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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Korach Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—— ®
Kinglike Kehunah
A

In this week’s parashah, after the episode of
the machlokes of Korach with Moshe Rabbeinu
and Aharon, the Torah lists many of the matnos
kehunah that a Yisrael is required to give to a
Kohen and a Levi. Among these gifts are terumah
— fruits, grain, wine, oil — as well as gifts of meat,
both from korbanos (such as the chazeh v'shok
from a korban shelamim) and from meat that is
chullin, from which the zroa lechayayim v'keivah
must go to a Kohen.

The Kohen receives these pieces of meat to
eat, and there are special instructions for how
he must eat the meat. There's an interesting
halachah in Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deiah 61:12)
that says he must eat it in a way that is tasty to
him, and if enjoys it any way it is prepared, he
should eat it roasted, with mustard. The source of
this halachah is a Gemara in Chullin, which derives
this from the passuk that says: nnyn nx 7% a0y 737
W pO? 337 AOWR? OO0} 77 PRI 33 YR 297 "0in.
The matnos kehunah have to be given nnyn? — but
what does that mean? The Gemara interprets it to
mean: 2°251% %AW 717 7%, It has to be given
with a gadlus, with a chashivus, and the Kohen has
to eat it in the manner of a king. The royal way to
eat meat is not plain, but roasted with mustard.
That's what the Torah requires.

Let's think about this. Why is the Torah so
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particular about how the Kohen eats the meat?
He gets the meat, he has parnassah, so what's the
difference how he eats it? Why is it important that
he eat it like a king?

On one hand, eating like a king is important
for the Kohen himself, and on the other hand, it's
also important for the Yisrael.

Not a “Schnorrer”

The importance for the Kohen is as follows.
The reason why a Kohen receives matnos
kehunah is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu didn't give
the Kohanim and Levi'im a portion in Eretz Yisrael,
and they don't have land to work in order to earn
parnassah. Hakadosh Baruch Hu therefore said
that their support should come from terumos
and maasros — the matnos kehunah and the
matnos leviyah. The reason they didn't receive
land in Eretz Yisrael is that the job of the Kohen,
aside from performing the avodah in the Beis
Hamikdash, was to learn and teach Torah, as the
passuk states: 31on W2 771N NYT MY 105 NSW 2.
In order that the Kohen shouldn’t be busy with his
parnassah, which would take him away from his
learning and teaching, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave
him support in the form of terumos and maasros,
so that he should not have to be busy with his own
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land (Rambam Hilchos Shemittah v'Yovel 13:12).

Because the Kohen is supported by others,
there is a chance that he might lose his dignity,
and feel, “I'm poor, I'm a schnorrer.” Because he
feels uncomfortable not earning his own money,
he may look for other ways to support himself,
perhaps by opening a business that doesn't
require owning land. If the Kohen is going to
end up going to work and supporting himself,
so as not to be supported by others, that would
defeat the whole purpose of the matnos kehunah.
Therefore, the Torah insists that the Kohen eat
the matnos kehunah with dignity, like a king. A
king's parnassah comes from the taxes that his
nation pays, yet he is not considered a schnorrer;
this is the way it is meant to be. The people of a
country pay taxes to the king so that he can run
the country, and accepting those taxes is not
beneath the king's dignity — that is his dignity!

When the Kohen eats in the manner of a king,
he feels the same way, and the intentions of the
Torah are fulfilled: the Kohen is happy to take
the matnos kehunah, he feels good about it, and
continues his avodas hakodesh.

Respect Precedes Learning

For the Kohen to eat with dignity is important
for the Yisrael as well, for two reasons. First,
the Kohen's job is to serve as a leader in avodas
Hashem, while the Yisrael’s job is to be mekabel
from him.Inorderto properly be mekabel fromthe
Kohen, the Yisrael must respect him. The Gemara
(Bava Kamma 20) relates that R’ Chisda posed a
question to Rami bar Chama, and before Rami
bar Chama answered, he asked him to perform a
service for him. R" Chisda went and folded Rami
bar Chama's garment for him, and only then was
Rami bar Chama willing to answer him.

R" Shimon Shkop, in the hakdamah to Shaarei
Yosher, explains that Rami bar Chama was going
to teach R’ Chisda a piece of Torah, and this piece
was not necessarily going to be easy for R' Chisda
to understand; he would have to work on it. The
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only way R’ Chisda would be willing to invest the
effort and energy needed to understand the words
of Rami bar Chamai is if he fully respected him and
was prepared to work to understand what he says.

If you hear something from someone
whom you don't respect, you're not going to be
interested in working hard to understand what he
really means. Therefore, Rami bar Chama decided
to give R' Chisda a test before answering his
question. “Do you respect me for who I am? Then
go serve me. If you're willing to be meshamesh
me, that shows you respect me, and then I know
you're going to work hard to understand what I

"

say.

