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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Tazria Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
_—— o
The True Reality
—— o

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

Although this is supposed to be a parashah preview, I’d
like to take the liberty of speaking about Rav Chaim
this week, because I think Rav Chaim is part of the
parashah, as I’ll explain. The Chazon Ish writes, in his
Igros: 7707 °913 37 17 QN7 oMY 77 Mdn YW anye T
— the knowledge of the chachmei hador, their hearts
and their middos, are actually bodies of Torah. The
chachamim Hashem planted in each generation, says
the Chazon Ish, are actually part of the Torah. There
was a masechta called Rav Chaim, and now that we
just lost him, this is the time when we have to learn
that masechta. The Gemara says, in Kesubos, that after
Rabbeinu Hakadosh was niftar, Klal Yisrael spent
thirty days focusing on aveilus, similar to when Moshe
Rabbeinu was niftar. During these thirty days, then,
Rav Chaim is part of the parashah. He is the parashah.
And our obligation now is to learn this parashah and

masechta. The S of Evi i

When describing the passing of Rabbeinu Hakadosh,
the Gemara (Kesubos ):£) famously states: ¥l
WP PN 72w 2°PI¥NT DR 2°9XIR. Rabbeinu Hakadosh
is referred to as the aron hakodesh, which was now
captured. Why, wonders the Maharsha, is the loss of
Rabbeinu Hakadosh referred to as the loss of the aron
hakodesh? Wouldn’t it be more apt to refer to this
loss as the loss of the Torah, or perhaps the luchos,
considering that Rabbeinu Hakadosh would seem to be
the Torah itself?

The Maharsha explains that when Rabbeinu Hakadosh
passed on, we didn’t lose his Torah. Since Torah is a
spiritual entity, it never disappears, but always remains
intact. What was lost was the aron hakadosh.

What’s an aron? The aron in the Mishkan was a
physical vessel that housed the Torah, making it
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accessible to this world. In other words, it gave us, in
this physical world, a grasp of Toras Hashem, which is
the word of Hashem, and far loftier than anything we
can comprehend. Inherently, Torah has no place in this
world, but the aron hakodesh enabled us to have some
grasp of it.

An adam gadol is a human being just like us. He has
human desires, and he lives in a world of kinah, taavah,
and kavod, a world where 957 ¥ 73y 792. But he houses
the Torah, and becomes someone who embodies only
Torah. Torah is the beginning and the end of his life.
Most importantly for us, he allows us to grasp how the
Torah can find a real place in this physical world. That
is the tremendous loss that occurred with the petirah of
Rabbeinu Hakadosh, and this is the tremendous tragedy
of the loss of Rav Chaim. Rav Chaim was the aron
hakodesh of the generation: He was a human being, but
he gave us access to Torah in its purest form, making
the Torah and its concepts a reality in this world.

We know thatHashem created this world based on
the Torah: ¥n%y X121 Xn»R2 72 HonoX. This idea is
signified by the aron hakodesh. Even during the period
of the second Beis Hamikdash, when the aron wasn’t
there, the place of the aron was called even hashesiyah
— for, as the Mishnah says (Yoma ©£b), nnuni fann
o7, the world was actually formed from that place.
What does it mean that the world was formed from
that place? The Gemara says that this accords with the
opinion that holds that Tziyon, Yerushalayim, is the
center of the world, and the beginning point of creation.
And at the center of Tziyon was the aron.

The entire world, then, is an outgrowth of the Torah.
The Torah forms the world, and everything in the
world is an expression of what’s in the Torah. This is
the concept that the aron represented: that the Torah is
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the source of everything that exists and happens in this
world.

Since we have been born in a world that functions
according to its “rules,” we typically view the Torah
— at best — as a wonderful rulebook that can guide us
through this very confusing world. But that perspective
confines the Torah to this world, which is so far from
the truth. Can there be a world without the Torah? Is
the Torah just a detail in this world? Does the world
define the Torah?

On the contrary — it exists only as an extension of
the Torah. This is the truth that the aron hakodesh
represented. And this is what rabban shel Yisrael, Rav
Chaim, embodied.

