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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

Shabbos
Hagadol

L— ° —
A Great Shabbos, for Many Reasons
[ ° —

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

The Shulchan Aruch, in siman 430, says that the Shabbos before Pesach
is called “Shabbos Hagadol" because of the great nes that happened that
day, whenKlal Yisrael were able to slaughter the avodah zarah of Mitzrayim
without being stopped by the Mitzriyim. That day was 10 Nissan, which
was a Shabbos.

The minhag is that the rav says a drashah on Shabbos Hagadol, which
is perhaps another reason why it's called Shabbos Hagadol; the Shibbolei
Haleket writes that people come home late from shul because there's a
long drashah, so the day seems to stretch on longer than most. In many
shuls, the drashah is at 4:30 in the afternoon, perhaps coinciding with
the siman in Shulchan Aruch that discusses Shabbos Hagadol, siman 430.

The passuk in Yeshayah states: pwh v DY *miry, and that alludes
to the two days on which there are supposed to be drashos: Shabbos
Shuvah and Shabbos Hagadol. Furthermore, Chazal say that if Klal Yisrael
would keep two Shabbosos properly, they would be redeemed. Those
two Shabbosos are Shabbos Shuvah, which is a time of yirah, before Yom
Kippur, and Shabbos Hagadol, which is a time of ahavah, before Pesach.
If Klal Yisrael would keep these two Shabbasos, that would be enough.

Rav Naftali of Ropshitz, it is said, once gave a drashah on Shabbos
Hagadol about ma'os chittin and noted that the prevailing custom is to
raise a contradiction in the Rambam and then reconcile it. He raised the
following contradiction: on one hand, the Rambam says in Hilchos Chametz
U'matzah that we are obligated to eat matzah, drink four cups of wine, and
eat a Yom Tov seudah on Pesach, and all this costs a lot of money, money
that many people don't have. On the other hand, the Rambam writes very
clearly that theft is forbidden. He was hinting to the audience that there’s
a way to reconcile these two statements of the Rambam.

Rav Chaim Palagi, in his Haggadah, offers a different explanation of why
this Shabbos is called Shabbos Hagadol. He cites a teshuvah of the Radvaz
that discusses whether a prisoner who is granted a one-day furlough from
jail should take the opportunity immediately, even if it's a regular day, or
should postpone the furlough until a special day, such as Yom Kippur or
Purim. Shabbos Hagadol, says Rav Chaim Palagi, has all of the features of
this type of special day. First of all, it's Shabbos. Second, it has an element
of Yom Kippur, since on that day Klal Yisrael fulfilled the commandment
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of XY D27 11 12WN, which involved detaching themselves from avodah
zarah, as happens on Yom Kippur. Third, Shabbos Hagadol is similar to Purim
in the sense that it was a day of pirsum hanes: the great nes that happened
whenKlal Yisrael took their sheep without interference by the Mitzriyim.

How, indeed, were Klal Yisrael able to slaughter the avodah zarah of
Mitzriyim, considering that they were enslaved to them? How did they
have the courage to do that?

We can explain that Yosef Hatzaddik paved the way for them to do
this, as the passuk in Parashas Mikeitz states: 127 N2y mava. This set a
precedent forKlal Yisrael, who were able to do the same many years later.

Similarly, the Torah states at the end of Parashas Vayigash that Yosef
established a policy that the Mitzriyim had to give Pharaoh one-fifth of
their produce as a tax to Pharaoh, as he instructed them: nxyana nm
N7V YL DY Y TN Y2IR) N9 wonn onnn. The Chidah, among
others, explains that the Yidden were supposed to be in Mitzrayim for 430
years, and 430 is five times 86. Originally, the shibbud in Mitzrayim was
supposed to last 430 years, which was five "yados” — measures - of 86.
Klal Yisrael actually spent 210 years in Mitzrayim, but only 86 of those,
or one-fifth of 430, were years of shibud - just as Yosef had established
that Pharaoh should be given one-fifth.

The gematria of kos is also 86, and on Pesach we drink four kosos,
corresponding to the four measures of shibbud that we did not endure.
If you multiply 86 by 4, you get 344 - the number of years we were
spared from shibud - which is the gematria of the word nwa plus the
four letters of the word. We were sent out of Mitzrayim - nwa - without
being enslaved for 344 of the originally decreed 430 years, which is why
we drink the four kosos.

