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Parashas

Shemini/
Parah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

f— @-o —
Deceptive Appearances
f— @-o —

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

This week started with the sad levayah of Hagaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky
zt"l. The Gemara (Yoma 72) teaches that just as the aron in the Beis
Hamikdash was gold externally and internally, every talmid chacham
has to be tocho kebaro. We see from the Gemara's comparison that it's
assumed that a real talmid chachamiis like the aron habris. The aron in the
Beis Hamikdash was designed to hold the luchos, and the talmid chacham
is the kli that holds the Torah, so he too must be golden inside and out.

It's not good enough to learn Torah — you have to be a talmid chacham
in your very essence. To become tocho kebaro, you must work on your
middos, your yiras Shamayim, and your ehrlichkeit. The Gemara (Sanhedrin
68a) cites R’ Eliezer's teaching that the two hands of a talmid chacham
are like two sifrei Torah.

The Midrash says, in Shir Hashirim, that R' Yehoshua kissed the stone
that R' Eliezer sat on and said, “This stone is like Har Sinai, and the one
who sat on it is like the aron habris.”

All this goes to show that to be a talmid chacham one must be tocho
kebaro, exactly like the aron itself.

We're too small to be able to quantify or explain the gadlus of R' Chaim
Kanievsky, whose mouth, heart, and brain were involved only in Torah
throughout his entire 94 years. He was the epitome of tocho kebaro, the
real talmid chacham. His loss is an aveilus for Klal Yisrael.

Chazir Treif

Parashas Shemini conveys the importance of being tocho kebaro as
well, as it discusses the various tamei animals, foremost among which is
the chazir. Although the chazir has split hooves, and looks tahor externally,
it is unkosher because it does not chew its cud — it is not tocho kebaro.
The passuk says: X9 N7} RIN) NDI2 YOY YUV) RIN NI 07191 2 VM NN
D2 RIN RNV 7, and the terminology here is puzzling: RN NP2 019N
seems to be a reason why the chazir should be tahor, not a reason why it
is tamei! The reason it is tamei is 1” X N7) XM, not RN 1D 07191 2!

The Kli Yakar answers that once the chazir is tamei because it's not
tocho kebaro, then the fact that externally it looks kosher becomes an
additional reason to forbid it, because its appearance is misleading. Better
to be treif through and through, like other tamei animals, than to give the
appearance of being tahor, like a chazir.
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Similarly, a corrupt person who people think is kosher is even worse
than an obviously corrupt person, and can have a terrible influence on
others. In this vein, the Mesilas Yesharim (ch. 22) states that there's
nothing worse than someone you imagine is really a good influence, but
when you get close to him you realize that he's not.

Beware the Uber-Holy

This week we also read Parashas Parah. The chachamim enacted
that the kohen who dealt with the parah adumah should be a tvul yom,
to counter the stance of the Tzedukim, who made sure the kohen was
completely tahor.

The Pnei Yehoshua wonders: If the Tzedukim had been lenient in this
regard, and were not careful regarding something the Torah required,
then we would certainly have to act differently than them. But if they
have a chumra that the kohen should be tahor, why do we have to make
a point of being more lenient? Either the kohen is tahor or he is tamei,
but why davkainsist that he be a tvul yom in order to take a stand against
the Tzedukim?

The Pnei Yehoshua explains that even the chumra of the Tzedukim
is a siman tumah. The fact that they're makpid that the kohen must be
tahor is liable to attract people and dupe them into believing that the
Tzedukim are heilig. And therefore, the chachamim instituted davka to
be metamei the kohen, to counter the Tzedukim and not allow them the
opportunity to influence us.

We see, then, that Chazal learned from the the pasuk regarding the
chazir how careful we have to be with someone who gives the impression
of being kosher but truly isn't.

The Gemara (Nedarim 25a) discuss the famous story of kanya d'Rava,
inwhich a borrower claimed that he had repaid his loan and Rava required
him to take an oath. Before taking the oath, this person hollowed out
a walking stick and placed the money he owed inside it. Then, in the
courtroom, he asked the lender to hold his walking stick, so he could hold
a sefer Torah while swearing that he hadrepaid the loan.