From a Torah Lens

There are countless stories, relating to so many different
parts of Rav Chaim’s life, that express this concept. He
lived at the source. He lived the reality that the Torah
is the source of everything, and that everything in this
world has relevance and significance only insofar as
it expresses some aspect of the Torah. Everything he
was asked about prompted another mareh makom to
somewhere in Shas, or perhaps a Tosefta or a Toras
Kohanim.

Often, roshei yeshiva would bring their donors to Rav
Chaim for a brachah. Once, during this time of year,
before Pesach, someone was trying to impress upon
Rav Chaim how wealthy a particular gvir was, so he
told him, “He has a mansion with fifty rooms.”

“So how do you do bedikas chametz?” Rav Chaim
inquired.

To him, a house was a heicha timtza to do bedikas
chametz. This was his life.

He lived in a world formed by Torah, and therefore, he
was not confined by this world — just as the aron was
not confined by any of the rules and the constraints of
this world. The aron, in fact, did not take up space,
because it existed at the source. Similarly, Rav Chaim’s
life was not confined by worldly matters. This provides
a bit of insight into all the yeshuos and havtachos —
mofsim, really — that we experienced. In Rav Chaim’s
reality, the world was an outgrowth of the Torah and
what it required, and that world was subjugated to the
will of the adam gadol, the veritable aron hakodesh.

No Constraints

This concept, I think, is one that we can try to apply
to our own reality. Generally, we feel confined by the
rules of this world. We try valiantly to make room for
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Torah in this world, sometimes even shoehorning in
into our lives. And I’'m talking about bnei aliyah!

This is so far from the emes, though. In Rav Chaim’s
world, everything was an extension of Torah. If the
Torah says that when I learn Torah I’'ll change from
someone who’s not necessarily a baal kishron to
someone who is — ' M7y WH N2Wn "n 7 oN7in
N9 N o IRl — then that’s what happens. It’s not
possible that I won’t succeed, so I’ll learn until I start
to understand.

In our confined view of the world, we accept that there
are certain times of decline in yeshiva, such as at the
end of a zman, and we say, “OK, this is reality. [ have
to be in touch with the times.” We need to breathe in a
bit of this idea at the source. The Torah is not confined
by the world; the world has to be confined, and defined,
by the Torah.

Recently, I was speaking to a baalebos who was telling
me that he’s taking his family of eight or nine people
to a Pesach hotel, at a cost of fourty thousand dollars.
“I’m so uncomfortable with that,” he admitted. “I know
I can support a kollel family in Eretz Yisrael for a half
a year with that amount of money. It’s crazy. I don’t
know what to do, but I have no choice — this is what
everyone is doing, so we have to do it.”

He was expressing what it means to be trapped by the
norms of this world — norms that people feel confined
to, despite their being warped. Rav Chaim lived in a
pure world that was an expression of the Torah, and
reflected the reality of being at the source.

Torah forms our world. We live in a world of chessed,
of emes — the Eibishter’s world. It’s a different world,
a world to which we all had some connection when Rav
Chaim was with us. I hope we all understand that this
is the true loss we incurred with Rav Chaim’s passing,
so much more than all his yeshuos and havtachos.
Those were certainly a tremendous protection for Klal
Yisrael, and I am not minimizing that. But the source
of all that was the recognition of the true place of Torah
in our value system, as the root of everything.

That was a reality when Rav Chaim was alive, and
he, like an aron hakodesh, gave us a grasp of this
reality. That’s why the whole Klal Yisrael ran there and
breathed that reality. Klal Yisrael was looking for that
truth, and didn’t want to get entangled by this world.
We all knew that we had strayed and become estranged
from the pure world of Torah, and we were grasping
and gasping for that pure aron hakodesh, for someone
who lived at the source, who lived the reality of ?5nox
N9V RI21 RNMIINA 72,
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Infusing Rav Chaim’s Reality into Our
Lives

