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Parshas

Mishpatim

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

fP— o
Chessed is Not Only for the Recipient

—

—’

_——

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

Among the many halachos and mitzvos in this parashah, we find
numerous mitzvos bein adam I'chaveiro — mitzvos of chessed, such as the
obligation of prikah and te'inah: When you see another Yid's donkey or ox
collapsing under its burden, or needing to be loaded, you are obligated to
help. The Torah presents some of these mitzvos specifically in the context
of helping someone you hate, as it says, regarding the mitzvah of hashavas
aveidah:1% 12209 2W7 NYR 1700 IR 7R MY p3an 2. Similarly, regarding
prikah the Torah says: 1% 2ryn n7IM WYHR NNR P17 RV NNAD IRIN 2
Yy 2ryn ary— if you see your enemy’s donkey falling under its burden,
will you refrain from helping him? Help him unload his animal!

This seems a bit strange. Why does the Torah focus on helping your
enemy? The Gemara (Bava Metzia 32b) actually derives a halachah from
this: If you have a choice whether to load the animal of your enemy or to
unload the animal of your friend, the enemy’s animal takes precedence
— even though unloading the animal of your friend involves the added
advantage of preventing tzaar baalei chaim, since the animal is suffering.
The reason: 1% NR 13 *79— to subdue your yetzer hara, which tries
harderto convince you not to help your enemy. The advantage of overcoming
your yetzer hara and perfecting your middos takes precedence over helping
your friend and easing the suffering of his animal.

If not for the issue of overcoming your yetzer hara, then, prikah would take
precedence over te'inah. So why does the need to work on your middos
suddenly give precedence to te'inah? Why does fighting the yetzer hara
play arole in the mitzvah of chessed?

A Change of Heart

Perhaps we can suggest that the Torah is conveying to us a crucial
principle regarding chessed. The primary purpose of this mitzvah is not
the act of chessed itself — it is to implant the middah of chessed in the
soul of a Yid. The Sefer Hachinuch teaches that the actions we perform
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actually influence our hearts: ma11%n 0awWNI MYvan »InR. Therefore,
the true purpose of doing chessed is to instill the attribute of kindness
in the doer himself.

Often, when the opportunity for chessed arises, our previous history with
the potential recipient gets in the way, and the ill feelings we bear towards
that person prevent us from performing the chessed. The purpose of the
mitzvah of chessed is to instill in us the ability to go beyond our ego and
our selfishness and give to another person, and when we overcome our
ill feelings towards another person, that greatly strengthens the middah
of chessed with in us.

In this vein, the Targum Unkelos interprets the words vy 2ryn ary
— whose simple translation is “help him" — to mean:xn P1aYn pawvn
YMoY 93927 — abandon what is in your heart towards him. If your ego is
involved, and your harbor negative feelings toward the person, it's going
to deter you from giving to this person, so you are required to let go of
those feelings.

Regarding the words:1> aryn n%7m), Rashi comments that the Torah is
phrasing this as a question of surprise: ’nna. When you see your friend's
animal, would you really refrain from helping him? Inserting this element
into the Targum's interpretation, the passuk is urging you to ask yourself:
Will you allow your old scars and bad feelings get in the way of helping a
Yid in need? How can that be?

The passuk is reinforcing the idea that the goal of doing chessed is not
merely for the benefit of the recipient, but rather for the sake of implant-
ing the trait of generosity and kindness within you and strengthening the
muscle that allows you to go beyond your own selfish feelings. This is
why the mitzvah of helping an enemy takes preference. Working on your
yetzer harais not just a side benefit —when you act kindly to your enemy,
you are actually doing a greater act of chessed, and implanting a greater
middah of chessed within yourself, which is the purpose of doing chessed.
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The Reward is for the Sentiments

A similar concept appears in Parashas Re'eh, regarding the mitzvah of
giving tzedakah and loans. The passuk there instructs us to give repeatedly,
and not to harbor ill feelings when we give: TAna 7127 72 X919 190 M)
19. Often, when we give, we feel that the recipient doesn't really deserve
our kindness, or that he is taking advantage of us — yet the Torah urges

us to dispel those feelings from our hearts.

Rabbeinu Yonah notes that the passuk is telling us to banish these ill
feelings not only before we give, but also after we've given, as indicated
by the words: 7227 »7 ®5). Don't ruin the main purpose of the act of
chessed, the Torah is saying. Make sure that you engender good feelings
by allowing the chessed to envelop you and imbue you with the positive
sentiments associated with giving to another Yid. The passuk then
concludes by promising an all-encompassing berachah for one who gives

tzedakah: 7 n2Wn 5523 FwYN 922 PFOR N 9927 N1 12I0 Y32 0

The Gemara discusses the issue of whether beis din can force a person
to do mitzvos if he doesn't want to. aThe general rule is that beis din
does force a person to do a mitzvas asei — unless the Torah specifically
delineates the reward for the mitzvah, in which case we do not force

him to do the mitzvah. Beis din does force a person to give tzedakah,

however, and the Rishonim (such as Tosafos, Bava Basra 8b) wonder why
this is so, considering that the above passuk promises reward for those

who perform this mitzvah.

The Rishonim offer various answers, one of which is that there might

be a lav involved, besides the mitvas asei.

The Minchas Chinuch (Mitzvah 479) resolves the question brilliantly,
however, noting that the premise of the question is mistaken, because the
berachah is promised for the good feelings of kindness and generosity that
accompany the act of tzedakah, not for the giving itself. The words 9232 73
PPN N 9272 N 1270 refer not to the physical act of chessed, explains
the Minchas Chinuch, but to the middah of chessed that is implanted in
the person. Since the Torah does not specify a reward for the act of giving

itself, beis din can force a person to give tzedakah.

Many times, we get caught up in the act of the chessed itself, but the
Minchas Chinuch is teaching that the primary purpose of chessed is to
foster within us feelings of compassion and magnanimity towards other
human beings: .00 ANR R PIN RN NN ,DINT INR R ,DINT RIN AN This

is the beauty of a Yid, and this is the purpose of all the mitzvos of chessed.
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