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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Balak Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— o

—

When Balak and Shiva Asar b’ Tammuz Converge

—

The Chasam Sofer (Teshuvos, Yoreh Deah 356)
makes an interesting observation: All the wonders
recorded in the Torah, such as those of Yetzias
Mitzrayim, were witnessed by Klal Yisrael, and
handed down to us b’'mesorah — except the story
of Bilam. Who told us what transpired between
the king of Moav and the sorcerer, Bilam? How
would we know that Bilam and Balak met to plot
against Klal Yisrael, built mizbechos, and so on?
This was all done quietly, after all.

We know about this episode only because
Moshe Rabbeinu revealed it to us in the Torah, and
someone who denies the veracity of this account
is considered a kofer just as if he would be denying
“Shema Yisrael," even though it's essentially a
private story. This sheds light on Chazal’s teaching
(Berachos 12) that they considered including the
story of Balak in Krias Shema, since it is also a
yesod of emunah — the yesod of emunah in Torah
that this mofes, this story of how Balak and Bilam
plotted against us, was revealed to us.

Now, we have to know who these people,
Balak and Bilam, are. According to the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 105), Bilam is the son of Lavan — Bilam
is ben Beor, and Beor is Lavan, who is also Kushan
Rishasayim. On the other hand, we have sources
— the Tanchuma and Targum Yonasan in Parashas

Pranwvia 14
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Mattos, and others — that say that Bilam is Lavan
himself. We have to know if it means literally
that he lived for so many years, or if it's his gilgul
neshamah, but our sources tell us that Bilam was
either the son of Lavan or Lavan himself.

Interestingly, Lavan was the one who said 7y
717 237 and established the monument of Galeid to
mark his commitment that he would not bother
Klal Yisrael. The fence that blocked Bilam was that
very same Galeid that Lavan had established, and
if Lavan is Bilam, then he was deterred by his own
Galeid.

On the other hand, the Gemara (Sanhedrin
106) teaches that Bilam was only 33 years old, as
per the passuk: o7 wm X7 i oon7 YR, Obviously,

there’s a machlokes here among the Midrashim
whether Bilam was only 33 or whether he was
the same Bilam who gave advice to Pharaoh in
Mitzrayim, and whether he was Lavan’s son or
Lavan himself, in which case he must have lived
many years.

Ben Yehoyada notes (ibid) that the letters of
Bilam, spelled out fully — beis-yud-tav, lamed-
mem-dalet, ayin-yud-nun, mem-mem — add
up to a gematria of 869, which is equivalent to
the gematria of tzaros. Those who are finishing

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



Yevamos now are finishing with the tzaros, but
Bilam is definitely tzaros.

So that's who Bilam is.

Balak’s Provenance
Then we have Balak ben Tzipor.

The Midrashim teach, as does the Zohar, and
the Chida as well, that Balak is a descendant of
Yisro. According to one source, Balak is the son
of Yisro. If so, he's the brother-in-law of Moshe
Rabbeinu, who was a son-in-law of Yisro. It's
interesting to note that if Balak is the grandson
of Yisro, then Tzipor must be the son of Yisro, in
which case Yisro had a daughter Tziporah and a
son Tzipor.

These are very powerful people, Balak and
Bilam, and they're coming together to make
tzaros for Klal Yisrael.

It'snocoincidencethatwealwayslein Parashas
Balak around the time of Shivah Asar b'Tammuz.
Balak is the great-grandfather of Rus; he is Balak
ben Tzipor, and the name Tzipor contains the
same letters as “Peretz,” the forebear of Malchus
Beis Dovid. The Chasam Sofer calculates that
Oveid, the son of Boaz and Rus, was conceived on
Shivah Asar Tammuz.

We see, then, that aside from the five
misfortunes that happened on Shivah Asar
b'Tammuz, this day marks the beginning of the
process of the ultimate geulah, starting with the
establishment of Malchus Beis Dovid.

Shiva Asar b'Tammuz was supposed to be the
day of Mattan Torah, the day of the giving of the
first luchos.