Many of us feel that we have no connection to Rav
Chaim’s level, since he was so removed from this
mundane world, and lived in the kodesh hakodashim. I
think this sentiment is a function of the yetzer hara, and
we have to be able to take something from Rav Chaim
for ourselves. Indeed, the Gemara says, in Yoma, that
during the time of aliyah I'regel they would raise the
paroches and allow Klal Yisrael to gaze upon the aron
hakodesh and the keruvim.
During these thirty days of aveilus, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is raising the paroches, and we’re supposed to peek
at the aron hakodesh and take something from it.
How do we do this?
The Gemara describes the methods of expounding the
Torah, which include a hekesh, and a gezeirah shavah.
The Gemara mentions a concept called: P 770 117
XINX2 (see, for example, Bava Kamma 25b), meaning
that we can apply a concept we learn from a source to
another place, without applying every halachah exactly
as it pertains to the source. In other words, we don’t
make a carbon copy of the source by applying the

JOIN THE S
SIMGHA /1)
mnm:mrs

halachah exactly; rather, we apply it in a relative sense,
taking a lesson from the source and applying it to the
other place as appropriate.

We started with the words of the Chazon Ish, who said
that 7707 9913 37 77 QN MY MTA MON DY onyT.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu planted Rav Chaim Kanievsky
in our generation, and every one of us is part of this
generation, which was given Rav Chaim as gufei
haTorah, meaning that he’s a parashah and a masechta
in Torah. I believe that, in accordance with the Chazon
Ish’s words, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is making a hekesh
between Rav Chaim and every single person in our
generation. We probably can’t be 7°m1 711 N7 — we
can’t become carbon copies of Rav Chaim — but we
could be XInX2 PR X171 N17. We can tap into the truth
of his reality, a reality that we had and are now at risk
of losing, since Rav Chaim is no longer with us. But
the reality is there for us to grab, so we can take it for
ourselves and give it over to our children.

This is the greatest ilui neshamah we can do for oso
tzaddik — and for our own neshamos.

Gut Shabbos.

¢
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VTN DYWHH
Parashas Tazria

5 Outside the Camp

mamnad YINn 2w T2 KT KL RRL? i3 VAT R m b
Jawin

All the days that the affliction is upon him he
shall remain contaminated; he is contaminated.
He shall dwell in isolation; his dwelling shall be
outside the camp (Vayikra 13:46).

is a zavah, as she transmits tumah to a man who cohabits with
her. More stringent than the zavah is a metzora, as he trans-
mits tumah through entry.”

With these words, the Mishnah describes the powerful tumah
of the metzora, who transmits impurity to any person or utensil
inside a dwelling that he enters. Rashi (Bamidbar 12:12) adds thata
metzora is regarded as a corpse, and just as a corpse renders every-
thing impure upon entry, so too, the metzora renders everythlpg
impure upon entry. The mefarshim explain that since the impurity
of a metzora is as halachically severe as tumas meis, he is regarded
as if he were dead.

r ! “he Mishnah teaches (Keilim 1:4): “More stringent than a zav
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The Four Regarded as Dead

The Gemara states: “Four are regarded as dead — a pauper, a met-
zora, a blind person, and one who has no children” (Nedarim 64b).

What is the common denominator among these four groups that
earns them the abysmal description of “chashuv k'meis”?

The obvious answer is that a pauper, a blind person, and a child-
less person endure so much emotional anguish that their lives are
not worth living, while the metzora suffers so much physical pain
that his life is likewise no longer worth living.

There must be a deeper explanation, however, because even one
who endures unimaginable suffering is still very much alive, and
it cannot be the physical or even emotional yissurim of these four
types of people that causes them to be regarded as if they were
dead. The Rosh Yeshivah R’ Chaim Shmulevitz frequently empha-
sized’ that even a life riddled with dreadful suffering and tortur-
ous punishment in Olam Hazeh is still inestimably superior to the
finality of death, for as long as man is still present in this world, he
can grow, accomplish, and discover the joy and privileges inher-
ent even in terrible tragedy and pain. Death, in contrast, is perma-
nent and irrevocable, and denies a person the opportunity to ever

acquire further, eternal happiness, which he will ultimately enjoy
in Olam Haba.