The Meiri notes (Nedarim 25) that the borrower was not halachically
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required to hold a sefer Torah to take this oath, but he gave the impression
of being so holy that he wants to be more machmir than the Torah, to
have an excuse to give the walking stick to the lender. His “chumrah”
was actually a trick to have the lender hold the stick so his oath could
technically be true, even if it was utterly misleading.

In a similar vein, the Meiri writes (Sotah 20b) that in the future
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will exact retribution from wicked people who
present themselves as big tzaddikim, giving the impression of being
holy, and thereby negatively influencing others. Regarding such people
the passuk says: )X %2V 5239030,

The Danger of a Wrong Impression

Chazal typically refer to the chazir as a davar acher, and some say
the reason we don't want to call it by its name is that a person might be
tempted to eat from it. The Chasam Sofer (Parashas Vayishlach) explains,
however, that the reason it is called a davar acher is that it is different
from the impression it gives; it's not tocho kebaro. And that's the worst
feature of the chazir.

Tosafos, in Bechoros, discusses those who present themselves publicly
as pious people, giving the impression of being greater than others, but
behind closed doors are not truly as pure as they appear to be. These
people are the ones you have to watch out for.

We learn a similar lesson from the dinim of the metzora. If he has a
small nega that spreads, then he's tamei, but if it spreads over his entire
body, then he's tahor. The Rema, in sefer Toras Ha'olah, explains that the
metzora did something wrong, and is a bad influence. If he is all white,
then everyone knows to be careful and keep their distance from him,
so there's no need for the Torah to classify him as tamei. If, however, he
has a small nega that he can cover, everyone will think he's a tzaddik, so
the Torah declares him tamei to ensure that people stay away from him.

Beware of Fox

The Chasam Sofer writes, regarding this week's parashah, that there’s
a marked difference in Perek Shirah between the shirah of the wolf and
the fox. Everyone knows that the wolf is a wild animal, and that you need
to be careful with it. A fox, however, is cunning, so you don't realize how

dangerous itis, and it therefore has a different shirah. The Chasam Sofer
adds that this is what we emphasize on Pesach when we say: TIR IR
%N 712N, The Egyptians wished to annihilate Klal Yisrael, but they
were tocho kebaro — they said what they intended to do. Their terrible
intentions notwithstanding, they were still better than Lavan HaArami,
who gave the impression of being a tzaddik, when he really wasn't.

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 18) relates that at the levayah of R’ Yosi
ben Kisma, the Romans were good to the Yidden. What was the result?
Coming back from that levayah, they found R' Chanina ben Tradyon learning
Torah, and they went and killed him.

R’ Chaim Kanievsky cites his father, the Steipler, as explaining that the
Romans gave the impression of being close and friendly to the Yidden
so that they could cause problems for them later and be able to kill R’
Chanina ben Tradyon.

This is the lesson of .R31 ND79 V790 73 NN NN

Likewise, in Bereishis Rabbah, the Midrash compares the chazirto Eisav,
who committed immoral acts, stealing women from their husbands, but
then, when he turned forty, emulated his father by marrying a new wife.
The Midrash concludes by cautioning that we, too, must be careful around
people who are similar to Eisav.

The Gemara (Bava Kama 82) uses the lashon:nmna v11a% p» , describing
how the chazir stuck its hooves into the walls of Yerushalayim before the
churban. It was specifically the chazir's hooves that destroyed the walls,
since those split hooves are what gives the impression of kedushah —and
that is really the opposite of kedushah.

The sefer Kav Hayashar (ch. 42) says that when you see someone
who kisses his tefillin and davens properly, but you know that he doesn’t
deal honestly with people, you have to be very careful — more than with
someone who doesn't put on tefillin and doesn’t daven — because this
person is liable to influence you.

