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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Nasso Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
_— o
When You Give Kavod, You Merit Kavod
fP— —

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik shlita

We say in the zemiros of Shabbos: YW1 YWY TNY M722 D7 IR
TNRI 1INR, referring to Chazal's statement that when Klal Yisrael said
naaseh venishma they said it k'echad — equally, as one. They all started at
the same time and ended at the same time, with no one saying it before
his friend and no one saying it later. Apparently, there was a maalah in
that, besides the maalah of actually saying naaseh venishma.

Why?

One explanation is that if someone had said it later than his friend,
there might have been a chisaron in his kabbalah, since it wasn't his own
kabbalah, but merely an imitation of what he heard someone else say.
Since they all said it at the same time, making the same kabbalah, it was
a personal kabbalah of every individual.

I would like to suggest another explanation.

When we say that Klal Yisrael said naaseh venishma as one, the point
isn't that no one said it later than someone else, but rather than no one
said it earlier.

The advantage of this can be understood according to a Midrash in
Parashas Nasso regarding the korbanos of the nesi‘im. Each of the twelve
nesi'im brought an identical offering for the chanukas hamishkan: the
same silver bowl, weighing 130, the same mizrak full of fine flour, the
same ketores, and the same animals. The same korban is repeated in the
Torah twelve times, and the Midrash teaches:

5Y 9NY 1N TAR 1PN R 1HPWN T3 1207 T2 12IRI MY 1913 129
NR AMT 1IN TR 1279 770 RY 120 %Y Y A0 TR 2P0 19RY 177an
P9IN 2R 172N TNR 7122 DAPYN DNR RIN T2 VITPN DY I0R .Navn

021273 POAN R RYY 112 W NaW DY 17PNV T DY

Because the korbanos were all equal, with no one offering more than
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another, Hashem allowed their offering to be brought on Shabbos, and
indeed, the korban of Ephraim was brought on Shabbos. Had their offerings
not been the same, they would not have been allowed to bring them on
Shabbos. In other words, had one nasi brought more than the others, that
would have been a chisaron.

Human nature is to want to be recognized and to stand out. We
distinguish ourselves in comparison to others —I'm different, I do things
better — and that's what makes us feel important. We measure our own
self-worth not by what we do, but by how we are different from others
and better than them. But that is a lack of kavod towards others, a form
of y7an NYpa 7201N, as we are essentially using others to bring honor
to ourselves.

Here, the nesi'im decided to bring their korbanos together, and make
them exactly equal. No one would feel bad, chas v'shalom, that another
person was offering something different or better. And because they were
careful with the kavod of one another, Hashem accorded them the honor
of allowing them to bring these korbanos even on Shabbos.

We see, then, that by doing something together, and not trying to
outdo one another, we are mechabed one another, and when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu sees that, He, kaveyachol, is mechabed us, and that brings the
hashraas haShechinah.

Apparently, this was a precondition to Mattan Torah. Mattan Torah was
the “wedding” of Klal Yisrael and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and when He came
to be mechabed us, it was conditional upon our honoring one another. Had
naaseh venishma not been said by all of Klal Yisrael at once — had one
person screamed it out ahead of the others by even a millisecond — that
would not have been a display of kavod to one another. It might have
showcased the intensity of one person’s avodah, but it also would have
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conveyed, “I had the hisorerus first — I said it better.” Through saying
naaseh venishma simultaneously, they accorded honor to one another,
and they thereby merited being honored by Hakadosh Baruch Hu with
the giving of the Torah.

The Malachim Join Us

The Magen Avraham, in his Zayis Raanan commentary on the Midrash,
notes that only a korban tzibbur overrides Shabbos; a korban yachid does
not. When the nesi‘im decided to bring their korbanos together, not each
oneindividually, they elevated their offerings from the status of a korban
yachidto the status of a korban tzibbur, which meant that it could be brought
even on Shabbos. Its status was similar to that of the korban pesach, which
is considered a communal offering because it is brought “®’a151," in an
assembly, even though each korban is brought separately. When many
individuals come together, that creates a tzibbur.

The Gemara teaches that the malachim don't say shirah until Klal
Yisrael says shirah.

Why?

Rav Chaim Brisker explained that shirah is a davar shebikedushah, and
adavar shebikedushah requires a minyan, a tzibbur. Malachim cannot form
a tzibbur, however; only Klal Yisrael can. Once a tzibbur of Klal Yisrael has
assembled, the malachim can join, and that is why Klal Yisrael has to begin
saying shirah first.

