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Parshas

Tzav/ Purim

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

_——

—

The Power of Purim

—’

——

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

The Mishnah says, in Maseches Megillah: Y 7917 Y00 N8 RNPN
KX, This can be interpreted, b'derech drash, to mean that if someone
thinks that the Megillah is just a historical account of ancient events, he
is not fulfilled his obligation. We have to realize that the message of the
Megillah has enduring relevance, even in our time.

The Rambam writes (Hilchos Megillah 2:18):

nomnn YN mwnn My Y01 PTNY 2NN Y3 RN 1A I
JPRY N9 YW AN YV MY NN WMN AWANI NNYP KA MM INOR
oMYy PHoa.

The Megillah concludes by saying:n?73 NYWI9 MR 19PN NYYN H2)
D91 710 72207 DD *37 90 5 DIN2 DY NI9D 1200 0T W 2T,
and R' Yechezkel Abramsky explained that for the purpose of historical
recordkeeping, we don't need the Megillah; we can go back to the archives
of the Persian empire for that. Rather, the Megillah carries a fundamental
message for us.

The opening words of the Megillah — WYMWNR "2 ' — have the
gematria of 914, which is equal to the gematria of the first Mishnah
of Maseches Megillah: 703 72 Y72 22 X2 NXRIP) N9M. What is the
significance of that?

The sefarim cite a Midrash that says that Achashverosh represents
Hakadosh Baruch Hu — the name “Achashverosh” signifying " Inxnw
YV MWRIM. This is an interesting description of Hashem — the King
who controls the end and the beginning. The beginning comes before
the end, so why is the end mentioned first?

In Reverse Order

On Purim, we experience a R 71a701), going from the bottom to the
top, as alluded to in the above Mishnah: 772 ¥»3 232 R™2 NRIPI NN
1"03. Who reads the Megillah on the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth
of Adar? The bnei hakefarim, the distant people, the ones who are not
that connected. On the fourteenth, the people in the arei haperazim
(unwalled cities) read the Megillah. And then, on the fifteenth — which
is the highest level — the Megillah is read in the arim hamukafim (walled
cities). These people are the last on the list, which goes in ascending
order of prominence. On Purim, we gather all the Yidden — 53 N} 013 77
D7’ — and everyone comes and gets connected. And the reason is

NI -IX NVID (4

that Haman took an X 0"WNN 723 Y, representing his desire to drag
the Yidden into the fiftieth shaar of tumah. We know that in Mitzrayim,
the Yidden were on the forty-ninth level of tumah, and Hashem had to
take them out so that they wouldn't fall into the fiftieth level, at which
point it would have been impossible for them to survive. Haman wanted
to bring the Yidden to that abyss of tumah.

Mordechai is the polar opposite of that. The letters of Mordechai's
name can be rearranged to spell ?1 777, and the gematria of "M is 50,
implying that Mordechai's derech led to the fiftieth shaar of kedushah.

Fifty is the number of Yovel, the year when everyone goes free. Even the
eved nirtza, who declares that he wishes to remain a slave, and about whom
the Torah says D9 1721, is freed when Yovel arrives. Yovel represents
the highest level, then, the time when everyone is freed. And that is also
represented by Purim and the Megillah, which happened at the end of
Galus Bavel — it was the time when everyone could leave that galus.

Hashem in the Megillah

Although the Name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu does not appear in the
Megillah, the first and last words of the Megillah hint to the Name *-1-9, as
the gematria of "n", the first word in the Megillah, is 31, and the gematria
of W1, the last word in the Megillah is 283, for a total of 314, which is
the gematria of >7-. So the Name *-1-v, which is essentially a Name that
relates to nature, is alluded to in the Megillah.

Throughout the Megillah, the term “Hamelech” is used to refer to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but the Shem Havayah is not mentioned. Yet even
the Shem Havayah does not describe Hashem'’s essence. There's actually
alevel even beyond Havayah:ppo8 'n 7308 . This level is calledy 8977y
—it's the kutzo shel yud, the keser that's above everything.

Yet even that is alluded to in the Megillah.

Megillas Esther is the only sefer of Tanach in which the word keser
appears. Megillah is the keser — it's R0 D2 M9 PNOR 00N NN, It
goes beyond Havayah. Every Yid has a letter in the sefer Torah, buteven a
personwho's sodisconnected that he doesn't connect to any of those letters
connects to Megillas Esther. Everyone is connected by Megillas Esther.

