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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

When It's Clear, It’s Easy
Harav Hagaon Ahron David Shlita

In Parashas Nitzavim, the Torah states:

X1 R X51 97mn Xm0 nxSD) XD 00 1Ym0 2238 WX NN Myna o
Jnwyb 922521 PO TRN 12T POX 29R 0D ... X omwa XS

The Ramban sees this as a reference to the mitzvah of
teshuvah. If so, the Torah is saying that teshuvah is not
far away in the heavens, but is very close and easy for us
to do.

R’ Itzeleh Blazer, a key talmid of R’ Yisrael Salanter, notes
in Kochvei Ohr that we view teshuvah as something very
difficult, so why does the Torah say that it’s easy?

That’s one question. Another question is asked by R’ Leib
Chasman in Ohr Yahel. How can the Torah raise the
possibility that teshuvah is very far away, in the heavens or
across the sea, and then conclude that no, it’s right beside
you? The hava amina and the maskana are worlds apart!

Perhaps R’ Leib Chasman alludes to the following answer.
The reason people assume that teshuvah is far away,
difficult, and out of reach is that they are not clear what
they are supposed to be doing and how they are meant
to change. I want to change, they think to themselves,
but I don’t know how to change. Once a person knows
clearly what to change, and that they must change, then it
becomes easy.

This idea can address both of the above questions.
Teshuvah is indeed difficult when you don’t know how to
do it, or when it’s unclear what you’re supposed to do. But
once you know what to do, then it becomes easy.

R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz smoked for many years. Actually,
when I came to the Mir, the entire beis midrash was like
a fog of smoke, which made it hard to breathe, until R’
Beinish banned smoking in yeshiva. In 5725, R Chaim
realized that smoking is dangerous, and he decided to
stop, as did R’ Aryeh Finkel. At that time, R* Chaim said
that previously, he had been an eved to cigarettes, and
now he was a free man. R Chaim commented that he
still had half a pack of cigarettes in his drawer when he
stopped, but he made the decision to stop and that was it.

Once a person knows clearly what he has to do, then it’s
easy to stop.

The Alter’s Transformation

R' Chatzkel Levenstein, in a shmuess he gave in Mir (5712),
told a story that happened with R' Yoizel, the Alter of
Novardok. Originally, R' Yoizel was a flour merchant, and

once, when he was traveling on a train, he met R' Itzeleh
Blazer. “You have to learn Torah,” R' Itzeleh reprimanded
R' Yoizel. “Why are you spending your life selling flour?”

“But I have to live,” R' Yoizel protested. “How I will have
parnassah?”

“And what will you do in the next world?” R' Itzeleh
retorted.

Upon hearing these words, R' Yoizel immediately
abandoned his flour business and went with R' Itzeleh,
eventually becoming the Alter of Novardok and building
an entire network of yeshivos.

He was able to do this because it was clear to him what he
needed to do. When a person has clarity, and no doubts,
he can do anything.

R' Chatzkel cites the Midrash that describes how a peddler
once announced, “Who wants the sam chaim?” When a
crowd gathered around him, he quoted the passuk wxi nm
2jv NIk o 20X 070 yonn. R' Yannai remarked that he had
learned this passuk many times, but now it became clear
to him that this is the prescription for life. The peddler
made this idea clear.

We need to have clarity about what to do in life. For
instance, we need to know clearly that we must come
to davening early, in order to prepare for davening. If
we do that, we’ll get tremendous reward, and we'll see
siyatta d’Shmaya in everything — business, learning,
shidduchim, children, health. Everything depends on
tefillah! Once it’s clear to a person how important this is,
he will make it a priority.

This powerful insight is implied in the passuk 75x 21p »2
inwyb 72252 02 )N 127a. Get clarity as to what you have
to do. Ask for eitzos, consult with rebbe'im and friends,
and find out what you should be doing. Once it’s clear
what you have to do — to chazzer, to learn halachah, and
so on — then teshuvah becomes easy, and you can do
anything.

Hashem should help us to know clearly what we should

be doing, and once it’s clear to us, we'll do it.

We should all have a year of berachah, and brius hanefesh
wbrius haguf. Hashem should give everyone children,
shidduchim, shalom bayis, happiness, and hatzlachah in
learning and in everything.
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