Sometimes, it's not so easy for a talmid to
understand his rebbi’'s words. But if he really
believes in his rebbi and holds him in esteem, he'll
break his head to understand what he says.

Perhaps this is the idea with matnos kehunah
as well. Because the Yisrael, who is meant to learn
from the Kohen, is also the one supporting the
Kohen, that might detract from his respect for him.
And if that respect is lost, how can he learn from
the Kohen? The Kohen will do his part and teach,
but the Yisrael won't make the effort to really
understand what the Kohen is imparting. Since
the Torah wants to preserve the Yisrael's respect
for the Kohen, it insists that the Kohen should eat
his meat like a king. Then, the Yisrael will feel as
though he is giving a present to the king — which
is a great honor. If the giver considers it an honor
to support the Kohen, who is like a king, then he
will be able to absorb the Kohen’s Torah and invest
the effort needed to understand it.

No Chashivus, No Benefit

The second reason why it's important for the
Yisrael that the Kohen eat his meat in the manner
of aking can be understood based on the Gemara'’s
teaching, at the end of Berachos, that before David
Hamelech passed away, he was cold, and could
not find warmth in clothing. The Gemara explains
that since he had once exhibited disrespect for
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clothing by tearing Shaul Hamelech’s garment, in
his old age he was not able to enjoy the benefit
of clothing. We see, then, that in order to benefit
from something, you need to show respect to it.

R' Itzeleh Peterburger uses this insight of the
Gemara to reconcile an apparent contradiction
between two statements of Chazal regarding
the reason for the destruction of the first Beis
Hamikdash. In Yoma, the Gemara states that the
reason for the churban was that the people were
guilty of the three cardinal sins: avodah zarah, gilui
arayos, and shefichus damim. Yet in Nedarim, the
Gemara teaches that the reason for the churban
was that people would learn Torah without reciting
Birchos HaTorah first.

Aren’t these two separate reasons?

No, says R' Itzeleh. He explains that the failure
toreciteBirchosHaTorahwould nothave warranted
the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash; rather, the
churban occurred because of the violation of the
three cardinal sins. Yet we know, from the Gemara
in Nedarim, that Klal Yisrael were devoted to Torah
study at that time. If so, why didn't the Torah uplift
its learners and protect them from these terrible
aveiros? To that, the Gemara answers: 77N021072 R5W
n>nn. The Ran, citing Rabbeinu Yonah, explains
that this means they didn’t show chashivus for the
Torah. Yes, it's nice to learn, but why do I have to
make a berachah on it?

When you make a berachah on the Torah you
show chashivus. And once you show chashivus,
then you can benefit from all the segulos the Torah
has to offer; the Torah will uplift you and protect
you from sinning. By failing to recite Birchos
HaTorah, Klal Yisrael displayed a lack of chashivus
for the Torah, so just as Dovid Hamelech could
not be warmed by clothing because he has shown
disrespect for clothing, they could not benefit
from the Torah's protection.
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To receive the full benefit of Torah, a person
must respect it. And the Kohen is the conveyor of
the Torah: 3797 1Wp2; A7IN) NYT 1MW 132 "now °2. As we
explained, in order to learn and absorb Torah, a
person must respect the Kohenwho teachesit. This
respect brings not only understanding of Torah,
but also all the benefits of limud Torah, because
the gifts the Torah confers upon those who study
it can only be received through honoring the Torah
and honoring those who teach it.

That is the idea of nyn? — we want the Kohen
to eat the matnos kehunah in a dignified way, like
aking. When the Yisrael gives these gifts as a show
of honor and respect to the Kohen, then he will
invest the effort to understand the Torah taught
by the Kohen, and he will also benefit from all the
segulos that the Torah has to offer.

In our days, matnos kehunah are not very
applicable. Yet, as we know, today we have
another type of Kohen: the talmid chacham, as the
Rambam teaches at the end of Hilchos Shemittah
V'Yovel. Besides the biological Kohen, who is a
descendant of Aharon HaKohen and Shevet Levi,
any person who dedicates his life to Torah study
and separates himself from the pursuits of this
world becomes sanctified — kodesh kodashim. And
just as the Torah guarantees matnos kehunah for a
Kohen and a Levi, Hakadosh Baruch Hu guarantees
the talmidei chachamim, today’s Shevet Levi, that
they, too, will have parnassah.

How beautiful it is when the people who
supply that parnassah know to give it — nnun?
7730. If these are the people who are expected to
teach Klal Yisrael, then they should be given their
livelihood in the manner of royalty, so that they
can feel comfortable in their role. Then, Klal Yisrael
will be zocheh to learn and understand the Torah
they teach and enjoy all the resulting benefits.
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