The Gemara in Chullin asks, 1222 7NN 11 INOR, and it answers with
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this passuk, XD 012 729 PHOR N0 *IR). Who said these words and
when did he say it? It was Moshe Rabbeinu, on the last day of his life. In
Vezos Habrachah, when he spoke to the Yidden, his last words were nRR)
AT MING Y, which allude to Mordechai's standing on Haman. Earlier,
in Parashas Vayelech, he says, X100 0172 %9 TROR 1007 2N .

As we said, Haman wanted to drag the Yidden to the fiftieth shaar
hatumah, while Mordechai brings them to the fiftieth shaar hakedushah.
No one can actually reach the fiftieth shaar hakedushah — even Moshe
Rabbeinu was described as: >80 VYR 1PN Yet the sefarim say that
onthe day when Moshe Rabbeinu was niftar, Zayin Adar, he did reach that
level. The Chasam Sofer points out that the name Har Nevo also alludes
to this, for 12)can be read¥a ) — on that day he reached the level of nun.
And on that day, he said X317 0172 9 PROR INDN *IR), and also NI
I MTIN Y, conveying that eventually everyone — even those who
are living in hester panim — will eventually get out. And that will happen
through the highest level, the level of keser.

Hiding the Crown

I heard a beautiful mashal that sheds light on the uniqueness of Purim.
On Purim, everything is hidden and camouflaged — we get dressed up,
and the pnimiyus is concealed behind an outward appearance that is
very different. Imagine that a king would want to transport his crown.
For that, he would not use a Brinks truck. You would use a Brinks truck for
ten million dollars, but not for the king's irreplaceable crown. How, then,
do you transport it? You hide it in some unassuming jalopy. This way, no
one is aware of the valuable cargo, and no one can damage it.

We know that Purim and Yom Kippur (“KiPurim”) are connected. At
the end of Parashas Tetzaveh, when the Torah discusses the mizbei'ach
haketores, the passuk says, 01920 NRVYN DA MY NOR YIIR 7Y 1108 799)
N7 RN DYTR WTp 0YHITY V7Y 192 MWa NNR. The sefarim note that
the passuk repeats the phrase N)¥a NNY, and they interpret the double
mention of this phrase as correlating to the N2 NNX of Purim and the

MY nnR of Yom Kippur.

Five Days of No Satan

The Gemara (Yoma 21) states that the gematria of 0V is 364,
corresponding to the 364 days of the solar year when the Satan is able
to prosecute. The one day of the year when the Satan is silenced is Yom
Kippur. Why, ask the mefarshim, is the prefix hei appended to the Satan’s
name? Furthermore, “Satan” alone has the gematria of 359, so which are
the five days represented by the hei? Some say that the hei corresponds
to the five days between Yom Kippur and Sukkos, but perhaps we can
suggest that it corresponds to the five days of Purim, as per the Mishnah's
statement above that the Megillah is read on the eleventh, twelfth,
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth days of Adar. These five days also
carry some element of Yom Kippur.

Taking this a step further, on Yom Kippur we recite Al Cheit and slowly,
painstakingly, try to reawaken our relationship with Hashem detail by
detail. Yet at times, with a burst of hislahavus, a person can break down
the whole wall at once. On Purim, we can accomplish 77n7 Y& X128 192
allat once instead of the gradual process of 1221 1122 11 1223 710910 121
’”78. We want to come back to the Ribbono Shel Olam!

Interestingly, the letters of the name "Vashti” can be rearranged to spell
™MW, and this name represents the nations of the world. Achashverosh—
the King, Hakadosh Baruch Hu, calls to Vashti to come, but she refuses.
The nations don't want to come. Yet Klal Yisrael, represented by Esther
— PNOXR MDD 1IN) — approach the King even when he hasn't asked
for her. She wants to go to him, to connect with him, even without his
authorization. That's what Klal Yisrael does on Purim. Unlike the nations,
who refuse to come, we want to connect with the Ribbono Shel Olam and
accept the Torah b'ahavah, so that we can bask in the light of Hashem
and merit the geulah.
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«5 The Power of the Nedavah