This is the lesson that we learn from Parashas Parah, as well as from
the maachalos asuros delineated in Parashas Shemini, and this is the great
chizuk of tocho kebaro of the gadol hador. May the Ribbono Shel Olam
bentch us that just as the parah adumah is mechaper, misas tzaddikim
should be mechaper, and we should be zocheh to the geulah, n7nna
JARII
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The following is a preview of the new sefer, Rav Nosson Tzvi Speaks, an English
translation of the weekly Erev Shabbos Sichos delivered by the Rosh Hayeshiva zt"|
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ArtScroll® Serles

INY NYAaL
Parashas Shemini

w3 Honoring Our Rebbeim

WK 1D UNY ANDIMY LR RIAR] 37) R um e
my K5 R T W houeh g nup by veem
71 105 1nmn onix Saxm 71 a05m WK x¥m 3 ook
The sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, each took
his fire pan, they put fire in them and placed incense
upon it; and they brought before Hashem an alien
fire that He had not commanded them. A fire came
n in 'UJ forth from before Hashem and consumed them, and

they died be Hashem (Vayikra 10:1,2).
]Jy In} ]Jj ey died before { I

E ]' * Eliezer taught: The sons of Aharon did not perish
\ until they rendered a halachic ruling before Moshe,

“their teacher. What did they teach? yza 1o 32 103
nama Sy wx, The sons of Aharon the Kohen shall place fire on
the Altar, and arrange wood o the ire (Viayikra 1:7). They said:
“Even though a fire descends from heaven, it is a mitzvah
to bring [fire] from the layman [as welll.” R Elie:_r.er had
one disciple who rendered a halachic ruling in his pres-
ence. R’ Eliezer said to Imma Shalom, his wife, “1 wm‘:ld be
surprised if he survives the year,” and indeed, he did not
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survive the year. She said to him: “Are you a prophet?” He
said to her, “I am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet;
but I have learned that anyone who rules in halachah before
his beacher deserves to die” (Eruvin 63a)

Why is rendering a halachic ruling in the presence of one’s rebbi
regarded as such a serious offense that it warrants such a grave
punishment? Surely, this detracts from the honor that one is meant
to accord one’s rebbi, yet the punishment still seems to far exceed
the severity of the erime.

T compound this question, we find that the Shulchan Aruch
rules: “A rav who forgives his honor ... his honor is forgiven”
(Yoreh Deah 242:32). Why, then, didn't Moshe Rabbeinu forgive
Nadav and Avihu so they would not be punished? The same ques-
tion can be asked regarding R’ Eliezer, who predicted that his
talmid would perish that very year. If he foresaw the man's tragic
fate, why couldn’t he forgive his honor and save his talmid from
an untimely death? This is a serious question, especially consider-
ing the Gemara's statement that “one whose friend is punished on
his account is not granted entry into the chambers of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu" (Shabbos 149b). Why did both Moshe Rabbeinu and R’
Eliezer insist on upholding their honor rather than forgoing it and

sparing their talmidim from premature death?

Lacking Authority

The Rosh Yeshivah R’ Chaim Shmulevitz explains® that the main
pmblhzm with rendering a halachic ruling in the presence of one’s
I'lljbl:l] is not the disrespect that the talmid manifests nor even the
filsg:racc that it brings upon the rebbi, but rather the underlying
issue of the talimid's lack of submissiveness to his rebbi’s authority
— even if he genuinely respects him.

This principle is reflected in the Gemara’s teaching (Eruvin 63):
R’ Levi said: Anyone who answers a word [i.e., renders a
ha_la.chic decision] in front of his teacher goes to the grave
without a child. For the verse states (Bamidbar 11:28): 1¥1

I_-_-—-_‘
L Sichos Mussir, Moreh Halachal Bifinei Rabbo,
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oxY3 M IR KN TINAN T A 12 12 e, Yehoshua
bin Nin, the attendant of Moshe, responded and he said, “My
naster Moshe, lock Hhiem up.” And it is written (| Divrei HaYa-
i T:27): 133 yeter 133 1ia, Won was his son; Yelhoshua was his
son. [Scripture does not continue the line after Yehoshua,
because he left no sons.]

