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Parashas
Shelach

pARs H APREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks'
Parsha Preview which can be heard live every

Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Can YOU Replace the Tree?

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

In this week’'s parashah, Moshe Rabbeinu
sends the meraglim to investigate and explore
Eretz Canaan, to see if they could conquer it.
He instructs them to check for specific details,
such as how strong the people are. | would like
to focus on one detail that he highlights: yaxin nni
"X DN YV N2 WD NTY DX NID DJRYD.

What does it mean to check whether the land
contains a tree? Rashi, citing the Gemara (Bava
Basra 15), explains that this is a metaphor for a
righteous person whose merit could protect the
entire land, making it impossible for Klal Yisrael
to conquer it.

This is a fascinating insight into the power,
influence, and impact of an adam gadol. We
would never think that one of the things a
military strategist should check when coming to
conquer a land is whether there is a righteous
individual there. Yet Moshe Rabbeinu recognized
the significance of an adam gadol’s presence.

Later on, when Yehoshua and Kalev report
the truth about Eretz Yisrael, they urge Kilal
Yisrael, D7 10 DD 1IQN7 2 YIXRD DY DX IRIA 7R
nn7yn— do not fear them, because their “shade,”
their protection, has been removed. Rashi, again
citing the Gemara in Bava Basra, explains that
this “shade” was lyov, the righteous person
who had lived in Eretz Yisrael but was no longer
alive. Now that he was gone, the inhabitants of
Eretz Canaan no longer enjoyed his protection,
which could have prevented Klal Yisrael’'s from
conquering Eretz Yisrael.

That’s the power of one adam gadol.

What exactly is the nature of the protection
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conferred by an adam gadol?

The Torah’s wording is precise, and the
metaphor it uses of a tree that gives shade is
extremely apt. The trunk of a tree stays in one
place and does not move outwards, but its
branches protrude, and it is able to shield people
from the heat and brightness of the sun. Those
who stand under the tree and benefit from its
shade feel connected to the tree, because they
feel its shade and are under the tree’s influence,
which goes beyond the actual tree.

Under His Shade
This is a fitting description of an adam gadol.

The power and influence of an adam gadol
are not necessarily direct. Often, when we think
of influential people, we think of people whose
influence is directed outwards. They’'ll go out
and rally other people, with lots of fanfare and
neon lights, trying to produce a massive impact.

A tree, however, builds something sturdy
from the inside.

It takes much longer to grow a tree than to
grow a flower or a blade of grass. A flower can
grow in ninety days, while a tree might take
twenty or thirty years,inaprocess thatinvolves a
tremendous amount of work. As the tree expands
within its own dalet amos, however, its indirect
effect — known as shade — extends to all those
around it. It’s not the tree itself that is affecting
others, but the influence and connection that it
naturally has upon its surroundings. Similarly, an
adam gadol has a natural, if indirect, effect on
his surroundings.
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This understanding of the effect of an adam
gadolisreflectedinthe following statement of the
Rambam (Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 7:7) regarding
a navi: 2°NIN7 2721 INXY7 INNI2I NNNY IWON N12IN
DM2TN [NIKA YT NN R7W DD YT TV INYT Q0IN71 127
0'717an. Nevuahis usually transmitted to a prophet
to be told over to Klal Yisrael, but at times, says
the Rambam, a navi receives a nevuah that is
only for himself, to broaden his understanding of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His wisdom.

This seems puzzling.

Isn’t the whole point of nevuah to send a
message to Klal Yisrael? The very word “navi”
connotes someone who speaks. When Moshe
complained that he had a speech impediment and
therefore could not speak to Pharaoh, Hashem
responded, X827 N NN N0OXL Rashi interprets
the word JIx"a3as related to the phrase onow 113,
meaning speech. A naviis called that because he
speaks the word of Hashem to the people. How,
then, can someone be a naviif he merely receives
the word of Hashem for himself?

Rav Moshe Mordechai Shulzinger zt"l, a
talmid muvhak of R’ Yechezkel Abramsky, quoted
the following explanation from his rebbi. Indeed,
a navi speaks the word of Hashem, but he speaks
it from his own dalet amos. He is a person who
elevates himself. The very ability of a human
being, made of flesh-and-blood, to know all of
Torah and center his entire life around matters
of the spirit is so phenomenal that it veritably
screams out to others, who then want to join him
and take refuge in his shade.