Shabbos Didn't Fly Away

This year, Shiva Asar b'Tammuz falls on
Shabbos, so the fast is postponed to the
eighteenth of Tammuz. The Magen Avraham
rules that one may recite Shecheyanu on Shivah

Pranwia |5

Asar Tammuz that falls on Shabbos, as the Three
Weeks have not started yet, but perhaps there is
deeper significance to this halachah as well.

The sefer Orach Latzaddik, by R’ Eliezer Lipa,
the son of the Noam Elimelech of Lizhensk, says
that when the luchos were broken on Shivah Asar
Tammuz, all the letters flew in the air, except the
dibrah of Shabbos, which endured. That, he says,
is why we say in davening, 172 707 2°2a8 mm? 1
naw nmw oma 02, referring to two sets of luchos,
both the first and the second. Although in all other
respects the first luchos were broken, Shabbos
remained, and when Shivah Asar b'Tammuz falls
on Shabbos, we get a taste of that. It's a regular
Shabbos, but also more than that, because it
contains within it the root of Shivah Asar Tammuz,
which was originally supposed to be the day of
Mattan Torah, and will ultimately be transformed
I'sasson v'simchah. Indeed, the Maharsha says
(Bechoros 8) that the 22 days from Shivah Asar
Tammuz through Tisha b'Av correspond to the 22
days from Rosh Hashanah to Simchas Torah, so
Shivah Asar Tammuz resembles Rosh Hashanah,
while Tisha b'Av resembles Shemini Atzeres.
Shivah Asar b'Tammuz holds within it tremendous
potential, both in terms of what it was originally
supposed to be and in terms of what it will
eventually be.

At the end of the parashah of Balak, we have
the story of Pinchas, and again, it's no coincidence
that we always read about Pinchas around the
time of Shivah Asar Tammuz.

Moshe Rabbeinu forgot the halachah of xip
127v3d, but Pinchas didn’t forget —he remembered
something that eluded Moshe Rabbeinu, and he
therefore bears a connection to the first luchos,
sincehedid not forget. Ultimately, Pinchasbecame
Eliyahu Hanavi, and the Gemara teaches that one
who sees Pinchas in a dream will experience a
“peleh.” Pinchas, then, represents peleh. What is a
peleh? A peleh can also mean a separation. When
theYidden sinned in Shittim, and connected to the
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umos ha’'olam through znus, Pinchas protested,
essentially establishing a barrier, a peleh, between
Klal Yisrael and the rest of the nations.

The word peleh contains the same letters as
alef. The Torah starts with beis, but the luchos
begin with alef — Anochi. Pinchas brings matters
back to the ultimate root of the alef.

Reversing the Plunge

We are coming to the time of the churban, a
period about which the passuk says, 28?5 779m. The
word °k?3 is from peleh, implying that the original
state of alef plunged down. And the words o°x%5 77m
have the same gematria as “Chodesh Tammuz."

So, on one hand, Shivah Asar b'Tammuz
commemorates the churban, the downward
plunge, but it is also the day that was originally
supposed to be the time of Mattan Torah, so it has
that power. Aharon Hakohen said, about this day,

aon 12 a1, and machar can mean “in the future,”
referring to the time when Shivah Asar b'Tammuz
will be transformed into a day of sasson v'simchah.

Another profound aspect of Parashas Balak
is the prophecies of Bilam, which contain the
berachos that he gave in place of curses, as the
passuk says, 12727 79997 N} 77 TEOR ' 953, Many of
these berachos contain deep messages regarding
le'asid lavo. Bilam said, 2% #awn 7m0 on viX, and the
word awn contains the same letters as oym, a
reference to the passuk 7> o¥n TP ' 9822 agn.
This word also has the same gematria as “Dovid
ben Yishai.” The Rambam teaches, as well, that the
nevuah of Bilam relates to Dovid Hamelech and
Moshiach and le'asid lavo.

Hashem should help that during these
parashiyos, we should indeed experience the
transformation of this period I'sasson v'simchah.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is dedicated:
nnwi NHYH
DNIAR J2 PRN YN
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