A Metzora Is Not Regarded as Dead
Because of His Physical Pain

With this perspective, it is clear that the physical pain of tzaraas
does nf)t render the metzora’s life not worth living, since even the
worst imaginable yissurim are still preferable to death. Indeed,
Dovid HaMelech declares gratefully: "1 X nm9) M 1p 02,
God has chastened me exceedingly, but He did ot givévmé over to death

(Te}fillim 118:18), and Rashi notes that for six months, Dovid was
afflicted with tzarags,

L
3. Sich i
Frielrfdo’? Mussar, Osher HaChaim; see Parashas Noach, “Sharing the Burden of 2

;" and Parashgs Shemos, “The Value of Life.” '
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The Gemara elaborates (Sanhedrin 107a): “For six months Dovid
was afflicted with tzaraas ... as it is written, 27IX2 mxwan, Purge me
of sin with hyssop (Tehillim 51:9).” Rashi explains that since Dovid
prayed to be purged with hyssop, it follows that he was a metzora.
Yet although Dovid HaMelech was afflicted with the excruciating
pain of tzaraas, he still thanked Hashem for sparing him from death
and allowing him to continue living. This is a clear indication that
the pain of fzaraas is not tantamount to death.

Why, then, is a metzora regarded as dead?

Living Alone

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz clarifies that a metzora is regarded as dead
because the Torah condemns him to solitude, as it states, 2w 173,
He shall dwell in isolation (Vayikra 13:46). Since a metzora is isolated,
his life isn’t life, and he is thus regarded as dead. Examining the
four categories of people who are regarded as dead, we find that
the common denominator among them is isolation.

Why is a deaf person not regarded as dead? Elsewhere, the
Gemara seems to imply that deafness is actually a worse defect
than blindness, as it states (Bava Kamma 85b) that if a person
blinded someone’s eye, he must compensate him for the value of
his eye, but if he made the person deaf, he must pay his total value.
The Rashba notes that the halachah regarding paying compensa-
tion for an eye applies only if the victim was blinded in both eyes,
for if he was blinded in only one eye, he is still fit to perform all
labors. In contrast, says the Rashba, one who is rendered deaf is
compensated with his full value, since he is no longer fit to do any-
thing, and is regarded as dead.

This halachah seems to indicate that someone who is blinded in
both eyes is not regarded as dead, and therefore receives only the
value of the eye in compensation, while a deaf person is regarded
as dead, which is why someone who causes another to go deaf
must pay the person’s full value, and not only the value of his ears.
Considering Chazal’s statement that a blind person is regarded as
dead, how are we to understand this?
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When Chazal rule in laws of damages, their objective is always
to compensate the victim for the loss he personally suffered, and
in this regard the value of the ear exceeds the value of the eye.
Indeed, Rabbeinu Yonah writes (Shaarei Teshuvah 2:12), regarding
the verse: Dyy 1wIn naiv nymw 25 motr ooy Sikn, The light of the
eyes gladdens the heart; good tidings fatten bone (Mishlei 15:30):

The eye is a very precious organ, because it enables people
to see light, which gladdens the heart. Yet the ear is even
more precious, because it enables people to hear good tid-
ings, which fatten bone, [a body part] that cannot feel and
cannot be fattened on account of the light of the eyes, but
only with more intense pleasure. Our Sages, of blessed
memory, also stated that the ear is more precious than the
other organs, for if one blinded the eye of his fellow, he
pays him only the value of his eye, but if one made his fel-
low deaf, he must pay his fellow’s entire value.

In other words, the value of the ear supersedes that of the eye,
since it brings pleasure to the entire body, whereas the pleasure of
sight does not affect the whole body.

Rabbeinu Bechaye writes similarly (Shemos 4:11): “The sense of
hearing is more significant than the sense of sight ... for aside from
expanding the heart and bringing joy to it, it also invigorates one’s
bones. Indeed, the benefits a person derives from his ears surpass
those of the eyes.”

All this relates to the benefits that a person himself enjoys. Yet if
we evaluate which sense is more effective in interpersonal relation-
ships, there is no question that the eyes are of inestimably greater
importance than the ears! Vision enables a person to see another
person, feel his presence, relate to him, and communicate. Indeed,
regarding the Torah's statement, on%a0a K s DK Ky Awn 9T,