The Lengthy Shabbos

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank offers another explanation of why this Shabbos
is called Shabbos Hagadol. The Midrash says that Pharaoh gave the
Yidden one day off a week, and Moshe Rabbeinu had suggested that this
day should be Shabbos. But that day off followed the Egyptian calendar,
in which the day preceded the night. When did Klal Yisrael switch to the
Jewish calendar, in which the night precedes the day?
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Rav Tzvi Pesach suggests that this switch happened on the Shabbos of 10
Nissan.On that day, when Klal Yisrael had to take a sheep for observation,
so thatit could be brought as a korban four days later, they had to begin to
conduct themselves like Yidden. This Shabbos lasted 36 hours, because it
started according to the Egyptian daily cycle — which began by day —and
continued according to the Jewish day, which begins by night. It was a
very long Shabbos - hence the name Shabbos Hagadol.

Others disagree and say that the transition from the Mitzri day to the
Jewish day happened on Pesach itself. This view actually helps shed light
on a puzzling teaching of the Rambam. The Torah states explicitly that
the prohibitions of N7 92 and kxn Y1 last for only seven days, and the
Rambam records this as the halachah, yet we derive from the Rambam
that these prohibitions begin already from chatzos of Erev Pesach. How
can that be?

The Western practice is that the day begins at midnight, but the Mitzri
practice was that the day started at midday: n1n o Dxy2. On Erev Pesach,
we still follow the Mitzri practice, and then, when Pesach starts, we switch
over to being Yidden and follow the Jewish practice of beginning the daily
cycle at night. True, the prohibitions of N7 2 and ®x¥n 51 last for only
seven days, but those seven days start on the Mitzri day, which begins at
chatzos, and then switch over to the Jewish day. That's why many of the
halachos of Pesach begin already at chazos of Erev Pesach.

Why Stop There?

Siman 430 in Shulchan Aruch goes on to state that there is a minhag
on Shabbos Hagadol to recite the Haggadah at Minchah time from n>7ay
1177 through yymmy 93 Yy 9937, stopping just before the section that
begins with:npaa R 07127 NYHY R RYY Y3 IMR D HRHI 1219
979 AN MDA §1 19K NN T RY RY. The Rishonim debate whether
the obligation Rabban Gamliel refers to is that of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim
(meaning that a person does not discharge that obligation unless he
mentions Pesach, matzah, and maror) or that of eating Pesach, matzah,
and maror (meaning that a person does not discharge the obligation to
eat these items unless he explains the reason for each one). The fact that
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we don't recite this section of the Haggadah on Shabbos Hagadol could
be seen as proof that the obligation Rabban Gamliel refers to is that of
eating Pesach, matzah, and maror, since if it would be part of the obligation
of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim, which is accomplished through saying the
Haggadah, why would we omit it on Shabbos Hagadol?

I was thinking, however, that perhaps the opposite is true. The Biur
Halachah notes that the Vilna Gaon did not say the Haggadah on Shabbos
Hagadol, because the Haggadah itself proves, in the passage beginning
WTIN WRIN Y12, that the obligation of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim is only on
the night of Pesach. Therefore, the Vilna Gaon held that it is preferable not
to actually recite the Haggadah until the night of Pesach (although one
should certainly study the Haggadah beforehand). Similarly, the minhag
is not to eat matzah before Pesach — some don't eat matzah from Purim
and some don't eat matzah from Rosh Chodesh Nissan, but certainly on
Erev Pesach we don't eat matzah.

Perhaps the reason why even those who say the Haggadah on Shabbos
Hagadol stop before Rabban Gamliel's teaching is because they want to
omit this critical part of the Haggadah, without which one cannot fulfill
the obligation of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim. According to this line of thinking,
the obligation Rabban Gamliel refers tois sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim, and the
reason we stop before this section on Shabbos Hagadol is in deference to
the view of the Vilna Gaon. On one hand, we want to recite the Haggadah
in keeping with the Rema'’s view, but we also want to emphasize that we're
not really fulfilling the mitzvah of sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim by saying the
Haggadah, which is incomplete without the passage of Rabban Gamliel.

Another reason for the name Shabbos Hagadol is that the haftarah of
this Shabbos contains the words: 399 82230 M98 NR DY NHY MR M1
R S¥ 130 ‘D DY X2, And it's also called Shabbos Hagadol because at
this time everyone becomes “bar mitzvah,” obligated in mitzvos, as Klal
Yisrael matured into gedolim at this time and took responsibility for one
another, as the passuk goes on to say: 032 277 D12 5y MaR 17 YM
oomaR Y.

B'ezras Hashem we should be zocheh to the g

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan 'ava - VITh A



