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PARSHAPREVIEW

¢

Parashas
. Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Ki Savo which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
— o
Grab the Opportunity!
—

Hashem commanded Klal Yisrael to write the
Torah on stones when they enter Eretz Yisrael, in
seventy languages so that it should be legible and
understandable by all the nations. The Gemara teaches
(Sotah 35) that after Moshe Rabbeinu gave this
directive and Yehoshua fulfilled it, the nations were
able to read the entire Torah clearly, yet they didn’t take
that opportunity — and for that, they were punished
harshly by being barred from ever becoming, as a
nation, the am Hashem.

Tosafos there notes that Hashem already offered
the Torah to the nations before Mattan Torah and
they refused it then, but we don't find that they were
punished as a result. Tosafos explains that initially, that
offer wasn't so tempting, because the Torah was not yet
written, and comprehending it would require effort. But
now the Torah was written, and as such it was offered
to them on a silver platter, clear and easy to understand
— yet they still didn’t take the opportunity. Therefore,
they forfeited forever the possibility of becoming the
am Hashem.

We see from here that if we utilize the opportunities

that Hashem gives us, then we'll get closer to Him,
and all will be well. Conversely, if we squander an

RIN’D NvIa 14

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

opportunity, there is a taanah against us in Shomayim.

Rabbeinu Yonah, in Shaarei Teshuvah, gives a
famous analogy to the situation of Yidden in Chodesh
Elul, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu offers us the
opportunity to do teshuvah, escape from our aveiros,
and come closer to Him: A group of prisoners dig a
tunnel and escape from their cells, but one prisoner
remains behind. When the warden catches him, he
beats him, berating him for failing to capitalize on the
opportunity to escape.

“Come,” Hakadosh Baruch Hu offers us. “I’ll make
it easy for you.”

If we grab the opportunity, were fortunate, but if
not, we lose it. In today’s generation Hashem has made
sefarim readily accessible to us, printed beautifully and
available in every language. We have to appreciate and
use this opportunity, and not chas v'shalom squander
it!

Why the Shame?

Next week, we start staying Selichos, and at the end
of Selichos, we say a passuk from Daniel: np7¥n ' 75
o0 nwa u5. We express that Hashem is charitable
to us, providing us with health, happiness, prosperity,
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everything — and we are extremely embarrassed. What,
the mefarshim ask, are we embarrassed about? If I were
to approach someone for money knowing that he has
limited resources, and that he worked hard to make his
money and could use it for himself, then I would have
reason to be embarrassed. But Hashem has unlimited
resources! He can provide everything that every person
wants, and He doesn’t expend any effort doing so. So
why oion nwa 19? What's there to be embarrassed of
in approaching Hashem?

R’ Moshe Kliers, who was the rav of Teveriah, gives
the following explanation.

Everything we have is a function of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu’s tzedakah. Think about the year that has
passed: Hashem has given us family, parnassah, valuable
opportunities. He gave us the ability to learn, the ability
to see, the ability to walk, to give tzedakah, to daven.
But did I use those opportunities? After all that Hashem
has given to us, 0191 nwa 15 — we're embarrassed, for
what have we done with these opportunities?

In a similar vein, the Chiddushei Harim interprets
the confession of w3, in Vidui, to mean that we
betrayed Hashem because He invested so much into
us, showering us with constant, abundant kindness,
yet after all He gave us, we did not even return the 613
mitzvos.

If Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives you an opportunity
and you grab it, then there’s a good chance He'll give
you another opportunity tomorrow. But if He gave you
an opportunity and you didn’t use it, not only does it
become a taanah against you, as we see in this week’s
parashah, but Hashem doesn’t come back the next day
with another opportunity.

We know that Noach emerged from the teivah
limping, after being attacked by the lion. Why did he
deserve that? The mefarshim explain that Hashem
instructed Noach build a teivah and then He told him
to enter it, but Noach tarried and didn't enter the teivah
immediately. “I gave you legs,” Hashem said, “and I gave
you a mitzvah to do, but you didn’t use the opportunity
to use your legs for the mitzvah? T'll take away that
ability”

RIN’D NV |5

Every talent and ability that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gives us, if we utilize it, we receive more of that talent.
But if we misuse it, or fail to use it, He takes it away.