Moshe grew up and went out to his brethren and observed their burdens
(Shemos 2:11), Rashi comments that the words ori%apa xmindicate
that M05h§ “gave his eyes and heart to feel distress for them.” Only
g using his eyes was Moshe Rabbeinu able to truly feel Bnei Yis-
:ﬁel fs tlefmble OPPreSSilon and suffering. When he “gave his eyeg"
€ feelings touched his heart, and he was able to share their pain.
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In contrast, one who cannot see cannot feel another person’s
pain or share it. We find that when Yaakov Avinu wanted to bless
Menashe and Efraim, the Torah states: 931 K% 1gm 17123 9%t )
DY pam o PYM YK DRK WA NikY7, Now Israel’s eyes were heavy
with age, he could not see; so he brought them near him and he kissed
them and hugged them (Bereishis 48:10). The Sforno explains that
Yaakov Avinu “could not see well enough that his blessing should
rest upon them when he saw them.” Therefore, “he kissed them
and embraced them — so that his soul would cleave to them, and
his blessing would rest upon them.”

Had Yaakov Avinu been able to see Menashe and Efraim, that
would have bred an automatic closeness between them, and his
berachah would have come upon them immediately. Yet because
his eyes were heavy with age and he could not see them well, he
needed to embrace them and kiss them in order to for his soul to
cleave to theirs so that his berachah to them could take effect.

Based on this, we can explain Hakadosh Baruch Hu'’s words to
Moshe Rabbeinu regarding Aharon: 1252 mnw) %7, And when he
sees you he will rejoice in his heart (Shemos 4:14). The Torah attests
that when Moshe and Aharon were reunited, their souls cleaved to
one another with love, as the pasuk states, %Ki 272 3w 771
5 pw, So he went and encountered him at the mountain of God, and
he kissed him (ibid. v. 27). From the moment that Aharon HaKohen
glimpsed Moshe Rabbeinu with his eyes, his heart filled with joy.

This also explains why a blind person is regarded as dead, and
a deaf person is not. While a deaf person is profoundly affected
by his disability, he is still very much alive, aware, and connectgd
to his environment and the people around him. A blind person, in
contrast, is alone and isolated, and cannot forge a deep connectl.on
of friendship and love with those around him. His life is not a life,
which is why he is regarded as dead.

The Inability to Give

The same concept can be applied to one who is childlesg Or[jl th.es.'
surface, it would seem such a person has an easy, cerefr'ee. hfel. s E Cle
exempt of tzaar gidul banim; hisburden of parnassah is minimal, s
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he has no dependents to support; and his life should be straight-
forward and comfortable. Why is he, of all people, regarded as
dead?

Embedded in the very fabric of human nature is the powerful
desire to give to others, and even stronger and more compelling
than that is a parent’s deep-seated desire to give to a child. Con-
versely, the only person from whom one is willing to accept so
much is a parent. One who is childless cannot sate this overpower-
ing desire to give, which is an integral part of human nature, and
his life is thus not a life.

The power of parental giving is demonstrated in the story of the
two women who came to Shlomo HaMelech, each claiming that
the living infant was her child, and the infant who had perished
was the other woman'’s child. How could the woman who had lost
her child be so cruel as to attempt to kidnap another baby from his
mother’s arms in order to replace the one she’d lost? She had no
doubt that this was not her child, so how could she insist on taking
the other mother’s child for herself?

This bereaved mother knew that if she would raise this child as
her own, he would grow up believing that she was his biological
mother and would gladly accept all the kindness and love that she
would shower upon him. This would satisfy her maternal instinct
and fulfill her innate desire to give.

So intense and deep-rooted is a parent’s desire to give to a child
that this woman was willing to commit a heinous crime against an
innocent woman in order to satisfy this craving. This underscores
that when a person cannot actualize the instinct to give, his life is
worthless, which is why those who are childless are regarded as
dead.

The same rationale applies to the pauper. While a pauper is con-
stantly distressed due to his trying circumstances and may suffer
hur.lger, cold, and deprivation, these difficulties are not the reason
he 1S regarded as dead. What reduces the life of a pauper to one
that I8 not worth living is his inability to give to another. His des-
tltm“_’“ pervades every fiber of his being and prevents him from
reaching out to help his fellow man. The feeling that one cannot
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give anything of oneself to others is infinitely worse than poverty
itself, and this is why a pauper is regarded as dead.

The common element among the pauper, the metzora, the blind
person, and the childless person is that they lack the opportunity
and conditions to connect to others, live with them, give to them,
and build relationships, and this is why their life is not life.
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