Hox? 1M2T NN 2P O3 227R N3 727 IK 7T BN
5K 1R TniEm namem

If his feast-offering is for a vow or a donation,

it must be eaten on the day he offered his feast-
offering; and on the next day, what is left over
may be eaten (Vayikra 7:16).

a 'he Gemara (Megillah 8a) differentiates between a neder (vow

i offering) and a nedavah (gift offering) as follows: “What is a

vow offering? One who says, ‘It is incumbent upon me to

bring an olah offering.” What is a gift offering? One who says, “This
animal is hereby designated as an olah offering.” ”

In other words, a neder is a pledge to bring a korban, which
requires the person to later choose an animal to offer, whereas a
nedavah is a spontaneous decision to offer a specific animal as a
korban to Hashem.

Yearning for Dveikus

The Ibn Ezra differentiates further, explaining that a person
makes a neder when he is in distress, and pledges a nedavah when
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his heart is inspired to bring a korban to Hashem, not as a vow, and
not as an expression of thanksgiving. Typically, a person pledges
to bring a korban when he is suffering, as Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah
70:1) teach regarding the pasuk, &% 773 3py? 9711, Then Yaakoo took
a vow, saying (Bereishis 28:20): “It is written, "5 237) *noty ¥ WK
"> ¥3, that my lips uttered and my mouth spoke in my distress (Tehillim
66:14). R” Yitzchak of Bavel said: And ny mouth spoke in my distress
means that he vowed, in his time of adversity, to do a mitzvah.
What is indicated by "nx%, saying? To teach future generations that
they should make vows [to do mitzvos] during times of distress.”

In contrast, the spiritual awakening that inspires one to offer a
korban nedavah stems from a powerful desire to cleave to Hashem,
as a korban draws a person close to Him. Indeed, the Zohar notes
(Vayikra 5a) that the word korban means “to draw close.” As the
Ibn Ezra teaches, a person makes a nedavah pledge not in order
to gain salvation, and not to thank Hashem for saving him from
misfortune. Rather, one brings this korban simply to come close to
Hashem.

This also explains why a neder is a commitment for the future,
while a nedaval is a spur-of-the-moment decision to dedicate a kor-
ban to Hashem. One who is in a difficult situation longs for salva-
tion and looks forward to the day when he will bring a thanksgiv-
ing offering to Hashem for having rescued him from his plight,
while one who is inspired to cleave to Hashem does not wish to
procrastinate the fulfillment of his desire for even a moment, and
hurries to give physical expression to his overpowering emotions
by dedicating an animal as a korban.

This hisorerus and yearning for closeness to Hashem that inspires
aperson to dedicate an animal as a korban is what imbues the neda-
vah witb its exceptional quality and power. This is one reason why
the entire subject of korbanos opens with this offering, as Rashi
teaches that the verse at the beginning of Parashas Vayikra (1:2),
2 T3R B3R 3792 33 07K BYoK nymx) Sx? a x o, Speak fo the
Eh’l‘_ire” of Israel m.zd say tq them: When a man among you brings an
ﬁf’mg to Hashem, is referring to korbanos nedavah. Chazal elaborate
(Midrash HaGadol, Vayikra 1:3): “ A korban nedavah is most cherished,
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as the Torah opens with it; in this vein, the [navi] says, 019 m5wn
ywnat, and let our lips substitute for bulls (Hoshea 14:3).”

Learning About Korbanos

This teaching of Chazal requires further explanation. How do
the words and let our lips substitute for bulls reveal that a korban
nedavah is the most beloved to Hashem of all the korbanos?

This pasuk illustrates that the fundamental purpose of korbanos
is not the physical act of offering the korban, but rather the per-
son’s inner craving to draw close to Hashem through the korban.
With this perspective, we can understand how it is that even today,
when we have no Beis HaMikdash, a person can express his yearn-
ing to draw close to Hashem by learning the parshiyos of korbanos,
and the act of learning is then regarded as if he physically offered
a korban to Hashem on the Altar. The meaning of the words and let
our lips substitute for bulls is that a person can offer korbanos through
the utterances of his lips.