Since Yehoshua issued a halachic ruling in the presence of Moshe
Rabbeinu, he was punished with not having sons. While it would
be logical to assume that the problem with issuing a halachic rul-
ing before one’s rebbi is that it shows contempt for the rebb, it is
clear that Yehoshua's statement was made out of genuine concern
for Moshe Rabbeinu, as Moshe himself responded: ¥ nnx xapng,
Are you being zealous for my sake? Therefore, we learn that even if
the talmid’s goal is to uphold his rebbi’s honor, issuing a halachic
ruling in the presence of one's rebbi still reveals a gross lack of
respect and a dismissal of authority, and is strictly prohibited.

Submission: A Symbol of Greatness

Regarding the words 5w sapi, and to the elders of Yisrael (Vayi-
kra 9:1), the Midrash teaches: "R’ Akiva taught: The Jewish people
are compared to a bird. Just as a bird cannot soar without wings,
50, too, the Jewish people cannot do anything without [consulting]
their elders” (Vayikra Rabbah 11:8). The Midrash is teaching that
Klal Yisrael differs from the other nations of the world in that the
nations do as they please without seeking anyone's advice, while
Klal Yisrael does not do anything without consulting their elders.

Later in the Midrash (ibid.), we see a marvelous expression of
the honor accorded to our elders:

R’ Yose bar Chalafta said: Old age is great! When they are
elderly, they are cherished, but when they are youngsters,
they are still a bit immature. As R" Shimon ben ‘t’ochlai
taught: Not in one place, and not in two places, but in
numerous situations we find that Hashem accorded respect
to the elders — at the burning bush; in Egypt; in Sinai; in
the Wilderness; etc. Even in the future to come, Hakadosh
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g o i : nee of his actions, Since his actions caused
Baruch Hu will honor the elders, as it is written: mmom rather a direct conseque

2P WRT WA ... M gt e, The moon will be humili- Klal 'r'ilsrﬂel to forfeit their right to exist, he forfeits his right to exist,

ated and the sun will be shamed ... and Pere will be honor as well. . . "
Hf:.- elders (Yeshayah 24:23). A R’ Chaim Shmulevitz taught that the reason_oertam rl'lnacssxdnc
Throughout the ages, Klal Yisrael has always venerated our Rebbes possess the power to Pt‘ffﬂi'm wun:dnrs is that ﬂiﬂf dlu-w
elders, and Hashem accords them great honor as well, sidim believe wholeheartedly in them a ¢ negate t .Emsie x.es
before them without any trace of doubt or disrespect. It is this his-
Submission to Gedolei Hador batlus that infuses the Rebbes with the power to perform actual

miracles.

The basis of Klal Yisrael's survival has always been our elders This is the power of genuine hisbatlus!

and Torah sages. We draw both physical and spiritual strength

from our elders, and our strength depends on our level of submis- Fearing Your Rebbi
sion to them. If, Heaven forbid, we cease to defer to the views of
our gedolim, we forfeit this strength, Chazal teach: “And your fear of your rebbi shall be as your fear
The reason that issuing a halachic ruling in the presence of one’s of Heaven” (Avos 4:12). The awe that a falmid feels toward his rebbi
rebbi is viewed with such severity is that this type of behavior encompasses an aspect of the awe that a person must feel toward
causes Klal Yisrael to lose its strength and its ability to survive. Hashem Himself. This can be understood in light of the introduc-
Both Moshe Rabbeinu and R" Eliezer were therefore unwilling to tory Mishnah in Avos (1:1): “Moshe received the Torah at Sinai, and
forgo their honor, because they grasped that Klal Yisrael's very relayed it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to the Elders, and the Elders
existence depends on honoring the sages. Moreover, even if they to the Prophets, and the Prophets relayed it to the Anshei Knesses
had forgone their honor, they could not have prevented the offend- HaGedolah.”
ers from being punished, The Rambam, in his preface to his commentary on the Mish-
Tosafos state (Kesubos 60b, s.v. Ki afkirusa) that if a rebbi forgoes nah, expands this list to include all the prominent Torah teachers
his honor, a talmid is permitted to issue a halachic ruling before throughout the generations, until Ravina and Rav Ashi, the final
him, yet surely this does not mean that the talnid may rule as he Amoraim, who sealed the Talmud., In truth, it would be fitting to
desires. Rather, since the rebbi authorized this, the talmid’s ruling document the entire chain of those who taught Torah throughout
is merely an extension of what his rebbi taught him, so he is not the generations in order to demonstrate that every rav Wffi':'fd the
actually ruling independently. Torah from his rebbi and then relayed it to his falmid, extending the
“Nevertheless,” Tosafos qualify, “he should not issue a ruling, conduit of Torah transmission that began at Har Sinai. Conversely,
for his ruling will not be successfu |, because his rebbi is with him.” one who disagrees with his rebbi interrupts the pipeline that trans-
Even if the rebbi explicitly permits his talmid to rule in his pres- mits Torah to successive generations. o,
ence, it is preferable for the talmid to avoid exercising this leniency, This is why Chazal regard issuing a halachic ruling in the P’E‘
since he will not benefit from the siyata diShmaya that enables him ence of one’s rebbi as a severe sin that is punishable with death.
to arrive at the truth. ; Since Klal Yisrael's right to exist depends on hisbatlus to our elders,
The punishment meted out to one who issues a halachic ruling one who scorns the gedolim is actually harming himself.
before his rebbi is not actually a punishment for an offense, but
Parashes Shemini 18 16 RAV NOSSON TZVI SPEAKS
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R’ Yochanan Could Not Forgive Reish Lakish

