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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Vaeira Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
A— o —
b o o
Who's Behind the Stick
o ® —

Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagshal Shlita

I'would like to discuss a very simple concept, something that everybody
really knows—- but one that would lead to much happier lives if we would
internalize it.

In the beginning of this week’s parashah the passuk says:

OR) PNY? YR DNJIN YR RIR) /7R PIR TN IYD KR DHIR 13T
DN 'RYTI KD NN 'pY YR 2pY?

Rashi, citing Chazal, explains that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is comparing
the behavior of Moshe Rabbeinu to that of the Avos and lamenting that
the Avos are gone and there’s no one to replace them: X5y P7aRT 9 Han
1nanwn. At the end of Parashas Shemos, when Moshe Rabbeinu saw that
the slave labor in Mitzrayim became more difficult after he approached
Pharaoh in Hashem's Name, he told Hakadosh Baruch Hu:ny$7 nniyain nn?
NANZY N1 N1 N1 - why did You send me? Why did You do this evil to
Klal Yisrael and exacerbate their slavery?

“With all the difficulties that I put Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov
through, they never questioned Me," Hashem responded. “The Avos never
complained - and here you are, questioning my behavior.”

Yet we actually find, in Parashas Mikeitz, that Yaakov Avinu expressed
himself in an almost identical fashion.

He refused to send Binyamin to Mitzrayim, and when his family ran
out of food and he instructed his sons to return to Egypt, they answered,
“We can't go without Binyamin.”

To this, Yaakov responded: n® 027 Twn WR? Ty % Doy nn?
—why did you do this bad thing to me, to tell him that you have another
brother? Regarding this, Chazal comment that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was
orchestrating a master plan here, with Yosef becoming king in Mitzrayim
and eventually saving his family. And Yaakov was asking *2 ony1n nn??

We see that Yaakov Avinu used practically the very same words as
Moshe Rabbeinu, and Chazal seem to criticize him for it - yet Rashi says

RINY DV [ 4

that the Avos were different, that the Avos never complained.

Perhaps we can explain that when Moshe Rabbeinu said the words nn?
10 DY "Y1, he was speaking to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as the Gemara
says that nbyn 1% o127 MY Nwn. He spoke to Hashem: “Hashem,
this is from You, why did You do this?”

Yaakov Avinu, in contrast, wasn't addressing Hakadosh Baruch Huwhen
he said *7 onyan nny; he was addressing the shevatim. Circumstances
that were clearly from Hashem, he accepted without question, but he did
have complaints against his sons for harming him. Why, then, did Hashem
fault him for saying this?

Humans are Mere Messengers

The Chofetz Chaim (Sefer Shem Olam) explains this very simply, based
onateaching of Chazal on the passuk in Parashas Mishpatim that says:»2)
DR .199N? 5921 MN? X2) 4NN IR 1282 NP DR YR 130 DUIR 127
RO RO 1MW NIV P NIND DRI IMYYN 7Y pana Jonnm op? - if two
people fight and one wounds the other, he is obligated to pay damages,
including nezek, tzaar, sheves, ripuy, and boshes. From the words xXa7)
ra7, Chazal derive that you are allowed to go to a doctor, and the doctor
is allowed to heal you. Why would anyone have thought that if you're not
feeling well you can't go to a doctor? Says the Gemara: 7°R1 *nn RN

»on- we might have thought that since Hashem hurt this person, how
could a doctor go against Hashem and heal him? That's why we need the
passuk to teach us that a doctor is allowed to heal: mwa NiMY RN
MRAH RATIY.