Use It, or Lose It

Similarly, when Moshe Rabbeinu first erected the
Mishkan, he waited for a response from Shomayim, but
nothing happened; no fire descended. He dismantled
the Mishkan, and tried again the next day, but again
there was no response. This continued for seven days in
a row: Moshe Rabbeinu, with all his zechusim, put up
the Mishkan, but the Shechinah did not come down,
until day eight.

What was the reason for this delay? And why was
Moshe Rabbeinu punished in this way?

The Midrash explains that when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu appeared to Moshe Rabbeinu and commanded him
to speak to Pharaoh, Moshe Rabbeinu refused. He had
good reasons, of course, and said nbwa ma x1 mbw, but
the bottom line was that for seven days he declined
to fulfill Hashem’s instruction to him. In response,
Hashem said, “You didn't use the talents I gave you?
Correspondingly, for seven days, I will take those
abilities away from you.” That is why the Shechinah
waited seven days to descend.

After R' Chaim of Volozhin traveled to attend the
wedding of his son R’ Itzele, he returned to Volozhin
and found that the sefer Torah in the yeshivah had
been stolen, so they could not hear Krias HaTorah.
Immediately, R' Chaim identified why this had
happened. While he was traveling, he had stopped in a
certain town, where he could have gone to a shul to hear
Krias HaTorah. But there was a rav with him who was
very influential, and he said, “No, it’s too much effort,
and we can’t be sure that there’s a sefer Torah anyway”
So they did not hear Krias HaTorah that day. Because
they didn’t hear Krias HaTorah in a town where there
was a sefer Torah, when they returned to Volozhin,
the sefer Torah was stolen and they were denied the
opportunity to hear Krias HaTorah.

When I came to Eretz Yisrael many years ago, Rav
Shach was already old, but he was functioning very
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well, and could still walk, speak, and hear well. But one
thing failed him: his eyesight. He would say, why is this
happening to me? The rest of his body wasn't aging like
that, so why was his eyesight so terrible? He answered
that he was being punished, because during World War
I, he had to run away from the battlefront, so he fled
from his yeshivah to a beis midrash in another town.
During the day, he learned, but he didn't learn at night
— and for that, he said, Hashem was upset at him: “I
gave you eyesight, and you were able to learn, but you
didn’t learn, so now I'm denying you the ability to see”

“Why didn’t you learn at night?” his grandson
asked him.

He responded that he couldn't learn because he

didn’t have a candle, so instead he went to sleep in the
shul.

“Then why should you be punished?” his grandson
continued. “You couldn't learn!”

“Had it been important enough to me to learn,”
Rav Shach replied, “I could have asked the gabbai for
a candle, but I was too embarrassed to ask. Yet when it

came to food, I was desperately hungry, and once a day
I had to muster the courage to ask someone in town
to please give me some food. It was important enough
for me to eat that I managed to overcome my shame
and ask for food — but to use my eyes to learn another
Tosafos wasn’t important enough to me that I should
ask for candle. Hashem gave me the opportunity then,
but I didn't use it, so now I'm being punished.”

Every one of us has been blessed with a year of
Hashem’s benevolent kindness: np1yn 'n 5. Are we
going to come on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and
say 0190 nwa 191, we're embarrassed that we didn’t use
the opportunity, and who knows whether Hashem will
grant us with another year of opportunity? Or are we
going to recognize the opportunities and talents that
Hashem has given us and use them to their utmost?

If we do, then bezras Hashem we will be granted a
year of health, happiness, and prosperity.