This idea sheds new light on the opening words of the Kedushah of
Nusach Sefard that begins: nyn "m0 DIRZN WFYHR N 77 N M2
VN Y12 YRIY? 1y Y. From the statement that the malachim crown
Hashem along with Klal Yisrael, we infer that Klal Yisrael are the ones who
begin. The malachim are referred to as nyn *317, meaning that there
are huge numbers of them, but they are all the same, and therefore do
not blend into a tzibbur. In contrast, Klal Yisrael are described as »¥127
nvn, a collection of individuals that do form a tzibbur. A tzibbur can only
be formed of different elements who come together to be mechabed
one another and equal to one another. That is what gives us the right
to engage, as a tzibbur, in a davar shebikedushah. A davar shebikedushah
requires the presence of the Shechinah, and we know that the Shechinah
rests only upon a tzibbur. So the very definition of a tzibbur is when you
have different individuals coming together in mutual respect.

The Midrash states, at the end of Shir Hashirim, regarding the passuk
PYNYN T9P7 YRR 0110 132 nawwy, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
comes to the shuls to hear Klal Yisrael's davening, and He tells them to
raise their voices so that the malachim can hear. The Midrash then adds:

TRR 9Ip2,NYTN P2 YRV NRMP PP NPDII NAY PPOI HRIVWI
NP DNRYI D02 NAVYH DNY IR RIN PI2 WITPN ;TNR DYV NYTa
NIRMIP PP HRIVIVI HAR )IYNVN TIPY D2DWPN DY RINY IR DMIIN
VN NRMIPA DNYT PN DRI INRA NN DTPN AT ,NYTN NPV YRY

T M2 NIIRY INNY WIPN N

RWI NV [ 4

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu comes to the shuls and hears Klal Yisrael
reciting Krias Shema, if they recite it in unity, He says, “Raise your voice
so that the malachim can hear.” But when they're not together, the Divine
Spirit screams, *17 NA2.

Inotherwords, the advantage of a tzibbur is that everyone is together.
Does that mean that if we're together in one tzibbur, everyone’'s tefillah is
the same, and everyone's avodah and Torah are the same? Absolutely not!

Exactly the Same, But Entirely Different

The Ramban poses the well-known question of why the Torah repeats
the korbanos of the nesi‘im twelve times, rather than simply saying that
onthe first day, Nachshon Ben Aminadav offered such-and-such a korban,
and then adding that everyone else brought the same offering.

The Ramban gives two answers, the first of which is that had the Torah
said that, it would have constituted a lack of kavod to the rest of the nesi'im.
Since they all brought the same korban, singling out Nachshon and then
saying, in effect, “And I'd also like to thank everyone else who helped him”
would have been an affront to the others, so the Torah went and specified
the offering of each one.

Every letter in the Torah is significant, and entire derashos are derived
from even asingle extra letter. Yet here, the Torah devotes all this space to
repeating the offerings of each nasi, making Parashas Nasso the longest
parashah in the Torah, with 176 pesukim. All this in order to give honor
the nesi'im! Apparently, since they accorded honor to one another, they
merited this honor, middah k’neged middah.

The Ramban then gives a second explanation: Although each nasi
brought an identical korban, each one represented a different form of
avodah. Yehuda's offering represented malchus, and each aspect of it
carried significance in that context. Yissachar's offering corresponded to
Torah, while Zevulun's offering represented the commerce that supports
bnei Torah. Each shevet had its own thoughts and intentions.

What emerges, then, is that the korbanos of the nesi'im are not truly
repetitious, because each day, an entirely different offering was brought!
They might sound the same, but in truth they are totally different.

We might think that in the process of coming together as a tzibbur, each
person would lose his individuality, but that is far from the truth. In the
outward, practical manifestation of their offering, all the nesi‘im brought
the same thing, in an effort to honor one another and not try to outdo the
others. Because they accorded this honor to one another, they merited
great things, and brought the hashra'as haShechinah into the Mishkan. Yet
even within this tzibbur, this nvn *¥11p, each person’s korban was entirely
different — so different, that the Torah repeats it again and again.

We should be zocheh to accord honor to one another and care about
other people’s kavod, and through that we'll merit that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu will be mechabed us, too.

Gut Shabbos.
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