The Chofetz Chaim points out an apparent logical flaw in this teaching:
this passuk isn't talking about an injury inflicted by Hashem! It's talking
about a situation in which people were fighting and one hit the other and
wounded him. And the Torah makes it clear that the person who caused
injury is held responsible, as evident from the fact that he must pay
damages. So why do Chazal attribute the injury to Hashem?
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The answer the Chofetz Chaim gives is something we all know, something
the Chovos Halevavos explains as well. Part of having bitachon in Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is believing that no one and nothing can possibly harm you
or benefit you without an explicit gezeirah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
Although your friend has bechirah and can choose whether to hit you or
not, if, in the end, he did hit you and you were hurt, that's from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. You're allowed to sue the person in beis din for what he did,
and he can't claim he's not liable because it was Hashem, not him, who
caused the damage, because there’s a concept of 831 1> HY Mot PN
2’0 1 Yy nam. He didn't have to be the one to cause the damage;
it could have been somebody else. He pays because he chose, with his
bechirah, to do it, but the fact that you got hit and now you're sick and in
pain was a gezeirah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And that's why we might
have thought it would be wrong to go to a doctor even if a human was the
direct cause of the injury, had the Torah not told us specifically X9 ®a7).

What emerges is that even when someone is obligated to pay you
damages for hurting you, the way you have to look at it is that what
happened to you came from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The person who did it
was merely a messenger.

Don’t Attack the Stick

This is a concept that we, living in the period of Ikvesa d'Meshicha,
have to work on strengthening. Chazal tell us that one of the signs of is:
19510 193 N0 9. What does it mean that the face of the generation is
like the face of a dog?

Rav Elchanan Wasserman writes in Kovetz Maamarim that if someone
would hit a dog with a stick, the dog would react by immediately biting
the stick. He wouldn't bite the person who hit him; he would bite the stick.
The dog has only enough seichel to realize that the stick hit him, but he
doesn't have enough seichel to realize that there's someone behind the
stick who's hitting him, and the stick is merely a weapon that extends
his hand. Chazal are hinting to us that in the time of Ikvesa d'Meshicha,
things will be happening that are not so pleasant, and the general attitude
will be similar to that of a dog: people will blame the stick for hitting
them, instead of realizing that there's someone behind the stick, that it's
Hakadosh Baruch Hu who's sending a message.

Today, if people hear of a tragedy, they immediately blame the Arabs,

the government, the terrorists... Yes, it's true that they're all bad: 19251
2n 71 Yy nan. But that doesn't change the fact that any time something
happens to us, whether to Klal Yisrael as a whole or to each individual in
his personal life, we always have to remember that >'nn Rinny - what
really hurt us wasn't the stick, but the One who's behind the stick, and
that's Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

It's abig problemin our generation that so many people have hakpados
against each other, are angry at each other, are fighting with each other.
These hakpados destroy relationships. In many cases, you might think
it's justified: “Look what he did to me - he hurt me, he stole from me,
he embarrassed me, he disrespected me.” There are so many different
ways a person can harm his friend — so why shouldn't the injured party
be aggrieved?

According to what we've explained, although a person is entitled to sue
for damages in beis din if he has a monetary claim, the claim against the
other personis not, “Look what pain you caused me,” but rather, “Why were
you the stick through which this pain was inflicted?” Because in reality, it
was Hakadosh Baruch Hu who orchestrated that he should feel the pain.

If we view painful events this way, we might be upset with people at
times, but the level of hakpadah we have against others will be greatly
diminished.

With this idea, we can understand why Yaakov Avinu was castigated
for telling the shevatim: 7 bnyn nnY. He was looking at the shevatim
as though they were the ones who caused this misfortune. In response,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed to Yaakov Avinu that no, they're just the
stick, but He was behind that stick, and He had a plan for everything.

When it came to events that were clearly from Hashem, however,
Yaakov did not question. That's the difference between what he said and
what Moshe Rabbeinu said. Moshe Rabbeinu was questioning Hashem's
hanhagah.

Of course, the criticisms we find in Chazal against Moshe Rabbeinu
and Yaakov Avinu are minute and microscopic. But Chazal reveal them to
us in order for us to learn from them. And we have to learn from Chazal’s
criticism of Yaakov Avinu for saying »2 by nn’ that behind every blow
we endure is»on RinnJ, sorather than focus on the stick, we should focus
onwhat's behind the stick: Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who has a cheshbon and
a plan for everything that happens.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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