1210 Annm n2amna.
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The following is a preview of the new sefer, Inzelbuch Family Edition of Rav Nosson
Tzvi Speaks, a English translation of the weekly Erev Shabbos Sichos delivered by the
Rosh Hayeshiva zt"l around his dining room table. The sefer will iy""H be released this

week by Artscroll.
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Parashas Ki Savo

An Expression of Gratitude

7 108 TEN ' IS TR0 K3 WS MRTRT 8 Y2 IWRT AN
You shall take of the first of every fruit of the ground that you bring in from your
Land that Hashem, your God, gives you (Devarim 26:2).

Recognizing the Good

he foundation of the mitzvah of bikkurim is expressing gratitude to Hashem. When a person carries that
precious first fruit of his crop to the Beis HaMikdash, he recalls that these fruits — along with all other
Tdclights of Olam Hazeh — are gifts of his Creator, and this insight fills him with profound sentiments of
gratitude to Hashem. The mitzvah of bikkurim thus illustrates the overriding imperative of hakaras hatov
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for the countless miracles and wonders that He performs for us every moment of
every day, and conversely, the gravity of spurning His everlasting kindness. Moreover, just as the mitzvah of
bikkurim highlights our obligation to feel and express gratitude to Hashem, it likewise points to our moral duty
to express appreciation to our fellow man.
_Somc believe that hakaras hatov means repaying a kindness to another, yet its true definition is actually
discerning the kindness that someone did on your behalf, and this recognition is truly the greatest recompense
that the giver can receive from the recipient. The same applies to the hakaras hatov that we owe Hakadosh

Baru.ch Hl{; the very recognition of the kindness that He performs for us every hour of every day is the ultimate
manifestation of hakaras hatoo.

Gratitude for Teshuvah

We are currently at the height of the
Yisrael w}th love and closeness and grants us the process of teshuvah.
Crcl:;k:)in:ril: t(:nZ: r:zvnftes (Shaarei Teslmvnl'r L:1): “Among the great kindnesses that Hashem bestows upon His
e gmaﬁy a}; " rj, Hr [;hem'a patb to rise lfrom their lowly actions and flee the abyss of sin ... And i
e ;ra;l ‘la)galr}st Him, He still does not close the doors of repentance to them.” :
TSl paralleled gl‘ft from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Kovetz Hearos (Yevamos Ch. 21 §24) notes thfi
© epentance of a gentile takes effect at the time that he repents and impacts his future so that g

1ot be punished in Olam Haz n d w |
azel > repe; 3 i k ti ing his mi 3
Sl zeh, the repentance of a Yid works retroactively as well, erasing his mi eeds

This is an incredible
Hu should be undese;
Father, bequeathe
and we

days of mercy and atonement, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu showers Klal

idea, as logic dictates that a o
TVing of any cle
d to His children the
must value this deeply.

person who sinned and rebelled against Hakados! oo
Jency Yet Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who is a loving and comp:rlSSlonie
priceless gift of feshuvah, which uproots sins retroactively at their source,
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Let us examine why Hashem saw fit to create the power of teshuvah and what. we can lce.arn from His ways.

Man experiences many ups and downs throughout life, and can be ?0n51dgrcd “alive” during his good
periods and “dead” during his difficult periods. His temPerament an('i feelings shift constantly, Fspecially since
the yetzer hara baits him day and night. Yet man’s duty is to choose life — D’?na M — a\?1d this is a recurring
choice that presents itself every day anew. It's a choice we face every morning as we recite Modeh Ani, and a
choice we face before every fefillah, and during every moment of life.

The novelty of teshuvalt is not that a sinner can erase his sins, as this is but a consequence of teshuvah. Rather,
it is the fact that a person who sinned previously, but now faces new choices at each and every juncture, can still
choose the proper path. And it is this choice and yearning for spiritual life that bring about the erasure of his
sins.

Had the world been created for life in Olam Hazeh alone, there would have been no purpose in the concept
of teshuvah. Yet man’s purpose in this world is to prepare for Olam Haba, as Chazal teach that this world is
compared to a corridor to Olam Haba (Avos 4:16). Life in this world is about choosing between good and evil: If
man chooses good, then he merits to enter Olam Haba — which is the ultimate objective of teshuvah.

