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Parashas

Shelach

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

fP— @ —
Do You See and Hear?
— . B

Harav Hagaon Binyomin Cohen Shlita

The parashah begins with the chet hameraglim, a terrible chet that
caused Klal Yisrael to remain in the Midbar for 40 years. Because Klal
Yisrael cried a DN YW 77733, on that day, Tisha b'Av, both churban bayis
rishon and churban bayis sheini occurred.

The chet of the meraglim was essentially lashon hara, and Chazal tell
us that there was something fundamental behind this. In Rashi’s first
comment on the parashah, he asks why Parashas Shelach is juxtaposed
with the parashah of Miriam, who spoke lashon hara and was stricken with
tzaraas. He answers, citing Chazal, that these resha’im saw what happened
to Miriam, but did not take mussar from it.

This is a monumental life lesson: Whenever we see something, we
have to take mussar from it Rather than view things in life superficially,
we have to take a deeper look so that we learn a lesson from anything we
see and hear. Had the meraglim done that, they would not have sinned.

Human, or Donkey?

The Gemara teaches that if the early generations were like malachim,
then we are like people; if they were like people, then we are like donkeys
—and not like the donkey of R' Pinchas ben Yair, but like regular donkeys..
The simple understanding of this statement is that later generations
experience yerias hadoros, spiritual decline.

If this was true at the time of the Gemara, what are we, so many
generations later? How much lower have we fallen?

R" Akiva Eiger explains this as follows. How does a person look at the
previous generations? On one hand, the people of those earlier generations
were also human beings, who look like us, with two eyes and two ears, beards
and noses. But if we realize that those earlier generations were on a higher
spiritual level, and we view them as malachim, then we can be considered
people — because the purpose of an adam is to look deeper, not to live a
superficial life. But if you view those earlier generations merely as people,
just like us, then you should know that you're achamor — because a donkey
sees only superficially. Unlike a person, it is incapable of taking a deeper
look and understanding on a more profound level what his eyes perceive.

now NwIa 14

The donkey of R" Pinchas Ben Yair, on the other hand, was not like a
regular donkey, because he knew how to take a deeperlook. When he saw
food, he saw tevel, and he wouldn't eat the food because he knew maaser
hadn't been taken.

When Avraham Avinu approached the site of the Akeidah, he told
Eliezer and Yishmael: "mnn oy na 03 312v. Chazal expound the phrase
T MnNn Dy to mean: 1N YT DY. This gives rise to the halachah that
anon-Jewis not considered to have yichus, just as a donkey has no yichus.
But why is this the place from which we derive this halachah?

We can explain that Avraham Avinu asked Eliezer and Yishmael, “What
doyou see on the mountain?” Yitzchak saw a cloud; he saw the Shechinah.
They, however, saw only a mountain — just as a donkey would see. They
were not capable of seeing beyond the externals.

Inthis vein, the passuk in Tehillim states: mimnas Ywn P 891 172 DR
InT), meaning that if a chashuveh person doesn't understand things more
deeply,and doesn't use his intellect to look beyond the superficial and live
life with a deeper understanding, then he's akin to an animal.

The Rambam, in a letter, relates that he once attended a party where
distinguished philosophers were eating in a way that wasn't appropriate
to theirintellectual standing, and he was very bothered by this: How could
such wise people eat with such taavah? That day, the Rambam resolved
that before he attends a large seudah he will eat at home. This way, when
he arrives at the meal he will be basically full, and he won't experience
that taavah to eat and end up eating the way those philosophers ate.

The Rambam saw something and took mussar from it. He lived with
hisbonenus; he learned lessons from what he saw.

See What You Want to See

Why, indeed, did the meraglim not take mussar from what they saw?
Before the chet, they were great people, tzaddikim.

Perhaps the explanation is, as Chazal tell us, that they had negius: They

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



didn'twant to gointo Eretz Yisrael because they were afraid they were going
to lose their leadership positions once they entered Eretz Yisrael. Since
did not possess the ratzon to go into Eretz Yisrael, they weren't looking
for the mussar. We see, then, that for a person to look deeper into things,
he has to have a desire to take mussar from what he sees.