The Gemara relates (Boow Metzia 84a) that R Yochanan once
polemized with Reish Lakish regarding the precize point when a
sword, a knife, and a hunting spear are regarded as finished prod-
ucts, which are capable of becoming tamei. In the course of their
debate, Reish Lakish spoke disrespectfully to R’ Yochanan, who
was disheartened by this remark. Reish Lakish immediately took
ill and was on the verge of death. His wife, who was R” Yochanan's
sister, visited her brother and tearfully beseeched him to forgive
her husband.

"Act for the sake of my children!” she pleaded, to which he
replied by citing the verse: mmg % 3pane ngny, Leave your orphans; 1
will sustain [Hherm] (Yirmiyah 49:11).

“Act for the sake of my [impending] widowhood!” she wept
again. R’ Yochanan answered with the pasuk: wpan 'y poimb,
And let your widows trust in me (ibid.), and Reish Lakish perished.

This Gemara is puzzling on many counts. First of all, why did R’
Yochanan refuse to forgive Reish Lakish, who was both his prime
disciple and his beloved chavriza? Moreover, even if Reish Lakish
had insulted his rebbi and not accorded him the proper respect,
how had his wife and children sinned to deserve the terrible fate of
widowhood and orphanhood?

The difficulty is compounded by the Gemara's description of
the profound anguish that R Yochanan himself experienced upon
th:lr death of Reish Lakish. R Yochanan ripped his garments and
grieved the death of Reish Lakish, who had challenged his every
statement by posing twenty-four difficulties, until the subject
became absolutely clear due to the resulting give-and-take.

“Where are you, son of Lakish? Where are you, son of Lakish?"
;“-]cifeL;WdEdR' ‘I’nll:hamn. He was so brokenhearted that he wept and

med until he lost his mi
his behalf, until he expired. e
_ Why didn't the sages daven that R’ Yochanan should recover,
hl”_““"i“d of merely requesting that Hashem end his misery and take

m? It was clear to all that there was no purpose in R’ Yochanan’s

continued existence, since the terrible anguish that he felt upon the
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loss of his talmid and chavrusa would have only caused him to lose
his mind again. R’ Yochanan could not live without the tremen-
dous spiritual boost and breadth of study that he enjoyed while
learning with Reish Lakish.

This is all the more surprising considering that R Yochanan pos-
sessed exceptional strength of character, as illustrated by the Gema-
ra's teaching (Berachos 5b, Tosafos) that after R* Yochanan's ten sons
all perished during his lifetime, he took a fragment of bone from his
youngest son’s body and wrapped it so he could use it to console
others who had suffered tragedy. So firm was R Yochanan's emo-
tional and spiritual fortitude that he was able to calmly show people
a piece of his child’s bone as a demonstration of his acceptance of
Hashem's will and teach them to accept His tribulations with love.
Mevertheless, when the loss of Reish Lakish affected R’ Yochanan's
Torah study to the extent that he could not regain the breadth of
Torah learning that he had experienced when dueling in Torah with
him, his fortitude failed him, and he lost his mind.

