodesh is to discuss the upcoming Yom Tov of Pesach, we still refer to
itas Parashas Hachodesh because the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh is the
foundation for introducing the Yom Tov of cheirus and Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Constant Rejuvenation

The Sfas Emes reveals to us an even more profound transformation
thatKlal Yisrael experienced when they were given the mitzvah of kiddush
hachodesh. The nations of the world follow the solar calendar, which
follows the yearly cycle of the sun, whereas Klal Yisrael follows the lunar
calendar, which follows the monthly cycle of the moon. The Sfas Emes
notes that the sun is static: Wpwn nnm YN Y2 PRI, whereas the moon
is in a constant state of flux and rejuvenation. This idea is reflected in
the word chodesh, month, which connotes the continual hischadshus of
the moon. In contrast, the word shanah, year, is derived from the root of
shinun, repetition - the opposite of hischadshus.
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The Midrash, on the passuk of n2?7 n1n Wi, describes how Klal Yisrael
are mired in transgressions due to their yetzer hara, but nevertheless do
teshuvah. The Sfas Emes explains that this is a reference to the power of
hischadshus that was given to Klal Yisrael with the mitzvah of n1n wWnn
D27: we were granted the ability bounce back and renew ourselves, like
the moon. The key to this hischadshus, continues the Sfas Emes, is dveikus
to the Eibishter, who deliberately created the world in a fashion of wTnn
TN DY 932 12101 and wants us to constantly seek hischadshus in our
avodas Hashem and to grow in our ruchniyus. To do that, we must fight
the force of habit, which causes us to become complacent and assume
that there is no need for or possibility of hischadshus.

The chassidisheh sefarim explain that a deeper reason why we dance
during kiddush levanah, as we seek to internalize the idea of kiddush
hachodesh and the moon’s middah of hischadshus, is that we are trying to
elevate ourselves from hergel, habit. The word hergel is related to the word
regel, foot, and as we dance, we lift our feet off the ground to symbolize
our desire to achieve hischadshus rather than be mired in hergel. That's
also why we wish one another shalom Aleichem, signifying that we are
briyos chadashos who will be renewed like the moon.

Although we know that we have the power to renew ourselves, the
yetzer hara often convinces us that we are a lost cause: we have drifted so
far from Torah and mitzvos and done so many aveiros that we no longer
stand a chance of hischadshus.

This is a grave error. The Torah taught this lesson of hischadshus,
conveyed through the mitzvah of kiddush hachodesh, at a point when Klal
Yisrael was in a state of 779 07y nR) —which, Rashi explains, means that
they were bare of mitzvos. They had no redeeming quality, not an iota of
kedushah to boast of —and at that point the Eibishter came and told them:
D27 NN WTNN - you are in control of your time, you can change, you can
be ann oy 931 11302 WINN, like the middah of the moon.

The Torah tells us:...0772Y 172N DIXHNN DNRY? IWYR 11D TP DR NIT
DIARN YN RY’ DRR 017, and we can explain that in all generations
we must constantly remember the incredible gift of koach hachiddush
that we received during Yetzias Mitzrayim, a gift that was introduced
through kiddush hachodesh of Chodesh Nissan and that enabled us to
free ourselves from Mitzrayim and become independent bnei chorin. This
transformation occurred 20280 WTN3, in the spring, the season of new
growth that symbolizes hischadshus.

We are all, baruch Hashem, very busy with so many things, but we
must remember that the difference between an eved I'avadim and a ben
chorin is not how hard we are working, but whether we are in control of
our time. Is it m3% n1n WTNN? Are we making good decisions in how we
budget our time, or are we enslaved, chas v'shalom, to the Western belief
that time is money?

This is the message of Parashas Hachodesh and the beginning of
the avodah of the Chodesh Nissan, the month of geulah. May we all be
zocheh to internalize this koach of hischadshus that Parashas Hachodesh
conveys, so that in any area in which we might feel that we have drifted,
we can grasp the middah of the moon and build ourselves up during this
time of 02 N1 WNN.

A gutten Shabbos and a gutten chodesh Nissan.
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