The tefillah of the Noam Elimelech expresses the wish: Tnx 53 nR71Y
DIIEN RYY W7an noyn. R Aryeh Finkel zt”| asked, how does a person
do that? A person naturally sees the chesronos in his friend!

He answered that if a person has the desire to see the maalos in his
friend, then he'll see his maalos and not his chesronos. This ideaiis illustrated
by the following two stories.

One Friday night, in the town of R" Chaim Sanzer, snow was piled high,
and there was only one Yid walking on the street: R Chaim himself. He
was walking to the other end of town because the local shoemaker was
making a shalom zachor, and he knew no one else would show up. He walked
with mesirus nefesh, in the high snow, to attend the shalom zachor, and
when he entered he realized that he was right: No one else was there. The
table was all set up, complete with arbes and I'chaim, and R’ Chaim came
in, wished the new father mazel tov, drank a I'chaim and ate some arbes.

Turning to R’ Chaim, the shoemaker commented, “T know you're a big
tzaddik and a talmid chacham, but I never realized you're such a baal taavah!
You came all this way for a little I'chaim and some arbes?”

Another time, someone met a wagon driver who used to travel to and
from Lizhensk, and he asked him if he has any stories to tell about the
Noam Elimelech. “I have one story,” the wagon driver replied. “One time
I parked my horse and buggy and it was stolen. I didn't know what to do,
because I had lost my whole parnassah, so people advised me to go to
the Rebbe, the Noam Elimelech. I went to him, and he told me, ‘Go to the
end of the town, make a right, and you'll find it tied to a tree." And that's
exactly what happened!”

“Nu,” the listener responded, “so did you become a chassid?”

“T'lltell you the truth,” the wagon driver said. “I won't say that the Rebbe
himself stole it, but he's part of that band of robbers.”

A person sees what he’s looking to see. If you have a ratzon to see
gadlus and tzidkus, then you'll see R’ Chaim Sanzer the tzaddik, and you'll
see the ruach hakodesh of the Noam Elimelech. But if you're not looking
for that, then chalilah you might see R" Chaim Sanzer the baal taavah, and

the Noam Elimelech the ganav. It depends what you want to see.

New Associations

This idea is reflected in the parashah of tzitzis, at the end of this
week's parashah. The Torah says: 'n nign Y2 NR DRJIM IR DIPRN —
when you look at tzitzis, you'll remember all the mitzvos. Chazal say that
when you look at the blue techeiles, you'll be reminded of the sea, which
is reminiscent of the sky, which reminds us of the kisei hakavod. So when
you see techeiles, you see the kisei hakavod.

A Yid once asked R’ Yerucham Levovitz: “I went to the sea so many
times, but I never saw the kisei hakavod"”

R" Yerucham answered him as follows. The halachah is that a man
may not gaze at a woman's colored clothing, even if he does not know
her, because he might come to improper thoughts. “Do you understand
this halachah?” he asked the questioner. When the person said yes, he
answered, “So you agree that the associations work, but for you it only
works for aveirah.”

Ifaperson is looking for kedushah and for the Shechinah, when he sees
techeiles, he'll see the sky, and he'll see the kisei hakavod. It all depends
on what your ratzon is: What you're looking for, that's what you'll see.

Last week, I attended a chasunah, and Ilooked around at the beginning
of the seudah and counted how many settings there were on the men'’s side.
As I did that, it hit me that although I have been zocheh to attend many
weddings, never before did I count the number of seats. What changed?
Baruch Hashem, we have the zechus to be preparing for my daughter's
upcoming wedding, so it's on my mind to think about how many settings
should be prepared at a wedding. Therefore, when I saw the tables at this
wedding, I saw them differently, because I had a new ratzon: I wanted to
know this, so I saw it.

These are two lessons we can learn from the beginning and end of the
parashah: one, that we need to take a deeper look at the things we see
and hear, and learn from them; and two, that in order to do that we need
to have the ratzon to shteig, to grow, to look deeper, and to become closer
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu help us to truly learn the lessons we are
meant to learn from what we see, and to reach higher and higher levels.

Gut Shabbos.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored
3 YW R"ONY 12 571 WP 11T DV NNV NHDYH

Dovi Steinmetz

Join the Ani Maamin movement started by his family and the thousands of people
who have already committed to say Ani Maamin daily. (see next 2 pages)
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