The Chofetz Chaim, we know, was once visited by a wealthy man who was appalled by his humble abode
and meager furniture, which consisted of little save for a table, some chairs, a bed, and bookshelves.

“Rabbi,” asked the man, “where are all your furniture and belongings?”

The Chofetz Chaim responded with a question of his own. “And where are yours?”

“I am traveling,” the guest answered, “and I brought along only my bare necessities. At home, I have
everything.”

The Chofetz Chaim answered, “I am also a guest in Olam Hazeh, and my treasure houses await me in Olam
Haba.”

This is the embodiment of “choosing life,” and for this we were granted the power of teshuvah, for which we
must express our gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Gratitude for Spiritual Bounty

The common assumption is that we owe Hashem gratitude for material blessings only. People can easily
appreciate health, livelihood, and the children Hashem gave them, but they tend to think that their spiritual
acquisitions — namely, Torah and mitzvos — are their own, and that they have no obligation of hakaras hatov
for this. Some people actually feel that theyre owed a debt of gratitude for waking up every morning to daven!

A little thought can go a long way in helping to develop hakaras hatov for spiritual matters. If we thank
Hashem for the countless material gifts that He showers upon us constantly, then certainly we must
contemplate and identify His kindness in granting us opportunities to easily acquire eternal life. All it takes for
a person to achieve this level of genuine gratitude is some thought and reflection. ) .

The privilege of numbering among those who learn Torah and toil in the word of Hashem is a gift of epic
value, and our obligation of hakaras hatov is even more pronounced because Hashem simultaneously gra{n{ts us
health, parnassah, and children. Especially during these days of Elul when we can so easily firaw addl'tmnal
bounty to the world, how can we not open our hearts to repent to Hashem and express our gratitude to Him for
the gift of these days?

Candle-lighting in the Mishkan

which follows the description of
“Why was the topic of the
ration of the nesi‘in, he
dosh Baruch Hu said to

The theme of hakaras hatov is also evident at the start of Parashas Beha'aloscha,
the generous korbanos offered by the nesi’im. Rashi, citing Chazal, asks (Bamidbar ?:2):
Menorah juxtaposed with the topic of the nesi’im? Because when Aharon saw t}'xe inaug
felt badly about it, for neither he nor his shevet was with them in the inauguration. Haka
him: ‘T swear [that] your [role] is greater than theirs, for you kindle and prepare the lamps-
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The Ramban (fid.) is puzeled by this, as he writes:
It i not clear to me why [Hashem| consoled [Aharon] with candlu-l:ig]ﬂins_, and did not consode him
with the ketores, [which is offercd] every moming and night ... or with all korbanos, the mindias chanitin,
or the @odah of Yom Kippur, which is permissible only [when performed) by the [Kohen Gadol| wha
enters the Holy of Holies when he is completely sanctified, stands in His sanctuary o serve Him, and
recites a blessing with His Holy Mame; Jand the fact that] his entine tribe lare privileged to] serve
Hashem.

He answoers that this pesik alludes to the Chanukah lights kindled by Aharon HaKohen's descendants, the
Chashmonaim.

Yot Rashi implies that the ]iﬁhtiﬂﬁ of the Menorah in the Mishkan featuns @ unique cherment that is not found
in the kefores or any other aoodal in the Beis HaMikdash, which is why Hashem consoled Aharon HaKoben by
tedling him, “Your roe is greater than theirs.”

What was so remarkable about lighting and preparing the lights of the Menorah?

The Rosh Yeshivah B Chaim Shemlevite' explains that lighting the Menorsh was an expression of Boei
Yisrael's hakaras hatow to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This quality was exclusive to the avedsr of lighting and
preparing the flames of the Menorah, as we do not find that the purpose of any other apoday was to show
gratitude to Hashem. The Midrash below explains that when the Koben lit the Menorah, Brei Yisracl repaid
Hashem, 50 to speak, for illuminating their path for forty years in the Wildemness, and it was this priviloge of
serving as Brei Yisrael's emissary in expressing gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu that scathed Aharon.