This is the impact of an adam gadol.

This idea gives rise to a new understanding
of the passuk 3in2 M 'n nRN NinXy 73 (Tehillim
35:10). Dovid Hamelech did not have to announce,
7in2 'n 'n. His very being — his self-discipline, his
refinement of character — screamed it, and that
had a powerful effect on his surroundings. That
effect mirrors the impact of a tree and its shade.

A Guf of Torah

| believe that this concept is something we
need to contemplate at this time, which is within
the shloshim of Rav Gershon Edelstein zt"l. | had
no personal connection to him; | don’'t know if |
ever saw him, and | certainly did not know much
about him during his lifetime. But, like the rest of
Klal Yisrael, since his petirah | am trying to learn
about him.

The Chazon Ish writes in his letters that
the chachmei Yisrael, the gedolei haTorah, are
themselves Torah. In other words, the life of a
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true adam gadol is like a masechta in Shas. You
have to learn him up as you would learn a Tosafos,
because he is Torah.

Based on some hespedim that I've heard, and
the vibes that | got over the years, what emerges
is the description of an ilan. Rav Gershon was
a person who lived a very simple life, with no
fanfare. He was not a person who made waves
or ran around rallying people to his shiur. But
he himself exhibited a rare consistency and
steadiness, and was constantly working on
himself and his middos. This is a person who, until
the age of a hundred, constantly talked about
mussar, which means he himself was working on
refining his middos and perfecting all areas of
avodas Hashem.

He was not seekingthe glamour of beingarosh
yeshiva. Rather, in every position he occupied, in
every shiur he gave, and in every connection he
had with his talmidim and his wife and family, he
perfected himself to the utmost. He just kept on
building and building and building himself, within
his own dalet amos, to the point that he became
a huge tree with enormous influence. Eventually,
he became the final word, serving as the leader
of the Torah community of Eretz Yisrael, and
perhaps the world at large.

This happened subtly, automatically, by
spilling over. He built himself into this towering
person, to the extent that anyone who entered his
surroundings felt the influence of what it means
for a person’s daas to rule over the rest of his
being, with unparalleled consistency.

it’s All About Consistency

The story we are hearing is the story of his
consistency. His daily shiur, which was a shiuriyun
— not a daf yomi shiur — was given every single
weekday, including Friday and bein hazmanim,
to whoever was in attendance. | am sure fewer
bachurim came to hear the shiur on certain days,
but for him there was no such thing as a day off.

I've heard some people say that he was a
robot, a machine. That's an easy way to write off
a person so that you won’t be influenced by them
at all; what he did has nothing to do with you. But
there’'s no such thing as a human being who's
a robot. Rav Gershon was a flesh-and-blood
human being who also needed nourishment and
enjoyment. But what energized him was Torah,
avodas hamiddos, avodas Hashem. He focused
on rising above human impulses, becoming a
finer person, thinking about another individual,
running away from kavod, and living with tzniyus.
By doing this consistently and steadily, for years
and years and years, he transformed himself into
a huge tree.

DY7WN "0 N2WY 7W NWION 171 - TR NN



The effect of this tree’'s shade was such
that when people entered his surroundings, they
felt a yearning to be part of that greatness and
majesty. This is the impact and influence of an
adam gadol.

This is a lesson we can all glean from Rav
Gershon. Every person wants to have an impact
on others; it's a human need. But so many
people look to do this in an outward way. They
want to start a new shiur, write a new magazine,
and embark on other outside projects. Without
detracting from anyone’s attempt at making an
impact, perhaps we can look at Rav Gershon's
model as a modus operandi. We, in our own dalet
amos, can become a better parent, a more honest
person, a person who works on developing better
middos. This requires consistently, and yes, it's
the harder way.
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Take something and work on it consistently.
Take on a limud and be consistent about it. Work
on tefillah consistently. Work on your middos,
work on tzniyus, with consistency. By working
consistently, in your own dalet amos, you can
achieve rare gadlus — because it's rare for
someone to demonstrate such consistency.

Make yourself a big person in your own dalet
amos. Become an ilan, like Rav Gershon. During
this time when his shade has been removed from
us, let us take hold of his influence and try to
emulate him by becoming our own ilanos, so that
we can retain his protective shade forever.

It should be l'ilui nishmaso.

Gut Shabbos.
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