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Parshas pARSHR REVIEW
Tetzaveh Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ o —
No Middos, No Talmid Chacham
_— —’

In this week’s parashah, we are introduced to the concept of bigdei
kehunah. The Torah gives a lengthy description of the garments worn by
the Kohen Gadol and the Kohen Hedyot, and the Gemara says that if a
Kohen does the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash while missing any of the
bigdei kehunah, his avodah is invalid.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 83b) gives an interesting reason for this,
saying: DNNND PR DYYY DY PR 0MYY DNNNI DYDY DTV jara
DY7Y. AKohen is not a complete Kohen if he's not wearing all of the bigdei
kehunah, and just as if a non-Kohen performs the avodah, it is invalid, a
Kohen who is mechusar begadim is like a non-Kohen, and therefore his
avodah is invalid.

This is surprising, because we generally understand that what qualifies
apersonasaKohenis his lineage: If his father is a Kohen, then heis also a
Kohen. Yet here the Gemarais teaching that a Kohen's status also depends
on his wearing the bigdei kehunah.

How do we understand that?

The most respected title thata Yid can earn is that of talmid chacham.
What's a talmid chacham? It's obviously someone who possesses vast
Torah knowledge and studies Torah diligently. That's the basic definition,
but to truly qualify as a talmid chacham, a person needs more than
knowledge — he must also possess good middos. Even if a person is
extremely knowledgeable in Torah, if his middos are lacking, he's not
considered a talmid chacham.

Throughout the generations, Klal Yisrael has had many gedolim and
talmidei chachamim guiding us in matters of Torah and halachah — and
besides their expertise in Torah, they were always tzaddikim and baalei
middos. Because the two have to go together.

Yet good middos and knowledge of Torah would seem to be two
separate things. Why are they so closely intertwined?

R" Wolbe explains this in Alei Shur, based on an insight of R’ Yisrael
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Salanter. The Gemara discusses, in many places throughout Bava Metzia,
the concept of X)) DNV XY, meaning that the Torah was given over to
Klal Yisrael to learn and understand, and chachmei Yisrael are charged
with issuing rulings according to their understanding. Therefore, even
if a bas kol contradicts the psak of a talmid chacham, we disregard the
bas kol, since Torah was given to the human talmid chacham to interpret
according to his daas, and his understanding is considered Toras emes.
However, says R’ Yisrael Salanter, a person’s daas is pure only when he
has good middos. If his middos are flawed, he has all sorts of negios that
can sway his mind from thinking clearly.

If apersonis learning Torah diligently all the time, and using his daas,
but his daas is warped due to his bad middos, then his Torah doesn't
qualify as Toras emes. The daas that the Torah allows us to use for ruling
on dinei Torah is the pure daas that a person was created with. But if he
warps his daas through bad middos, his daas is not reliable for paskening
in Torah. That's why these two things go together: You can't be a full
talmid chacham without middos tovos, because middos tovos ensure
that your daas is pure and qualified to make judgments regarding the
Torah's words. R' Wolbe points out that in the list in Pirkei Avos of the 48
kinyanim with which Torah is acquired, many of the items involve middos
tovos — because middos tovos are what make a person'’s daas reliable,
and his Torah reliable as well.

Double Duty

Returning to the Kohanim, a Kohen has two jobs: one is to perform
the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash, and the other is to teach Torah, as
the passuk states:30°a1n 1Wp2 NN NPT 110V’ 102 "NV 73 . The Ramban
indicates that these are not two distinct functions; they are extensions of
the same basicrole. The purpose of the Beis Hamikdash and the Mishkan
is to create a place of hashra'as haShechinah. The primary reason why
the Shechinah dwells in the Beis Hamikdash, says the Ramban, is that
it contains the aron, which holds the luchos —i.e., the Torah. The Torah,
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then, is the key to hashra'as haShechinah. Accordingly, the Kohanim who
perform the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash to maintain the hashra'as
haShechinah are also supposed to be talmidei chachamim. As the baalei
haTorah, they are charged with performing the avodah that enables the
Shechinah to dwell in the Beis Hamikdash, through the power of the Torah.

For a Kohen to fulfill his role of knowing and teaching Torah, he needs
to work on his middos, guarding his purity of daas and not allowing it to
be warped by improper middos.

The Begadim Fixed Middos

With this in mind, we can better understand the purpose of the bigdei
kedunah. The Malbim notes that in Parashas Acharei Mos, the Torah
refers to the bigdei kehunah using the term .72 Y70 The garments, then,
are related to middos, and the Malbim discusses at length how the bigdei
kedunah that the Kohen wears help to purify his middos.

The Gemara says that the various bigdei kedunah atone for different
aveiros. For example, the mitznefes atones for gasus haruach. How? The
Malbim explains that this is no mere coincidence. Where does gasus
haruach come from? From a person forgetting Hashem. Someone who
has Hakadosh Baruch Hu in mind doesn't suffer from arrogance. The

mitznefes helps a Kohen avoid gaavah because he's wearing on his head
a tangible reminder that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is above him —and he is
not allowed to be distracted from that awareness for even a moment.
That's how the mitznefes atones for gasus haruach. Similarly, each of the
other bigdei kehunah help to improve a certain middah of the Kohen, and
in that way rectify a particular aveirah.

The purpose of the bigdei kedunah, then, is really to develop middos
tovos. Considering that the bigdei kedunah help the kohen improve his
middos, we can appreciate why Chazal say that when a kohen is wearing
the bigdei kedunah — meaning that his middos are perfected — then he
is a Kohen, and he is then able to fulfill his role of Y7 1MYW? 172 "NAV
and perform his avodah in the Beis Hamikdash as a representative of the
Torah. But if a Kohen has not achieved tikkun hamiddos, then his Torah is
not what it should be, so his avodah is not what it should be, and therefore
he cannot be called a Kohen.

We all know how important good middos are, but from here we see
the specialimportance of a talmid chacham possessing good middos. The
reason a talmid chacham needs to have good middos is not only in order
to bring about kiddush Hashem —it's also for the sake of his Torah, as his
Torah can only be considered pure and true if it is backed by middos tovos.
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