The Midrash stabes {Banridbar Raibalk 15:5)

Tha Jewish people said to Hakadosh Baruch Hu: “Ribboro Shel Olam, You tell us to dluminate before
Wi [but] You are thi Light of the world™ ... Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to them: “Not that | need you(r
light], but you should illuminate for Me just as 1 illuminated for you. Why? To elevate you before the
nations, s they should say, “See how Yisrael illueninates for the One Whe illuminates the woed.™
Tos what can this be compared? To a seeing person who walks on the road together with a blind man.
When they enter the house, the seeing person tells the blind one, “Light a candle for me to llaminate for
mie.” Says the blind man, “In your kindness, when we walked along the way, you supported me; uniil
we enterd the houss, you were the one escorting me. And now you tell me, “Light a candle for me and
illuminate for me?”
Rplied the seeing man: “So you would not be indebted to me for escorting you along the way, | tald
you, “Muminate [the rosm| for me"
The seeing man is Hakadash Baruch Hu, and the blind man is Yisrael ... Hakadosh Baruch Hu led
[Brci Yisrael] and illuminated their path for them Jin the Wildemess], as it is wrilten, Tyr BT37 T80T
1, Hashem went befire them by day (Shemos 13:21). When the Mishkan was complete, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu called to Mashe and told him, “Hluminate for Me.” as it is written, 77 7 37753, When you kindle the
lamps (Barmidbar BZ), in order bo elevate you,
M::i ::':u“: :;:; ':"-‘_:IM mitzvah o lighting the Menorah was, in fact, an expression of Bred ﬁ’_"r"::
role is greater than theirs, fur e vs o E Tt Path in the Midbar. Hashem promiscd Aharon Whm‘s
lights represemiod Brgt v?r}w-l Kindlc and prepare the lamps,” s the specalaradah of preparing the form of
repayment for ig, Muhvers:d e e3¢ Elwshenns everiasing Hndnes ind symielicc 8 im, even
Mg all other aspocs 1 2 endures foreve,in the form of the Chanuksh ofthe et
surpassed the kelores andl other aodalr have ceased. This is why the Eghting of the Menorah in
Anather lesson we ors of avwdah in the Beis HaMikdash.
Wt can glean from the words of Chazal is that hakaras hatoy is so essential that a pe

reom mUSH
S : 3
“rpress gratitude even when the benefactor derives no pleasure or benefin from it, Indeed, Hashem has

. Siiches: Mussar, Hakeras Haioe,

o from Finel Yisreel's appreciation, yet He still commands us o light the Menorah, because the gratitude

gl ol by the beneficiary o the benefactor is an envd in and of itself.

ﬂl‘l‘:ﬁlmw of fakaras Jl.ar.:-r is one of the core foundations of the avodils in the Beis HaMikdash, as refl

in both the mitzvah of bikkurin and the lighting of the Menorah, and it is likewise an cssontial aspect of man's
wrsonal aoodalr each and every day of life, When a ¥id rises in lhel morning, he proclaims, 775 T8 % o

g:\:‘L 1 thurek Yow, Hushers, a Living and Existing King. even though be ks stll lving in bed and hilsmlm'm washed

his hands! Chazal instituted this brief fefillsh apart from h- n‘sula.r order of I_!ﬁlsﬂt'r 1o il wlthis m e

importance of hakaras hatve — for as soon as a person opens his oyes in the moming, he must express gratitude

to Hashem for His limitless kindness in restoring his meshamah to his body. ) : I
Hashem should belp us o appreciate the kindnesses that others do for ws, and bo recognize the infinie gifts

that He showers upon us every moment of every day, especially during these days of mercy and a .

Feel his warmth and love.
Experience his ahavas Torah.
Listen to Rav Vosson T=vi onee again.

] Ravoe-
" 1 Nosson [zvi

Spealis
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