All this serves to intensify our original question: If R* Yochanan
so appreciated Reish Lakish's intellectual depth and brilliance and
knew that this talmid catapulted his own learning to unimaginable
heights, to the extent that he could not survive a day in the beis
midrash without him, why couldn’t R’ Yochanan find it in his heart
to forgive Reish Lakish and avert his untimely death?

R’ Yochanan knew that the key to Klal Yisrael's survival is its
leaders, and that one who fails to submit to the authority of the
rabbanim forfeits his right to exist, as we explained regarding a
person who issues a halachic ruling before his rebbi. Such a person
loses his own privilege to live and undermines the existence of the
entire nation, which is why R’ Yochanan could not condone forgiv-
ing Reish Lakish for his disrespectful words.

Even the Biryonim Honored the Gadol Hador

It is important for each individual to have his own rebbi, as
Chazal teach: 2n 3 niwy, Make for yourselfa rav (Avos 1:6). Yet, unfor-
tunately, people often allow themselves to dismiss or even -:lz-m;
grate the words of a different rav, which is categorically forbiddent
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We must always remember that while gedolim throughout the ages
have expressed differing opinions, in no way does this grant peo-
ple license to insult the rav of a different community or sector or
to besmirch his name. This has become a prevalent problem in our
generation, when boundaries have become blurred and people do
as they please.

The Gemara relates (Giffin 56a) that when Vespasian and his
army besieged Yerushalayim, R” Yochanan ben Zakkai requested
a meeting with the Roman general, but he could not leave the city
because the Biryonim and Sikrikim refused to allow anyone to
pass through the city gates. To escape from the city, R’ Yochanan
staged his own death and even placed a decaying animal upon his
body to emit a rotten odor while his talmidim carried him out of
the city for a supposed burial. When they reached the city gates,
the sentries wished to stab R’ Yochanan's body with their spears to
ensure that he was truly dead, but his talmidim objected, “They will
say that they stabbed their rebbi.” The guards wished to at least
push him, but the falmidim again protested, “They will say that
they shoved their rebbi.” Upon hearing this, the guards conceded
and opened the gates to allow the procession to exit.

If the wicked Biryonim, who did not balk at starving the enting
city of Yerushalayim in order to avoid surrendering to the Roman
army, could acknowledge the honor that they owed R’ Yochanan,
how much more so must we — bnei Torah who toil in the beis
midrash! — appreciate our obligation to honor our rabbanim and
talmidei chachamsing,

Sadly, in recent years, we have witnessed a stark deterioration in
hisbatius to gedolei hador, and this corruption has even spread to our
holy yeshivos, where we occasionally hear bachurim who speak
brazenly and scornfully against great talmidei chachamini. Some-
how, every bachur feels he has the right to an opinion, and even if
his rebbi says one thing, he thinks otherwise. How contemptible
are those people who rush to their rebbi to request a berachah or
advice when they are suffering a personal difficulty, but when the
rebbi instructs them to mend their ways and undertake a kabbalah,
they refuse to do so, or ignore his words,

Parashas Shemini 19

We cannot know for sure, vet I believe that many of the fzaros
that we suffer today, Rachmana litzlan, are born of the ternble dis-
respect to talmidei chachamim and rabbanim, as we know that “one
bit of leitzanus dismisses a hundred rebukes.” Even though our
sources all state that evil decrees result from bittul Torah, the two
issues are really one and the same, since without our rabbanim,
there is no Torah, and a lack in kaood haTorak is tantamount to bittul
Torah.

We must all improve in this realm and yield to the authority
of our gedolim and rabbanim, and may Hashem reward us with
the fulfillment of the Midrash that states: “In the future to come,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will honor the elders.”
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