Thisidea is also expressed in the following account of the Gemara
(Taanis 27b), regarding Avraham Avinu’s request to Hashem dur-
ing the Bris Bein HaBesarim: nyg7x "3 y1x a3, Whereby shall I know
that I am to inherit it? (Bereishis 15:8).

Avraham said: “Master of the Universe! Perhaps Israel will
sin before You, and You will do to them as You did to the
generation of the Flood and the generation of the Disper-
sion.” Hashem answered him: “No!” Avraham said before
Him: “Master of the Universe! Let me know whereby I shall
inherit it [i.e.,, by what means shall Israel atone for their
sins and thereby be saved from destruction].” Hashem
answered: “Bring Me three calves and three goats etc.” [ie.
the offerings will achieve atonement for their sins]. Avra-
ham said before Him: “Master of the Universe! That is fine
for the times when the Beis HaMikdash will be in existenc’e,
but in the times when the Beis HaMikdash will not bg in
existence, what will be with them?” Hashem answered h}m:
“I have already established for them the Scriptural section
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of offerings. Whenever they read from them before Me, I
will consider it as if they had brought [offerings] before Me,
and I will forgive them all their sins.”

Similarly, Chazal teach (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4:12) that the
words 2nnaw 3w vina (Shir HaShirim 4:3) allude to the red string
that would turn white to signify atonement, while the subsequent
words mx) 7271 allude to the goat that was thrown into the
ravine. The Midrash records this dialogue between Klal Yisrael
and Hashem: “Israel said before God: ‘Master of the Universe! We
have no red string and no goat!’ He said to them: “3'nnaty "y van
— the murmurings of your mouth are as precious to me as the red
string.” R” Abahu said regarding this: And let our lips substitute for
bulls — what can we pay instead of bulls and the goat? Our lips.”

Tefillah Brings Closeness to Hashem

Even today, when we are not privileged to have the Beis HaMik-
dash and the Shechinah in our midst, a Yid can still draw close
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu through sincere tefillah, and his earnest
prayers are then regarded as if he offered a korban to Hashem.

Chazal derive this idea from the same words, and let our lips sub-
stitute for bulls, as they teach (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:21) that Klal Yis-
rael declare, “Master of the Universe! When the Beis HaMikdash
stood, we offered korbanos and received atonement. Now all we
have in our hands is prayer ... and let our lips substitute for bulls.”

The essence of korbanos is the inspiration to cleave to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and there is nothing that draws a person closer to
Hashem than tefillah. When a person stands submissively before
Hashem, praises Him sincerely, expresses gratitude for the bound-
less gifts that he has been granted, and entreats for the future, he
reinforces his knowledge and faith that his entire existence depends
on Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and truly there is no greater means Or
eXF’re.ssion of drawing close to Hashem than this.

This concept emerges from the Sforno’s explanation of the words,
B0 392 2 0, When a man among you brings an offering to Hashen
(Vayikra 1:2): “When he offers from himself, with confession and
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humility, as the pasuk says, 2ngty o™ 5wy, and let our lips sub-
stitute for bulls (Hoshea 14:3); and as it says, 2w M0 oK My,
The sacrifices God desires are a broken spirit (Tehillim 51:19). For He
does not desire fools who bring offerings without first humbling
themselves, as Chazal derive from the word n3n, from among you,
that this does not include all of you; the apostate is excluded.”

Hashem desires korbanos that come oan, from you — korbanos
that bring a person to view himself as the offering and to subju-
gate himself wholly before Hashem by confessing his misdeeds
and revealing his broken heart. One who offers a korban but lacks
humility and a broken spirit is a fool who has completely missed
the point of korbanos. The Sforno emphasizes this by accentuating
the word of the pasuk nan, from among you, noting that this excludes
the apostate, whose korbanos lack submission and sincerity.

Achieving closeness to Hashem through humility and a broken
spirit occurs not only by offering korbanos and davening, but also
through each and every mitzvah, and each act of avodas Hashem and
limud Torah. If a person’s avodas Hashem is not sourced in humility,
then he cannot ascend to the heights of ruchniyus. Conversely, the
more a person sacrifices of himself to enhance his avodas Hashem,
the greater success he will see in all his endeavors — both material
and spiritual. Material success is also linked to a person’s dedica-
tion, yet in the spiritual realm this devotion is the basis for all suc-
cess, and without it a person cannot achieve anything.
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