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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Emor Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
_—— .- —’
Days of Appreciation
[— o —

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman Shlita

This week's parashah contains the mitzvah of the korban omer: On
the second day of Pesach, besides the musafim that were brought, they
brought one omer of barley, which is called the omer hatenufah, as the
passuk says: DNRIM APEP NR DRIXPI D2 1N 1R TYR PIRD Y8 ININ 7
nINER X7 N 2397 YD IR PIN) J020 YR DIPRP YR Y nR
1030 NP N2V

Why was this korban omer brought specifically at this time of the year?
And why is it called “omer"? Every other korban minchah is named for the
type of offering it is: marcheshes, maafeh tanur, and so on. “Omer” is a
measurement, in this case the amount of se‘orim brought, so why is this
korban minchah named after the measurement? Furthermore, why is the
counting done between Pesach and Shavuos called “Sefiras Ha'omer,” after
the korban omer? What connection is there between the korban omer and
our counting toward Mattan Torah?

The Sefer Hachinuch teaches that the mitzvah of korban omer is meant
to spur us to contemplate the tremendous chessed that Hashem does for
all of His creations, providing them with sustenance year after year. That's
why it's appropriate now, at the time when the produce is fully ripe and
ready to be harvested, to recognize the kindness that Hashem performs
for us. The Chinuch concludes with a beautiful idea: PR3 MY PINMm
12 DWN PON DYV IPIIRIAN TIINN 1Y VYN TWINA 13122 —when
we become worthy of blessing, through our actions, our produce will be
blessed, and the will of Hashem will be realized through us. By recognizing
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what the Ribbono Shel Olam does for us and thanking Him for it, we draw
brachah into our lives.

Rashi, at the end of Parashas Yisro, cites the Mechilta's statement that
every instance of the word DR in the Torah implies something that is
elective —"if you do this..." — except three, which are used in connection
to an obligation. One of these is the b® used in connection to the korban
omer,which is obligatory. The Maharal, in Gur Aryeh, wonders why the Torah
uses the word bR when it is issuing a command. If this is obligatory, why
is it made to sound optional?

Food with No Effort
The Midrash states:

MY» NND PIVA TR W2 5Y NNR RIS 1Y DTR DYOWIW 32 IRY DR
WITPM 17MON 9 PIw MIam NYWIaw TP Y08 RN IPY 70 Y RIN
PRI M0 DR WA DNNY STam iy 1HYm mmI pwn R P
#1n91 YR DIPEP MYRT IMY NR DARIM” TN IMPN 190 KRR 1 DInm

When a person buys a piece of meat, the Midrash is saying, he needs to
exert himself to prepare and cook it. Yet while people sleep in their beds,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu causes the winds to blow, which bring rain clouds,
which causes vegetation to sprout and fruits to flourish — and all we give
back to Him, kivayachol, is the omer.

The purpose of the korban omer, then, is to express our recognition and
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gratitude that the Ribbono Shel Olam gives us everything. If a king were to
compel his subjects to thank him, explains the Maharal, that wouldn't be
considered a proper thanks. An expression of gratitude must come from
the person’s heart; he must want to thank the king for what he does for
him. Similarly, if you buy a present for someone because another person
instructed you to, or forced you to, that's not a real present.

While we are obligated to thank the Ribbono Shel Olam for what He
does for us, the Torah is conveying, with the word n®, that our expression
of appreciation must arise from our own goodwill and desire to thank
Him. We are meant to fulfill this obligation as though we are doing so of
our own volition.

Hashem showers the world with boundless abundance, providing food
for billions of people, yet all He asks of Klal Yisrael is an offering of one
omer of barley in return for the sustenance of the entire world. Indeed, the
Gemara teaches (Rosh Hashanah 17) that Hashem instructs us to bring an
offering of grain in Nissan so that He should bless the grain in the fields.

Yet we still need to understand why this korban is named for its
measurement, the omer.

One Omer for Billions of Omers
Elsewhere (Bamidbar 28:3), the Midrash states:

MMNYI HRIVY DRY NN 79 VNG RIN I WITPN TNR 719372 727 IR
MON232 IMY” 77NN DIN TNRY TNR K3 MY 1M NN 190 DR DIV NN
TV R DIYIN TNR TP ROR Y PR 9PN NR Y DIMI DNRY PYWI
AMIRY HRIW? NR PRI NVN 7929Y NPV YV RHR VUM YV IWRY ROR

"Iy NR onram” onk

Hashem said, “When I gave you the mann in the Midbar, every person
received an entire omer, and now you're giving Me back one omer from
everyone. Moreover, this omer is not even wheat, but merely barley.”

This Midrash sheds light on the purpose of the korban omer: It is meant
to remind us of the omer of mann that the Ribbono Shel Olam gave each
person in the Midbar for forty years. This is why the korban is called “omer.”

Rabbeinu Bechayei and the Ramban both note that the Yom Tov of
Succos is seven days and the eighth day is “atzeres” (Shemini Atzeres) —
but what is the atzeres of Pesach, which is also seven days? The answer is
that Shavuos is the atzeres of Pesach, and the days between Pesach and
Shavuos are akin to Chol Hamo'ed.

These two Yamim Tovim are connected. Through the miracles of Yetzias
Mitzrayim and Krias Yam Suf, we acquired knowledge of Hashem and
became Am Yisrael, believers. Subsequently, we went through a 49-day
period of preparation in which we actually practiced the fundamentals of
emunah that had been imbued in us in Mitzrayim.

Klal Yisrael recognized the chessed of the Ribbono Shel Olamin providing
forthe entire world and sustaining us in the Midbar for forty years by giving
us the mann. The Ribbono Shel Olam took care of every single detail of
every person’s needs — and that recognition, that emunah and hakaras
hatov, is the preparation that was needed before Mattan Torah. This is the
connection between the Yom Tov of Pesach and the Yom Tov of Shavuos,
and that's why this period is called Sefiras Ha'omer. This omer, the korban
that was brought in commemoration of the omer of mann, reminds us of
all that the Ribbono Shel Olam does for us. In return, He doesn’t ask us
for anything — He just wants us to recognize Him and appreciate what
He does for us.

This is how we prepare for Shavuos. As the Ramban teaches, at the end
of Parashas Bo, when we believe and recognize that every single thing that
happens comes from the Ribbono Shel Olam, and there is really no teva
at all, then we have a chelek in Toras Moshe Rabbeinu.

Gut Shabbos.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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